

'Abdullah Nasih 'Ulwan 

, Translated By 

' Khiilifa \{y:/:M Abu Zeid 



DAR AL-SALAM 

I (ir I'riiui!)^, I'jhltli^hiji^, |>iiflfiiititH>l'i iitid rriiiii^liiliiifi 



Salah Ad-Din Al-Ayyubi 
(Saladin) 

Heio of the Battle of Hattin and 
Liberator of Jerusaletti from the Crusaders 
532 - 589 A.H*/1137 - 1193 C,E. 

by 

'Abdullab Nasih 'Ulnan 



Translated by 

Khalifa Ezzat Abu Zcid 

Revbed by 
i£]fwine Aoelas Miscbler 



Fof Bnatitigt PublisliiiiK, Difitiibutton and Tianslation 



^AIX rights f«scrvcd. No part of tbi» publication may be 
reproduowi, stored in a retrieval aystenu or transmitted in any 
foim or by any ineanaj elcctonie, mechanical^ photooopylng» 
Tocoiding or ott^ermset ixithout written penmsston from the 
publisher- 
Second edition: 1425 A.n./2004 C.E. 
Deposit No: 13900 \ 2002 XSBNi 977-342-070-1 

Bookshop {I); 120 Lil-A^hur St., Cairo. Td: ( + 202) 5932820 

fiookahop (2>: I Hassan ibn M St., from Ali Ameen St. Mustafa 
An-Nahbas cjiteniion, Nasr Oty, Cairo. Tel: (+202) 4054642 

Bookshop (3): 127 AMskandar Al-Akbar St, Ash-Shatbi. Tel: 
(+203) 5932205 Fax: ( + 203) 5933304 

Head QfBts« 19 Omar Lotfy Str^t, Na^ City, Cairo, Egypt 
Telt { + 202) 2704280. 2741 578 Fax; ( + 202) 2741750 
Wi^te; www^dar-alsalam.com E-mail: info@dar-alsakm.ccnn 

jf *^ ■ 
^j*J eiJ*^J j^J ^ flpUl > ; J. 



^ v*S. JA* (/j3 ^j'J^^ t/^ ■ 

jfli4t agtl - jrf^ >ii£^7> ti** » " i V*^ 



Contente 



Foieword by Shaikh Sa'id Hawwa^ ^^_„_„^ 7 

Preface to the Second and Thixd Hditioiis 11 

Preface to the First Edition ^ 16 

1- Salab Ad-Din*s Famiily md Upbringing h 19 

Lineage .... . 1 9 

jj'ir' tlX MiiMiMnii liBBMi ilHii nil if !■! nli^H |[ II — — till li I Ml I " '*'! " " I ■ U B|i^i n i n »mM|ifc»^tMM^t^iMi^MMiiMi^iiii-^^'^^ 

Upbringing, : _ 22 

Ediica"doi] . . ^ _„25 

2r Hie Beginniiig of Salah Ad-Din'3 Rui^ 28 

Egypt during the Fatimid Rule — . ^„ — 28 

Shawir As-Sa'di*s Rebellioo. 29 

Second Stage of the Struggle over Egypt ^ - .™21 

Last Sttige of ihc Struck over Egypt 32 

Analysis and Commentary 3S 

3- Salah Ad-Din in Egypt__ 34 

Vizier for the Pa timid Caliph _ 34 

Ending Internal Conspiracies...--. 35 

Eradicating External P 1 o ts , , _ . _ _ ^39 



Sermon in the Name of the Abbasid Caliph— 41 

3 



Policy with Nur Ad-Din. 4-3 

4 - Salah Ad-Din in Syria 46 

Syria after Nur Ad-Din ™. _ _ 46 

Damascus Sends for Salah Ad-Din 47 

Salah Ad-Din in Damascus ^ 47 

In Horns, Hamah and Aleppo 51 

5 - Countries United under His Rule . .. . — . . . . 59 

6 - Crusaders' Vlois and Wars „ 65 

What Were the Crusades? „ 65 

Reasons for the Crusades„„. ... 65 

First Crusdde and Occupalioii ol Jerusalem 67 

Reasons for the Cnaaders' Victory 69 

Second Crusade: Preludeto VictoryatHatliD ^ 70 

7 - Salah Ad-Din's Victory in the Battle of Hattin 72 

Reasons for the Battle 72 

Battle of Hattin and Conquest of Jerusalem.- 73 

Salah Ad-Din's Treatment of the Crusaders. S4 

Blockade of Acre and Third Crusade , 90 

German Campaign . . _ 91 

French and English Armies ^ 92 

Muslim Resistance — . ^ 93 

4 



End of War....,,-.,. ..- 



8 - Salah Ad-Din's End . „ 

9 - Reasoais for Victory o?er the GrnsadcrSL^.^^ 

Fear of Aliah and Avoiding the Prohibited 

Full Preparation and Extensive Concern.. 

Political Unity of Muslim Countries 

Aiming to Make Allah's Word Siipreme,„_^.. 
Liberation was the Issue of Islam and Muslims, 
1 J - Palestine Vestiertfay and Today .., ^„ 



Decline in the Moral and Spiritual Side .,, 

Differences, QuarreJs and Disputes 

Interest in Word but Not in Deed . 

Wrong Aim of War„_,. 
Just ah Arab Issue 



II - Salali Ad^Din^s Characteristics^. 

Piel)' and Worship ^ „, 

Justice and Mercy 

Courage and Perseverance. _.. 

Understanding and Forgiveness 

Chivalry and Magnanimity 

Love of Poetry and Literature 



95 
98 

. m 

..110 
. 116 
^US 
-119 
.122 
.126 
...126 

,. ni 

„.133 
.A15 
... 141 
. 149 
...149 
. 152 
. 154 
157 
159 
.167 



Asceticism and Generosity -^-^....^ , 170 

Activity and Interest in Jihad _ 173 

12 - Refanns Achieved by Salah Ad-Dia 178 

Construction Improvements 178 

Educational Itefbr m , , 1 82 

Economic Reform — ^ ,^ ™ 186 

Social Reform 189 

Religious Reform . 194 

FmaJi Word , —..„..,.„.,.„ „ 198 

Praise by Prof. *Abdul-Jabbar Ai-RahbL„„., 203 

References 206 



6 



Foreword 



By 

Sheikh Sa'id Hawwa 

All praise be to Allah, and peace and blessings of Allah 
be upoD the Messenger of Allah aad his household. 

The tiuthor did well in choosing to write about Salah 
Ad-Din's life for the following reasons; 

1. The Muslim ummah (nalion) urgently needs a person 

like the hero Salah Ad*Din in order to regain his 

epoch. Therefore, Muslims should search for one 
whose characteristics match those of Salah Ad-Din. 

2- Jerusalem is undergoing a severe trial nowadays, so 

Muslims should read the history of their foiefathers 
to realize how Jerusalem was hberated in order to 

liberate it again. 

3. Our Muslim tmrmh has strayed from the straight 

path and deviated from the way of the exemplars. 
Thus, the ummah should search for those who set a 

good example and realize that SliIliH Ad-Din was 
one of those who had an ideal character over the 
passage of time. 

4. Our ummah has ignored the way of jihad, which is the 
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only way to libcnitc Palestine. Kathcr, it has 
indulged m lusts and sophism. So, it should be 
reminded with an extensive biography, and there is 
none better than Liiat of Salah Ad-Din in this 
respect. 

The aulhoi has done well m choosing to reincmbcr 
this ideal character. We hope also that the Muslim 
tmmah will do welt in seizing the means of obtaining 
victory. 

He also did well when he brought Salah Ad-Din's 
biography to light because he had a great^ singular 
character, Islam was the source of this Ingenuity and 
the reason people loved him. Moreover, their trust in 
his character and the ummah's faith were other reasons 
for Jerusalem's liberation. This issue needs to be 
emphasized so that Muslhn leaders find the true 
manner of leadership in current times. 

The only way to lead the Muslim ummah today is to 
adopt the issue ol" Palestine sincerely and in a manner 
harmonious with the hopes, behefs, culture and history 
of the Muslims. The Muslim ummah has preserved the 
best memory of Salah Ad-Din because he performed 
like that. 

As for those who thmk that the way of leadership is 
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the false udoplion and lying promises, they are wrong. 
If they follpw this devious way, geaerations will curse 
them and history will prosecute them- 

As for those who think that the Paiestiman issue will 

be solved by another belief that is separate from the 
heritage of the Muslim ummali, they are wioag and will 
meet the wrath of Allah, the curse of geQerations^ and 
the prosecution of history. 

The Palestinian issue has been the pivot of events in 
the region throaghout the ages. It has also been the 
pivot of glory and heroism. The umfication of Greater 
Syria (whtU is tiow Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, and 
Syria ) and Bgypt under the banner of I^lam was the 
starting poiiu of the dcsinicLion of the Crusader 
invasion. This unity needed the support of the Muslim 
world represented in the *Abbasid CaUphate, 

The Palestinian issue today also needs unity like 
that which was between Egypt and Greater Syria, a 
unity based on religious content and Islamic teach- 
ings. Unity needs all the potentialities of the whole 
Muslim woild- 

This book is the practical lesson and the real way to 

carry tlus out. Hence, we sliould read it, distribute it, 
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and give it as a present- We ask AUab to bless the 

author for iL 



Sheikh Said Hawwa 
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Ill the Name of AUab, tlie AlkIVterdful» the Ev«r>MerdfuL 
Ehreface to the Second and Third Editions 



All praise be to Allah, by Whose grdcc good deeds 
are completed- Peace and blessing of Allah be upon the 
inaster of fighters and champions, Muhammad, and 
upon his guided Companions and those who ibUow 
them until the world ends. 

Unfortunately, some Muslims are ai'flicted by 
despair and despondency because they think that there 
is no solution to reform and regain the glory of the 
Islamic ummah (nation) nowadays. Other Muslims call 
for seclusion and siUing at home because ihey think 
that the end of the world is imminent. They also think 
that the lime hiis come for man to go out with his goats 
to mountains and rainy places in order to keep away 
from the trials and temptations until he dies/*^ 

( 1 ) Al-Bukhari recorded that the Prophet ^ said, ^^A ttmc will 
come when the best property of a Muslim will be sheep that he will 

take io the tup ol" mounLains and llic pkices of raiiifiill (vliIIi^vs) so 
as to flee with hia religion from trials iind afflictions-" However, 
the Prophet ^ here refers to those who are forced to apostasy. As 
long as there are MusUma who perform the rituals and carry out 
the rules of Islam and have the chance to cooperate , isolation and 
seelusion are unlawful. 
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Moreover, some scholars allege that there is no way 
to reform this ummaii unless Allah sends Al-Mahdi Al- 
Mimtazhar or Jesus to fill the world with justice and 
faith instead of injustice and disbelief. When the 
despairing people adopt such ideas, they arc going to 
be destroyed before other Muslims. The Prophet ^ 
said, "Whoever says Muslims are destroyed will be 
destroyed before them." 

Who could have believed that the Musiitns would 

rc^Liin their honor after the Crusaders had occupied 
most of the Islamic countries and Al-Aqsa Mosque for 
one hundred years? 

Who could have believed that the bold champion 
Salah Ad-Din would liberate these countries and regain 
power, honor and glory in the Battle of Hattin? 

Who could have believed that the Muslims would 
regain their power and honor after the collapse, rape, 
and killing of the Islamic world from one end to the 
other at the hands of the Tartars? (It was said that their 
leader Hulaku made mountains from Muslims' skulls) . 

{\) Al-Mahdi Ai'Muntazhar is 'The Directed One", a ruler who wiU 
appear upon the earth in the last days and guide people to the right 
path, (translator) . 
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Who could hav« believed that the bold Qutuz would 

liberate the Muslim world and regain llicii glory in the 
decisive Battle of 'Ain Jallut? 

Optimism plays a great role in the victory of nations^, 
and a spirit of strength motivates men to achieve more 
victories. 

I advise youths to read the biography of Salah Ad- 
Din (may Ailah have mercy on him) and study the 
reasons for his victories. 1 am sure that if our leaders 
and youths follow Salah Ad-Din's approach and his 
way to victory, they will liberate Jetiisalein, regain 
Palestine, and raise the banner of Islam again. 
Almiglity AUah says; 

4(And Wt wished to do a favour to those who 

were weak (and oppressed) in the land, and 

to make them rulers and to make them the 

inheritors^ (Al-Qasas 2S:^) 

0 youths, ill the future Muslims ccrltiiiily will be 
victorious and restore the glory to Islam. This is based 
on the words of the Prophet "The rule at the 
beginning of your religion (Islam) will be prophetic and 
merciful and remain for a ^ed time until Allah erases 



13 



it. Tben an unjiost authority (power) will come and 

remain for a period of time, and then Allah will erase it. 
Then a ciictatorial authority will come and remain for a 
certain time, and then Allah wil! erase it. Then a 
caliphate will come and follow the way of the Prophetic 
traditions and people will follow them. Then the 
teachings; of Islam will be revealed to the land and 
will satisfy the people of the earth and the people of 
Paradise. Then tht; ^ky will rain continually and the 
land will produce all kinds of plants/' 

It seems that the unjust authority mentioned above 
has ended with the Ottoman authority. Now we are 
living in the dicLiiociiil aiahonLy in which most leaders 
reached power by force* These dictatorships started 
with Ataturk in Turkey and spread everywhere. 
However, the indications of an Islamic awakenmg 
give promise that this wiU never last. The cahphate will 
follow the approach of the Prophet ^ . 1 hope that will 
soon be realized^ Allah willing, 

I am sure and optimistic that the hands of youths, 
the strength of men, the perseverance of those who call 
to Islam, and the generosity of the rich will achieve this* 
And for Allah that is not diltjcult or hard.^^^ 

(1) See my book Hata Ya'lam Asfi-Shubabj pp. 
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Fin^llyi I wt5u!d like to th^tik all the brothers who 
praised the book. 1 thank also the great poet 'Abdul 
Jabbttr Ar^Rdhbi for his hottest praise, good poetry, 
and deep trust. 1 will record his praise and poetry for 
readers in the last pages. I pxay Allah to make our good 
actions sincere to Hint and guide us always to write 
^boui the livea of our bold forefathers aad champions 
so that th« cotiling genefatlotia may follow their way. 
Allah is the Only One Who answers our prayers. 
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Preface to the First Edition 



Praise be Lo AlUh, blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon the Messenger of Allah, the master of brave men 

and champions, antl upon his conifxiiiiofis and Lho^ic 
who follow Uicm uaul Ui« world ends. 

Talking about the lives ol'our gro;3l figures in history, 
leaders in jihad^ and men in ±e field of reformation is 
the best talk and the most beloved remembrance 
because they were ihe guiding lights for people, Salah 
Ad-Din was one of those who guided people to the right 
pathj raised the banner of unily in the Muslim world, 
liberated it from Crusaders and colonists, and recorded 
ill history his victories over them. 

One may ask why the author preferred Saiah Ad- 
Din's biography over those of other Hgiires such as Sifd 
ibn Abi Waqqas, Khalid ibn Al-Wahd, and Abu 
Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah. The answer is that Salah Ad- 
Dia's iife is coanectcd wiUi ihe manifest victory and 
hberation of Jerusalem from the claws of the Crusaders 
and the detested eolom^Ls. When I show the present 
generation the secret of and reasons for victory at the 
Battle of Hattin, I draw the Muslim's attention to the 
right path in iiberaiing Jerusalem from criminal Jews» 
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unjust Zionism, and those who support them in the 
East and West. Remember that Jerusalem is the llrst of 
the two qibiahs, the third mosque in rank after the two 
holy mosques in Makkah and Al-Madinah, and tho 
mosque from which the Prophet ^ ascended to the 
seven heavens. 

Readers will fmd in these chapters bow such victory 

was achieved by a ivurdish man, no I. an Arab; how he 
unified the Muslim ummah under his guiding leadership; 
how he convinced the people to follow the Islamic 
Shari*ah; how he fought in the name of Fslam and to 
make Allah's word supreme; how he triumphed by faith 
and by adhering to Allah's rope; and how he treated ihu 
enemies with good manners and noble morals. 

Readers will also find the noblest qualities by which 
he was distinguished and the most important reforms he 
achieved. In brief, they will find who Salah Ad-Din was. 

Hie Islamic tmmah needs to benefit from his life 

story, for' it may be a way to regain honor and glory 
and triumph over our enemies, Muslims also need to 
benefit from knowing the reasons and factors that 
paved the way to victory in the Battle oi flat tin and ihe 
regaining of Palestine. 
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May Allah aid us with His victory. And for Allah 

Lhat is Qot difficult. 

I pray Allah to inspire Muslim rulers everywhere to 

follow Saiah Ad-Diii's appixKich ihiit is rcprescnled in 
Bacrifice and jihad, faith and piety. I ask Him to inspire 
them to erect an edifice of unity and glory as be did. 

And only Allah can answer our prayers. 

The author 
^Abdullah NasiU 'Ulwaii 
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-1 - 

Salali Ad-Din^s Family and Upbringing 



Lineage 

Sal ah Ad-Din was of a noble, highborn Kurdish 
family thai ruled Egypt and Greater Syria (what is aow 
Syria, Lebanon and Palestine). It was called the 
Ayyubid State, The family ancesLry is traced b^^ck to 
the noblest Kurdish trib^, Ar-Rawadia^^^ irom Hazian^ 
which was one of ttio largest Kurdish tribes. Some 
historidfl^ stated that Salah Ad-Din's genealogy was 
traced bade to Mudar of 'Adnan* Undoubtedly, they 
wanted to trace the lineage of every great character to 
the Arabs. This surely disagrees with the methodology 
of research and with fact. They ihouglit that virtues and 
morals are confined only to Arabs, as if non-Arabs 
could not establish culture or glory. 

If we read history and seanch for ojn great figures, 
we will find that most of those whi^ pJiis llI a great role 
in estabiisiiing culture and civilisation were non-Arab. 
But by falsely tracing all great characters to tiie Arabs, 
such historians encouraged unjust fanaticism and 

Ci)Tbis tribe lived in a viliagc called Dewm in ATBrbaijan, in which 
Ayyub ibn Shadhi, Salah Ad-Din's fLitlicf, wiis boin. 
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discnminaU0B» which are not allowed by the principles 
of Islam* The Qur'an declares: 

^he believers me nothmg else than brothers ^ . 
(Al-Hujarat 49:10) 

^Veriiyt the most honorable of you in the Sight 
ofAUah is thm (beUever) who Hm At'T^\ma 
{is piom and righteous J» ^ (Al-Hujarat 49, 13) 
Then what message, after that, will they believe in? 

Salah Ad-EHn was the son of the Kuid Najm Ad-Din 
Ayyub ibn Shadlii ibn Mar\v;in. Wc will touch an Lhe 
early life of his family and its impartant deeds. 

Birtfa 

Sultan Yiisuf Salah Ad-Din was born in 532 A.H. 
(1137 CEO the castle of an aii<;^nt village calkd 
Tikrit near Baghdad, The Persian kings had bmlt the 
castle on the figris River a long lime before to siore 
ammunitiDn and serve as a surveillance post, Hae 
Muslims conquered Tikrit in 16 A.H- during the 
qaUphate of *Umar ibn Al-KJiattab.^ ^ ^ 

tl) Mu 'jam Al-Bulfim, vol. 2, p. 49L 
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It remained under the control of different Muslim 
leaders. When the Seljuq l iirks came Lo power, Najm 
Ad-Din Ayyub ibn Shadhi, Salah Ad-Din's father, 
contacted a major figuit: in the Seljuq police in 
Baghdad named Mnjahid Ad-Din fiahruz. He ap- 
pointed Ayyub as a commander over Tikrit castle, with 
his brother Shirkuh Asad Ad-Din as an assistant. The 
two brothers thus moved from the village of Dewin in 
Azerbaijan into Irnq. I liey were Irom llic Rawadian 
Kurds and came to Tikrit in order to work in Bahniz's 
pohce. 

Strangely, Salah Ad-Din was born on the very day 

on which Mujahid Ad-Din Baiiniz exiled Najm Ad-Din 
Ayyub and his brother Shirkuh because the latter had 
killed one of the castle guards, who had slanderously 
accused a woman of being unchaste. Shirkuh killed him 
when the woman asked for his help. At the beginning, 
Mujaliid was confused whether Lo expel or leave them. 
Then he decided to expel them, fearing the guard's 
family would Uike revenge. He expressed fear for them 
and advised them to depart at night. They took their 
families and the newborn Yusuf Salah Ad-Din and 
departed to MosuL 

Ibn Khalikan stated in his book Wafayat Al-Ayan 
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that Ayyub became so pessimtstic for the newborn, 
beiieving that calamity was portended by his crying at 
their departure, that he wanted to kill him. Someone 
warned him, "Sir, do not be pessimistic for ihe 
mvfhom, as he knows nothing. This is divine destiny- 
How can you know but that he mighi become a TainoLis 
king and a great character in the future? So, take care of 
hinOj as he does not realize your pessimism." These 
words had an innueoce on Ayyub, and Jie soon 
returned to his senses and to the path of Islam. 

Upbringing 

Ayyub and Shjrkah left Baghdad to Mosul and 
stayed with 'Imad Ad-Wn Zanki, the ruler of Mosul. 
He welcomed them and gave them gifts because they 
had fiaved him from being killed or taken as a prisoner 
of war when he: wu^ 11 gluing ;i gainst Lhc ^djuq^ wlien 
Bahruz was the governor of Baghdad, We mentioned 
previously that Ayyub and his brother were appointed 
i\s comm;!ndcrs over Tikrit and its castlti. When 'Imad 
Ad-Din Zanki was defeated by the Seljuq ruler, he 
withdrew vviLli his troops and passed through Tikrit 
Najm Ad-Din Ayyub detained him for a while, Najm 
Ad-Din had two choice, to kill or imprison him. 
However, he preferred to release him and help him to 
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^et to Mosul. Imad Ad-Dia did iioL Ibrget the favor. 

When the two brothers arrived in Mosu!^ as we have 
mentioned above, he generously gave Lhem land on 
which to live. 

The family lived well under the patronage of *Imad 
Ad-DiiL. Moreover, he appobtDd the two brothers as 
commanders over the anny. When *liiiad Ad -Din 
occupied Ba'albak in 534 A*H., he appointed Najm 
Ad-Din Ayyub as a governor over it. This appoiiitmcrrt 
indicated Tnaad Ad-Din's confidence and trust in Najia 
Ad-Din and his. dependence on him. 

Sal>ah Ad-Din spent part of his childhood in 
Ba'albak, where he lived the b^t days of his life. He 
learned horsemanihip, trained lor war and jihad, and 
pranced politics and management. The poet declares^ 

Boys are brought up according to the ways 

of education the father used to follow. 

After *lniad Ad-Din's son^ Nur Ad-Din, occupied 
Damascus pn 1154 C.EJ, Salah Ad-r>iii .spent some of 
his best days in Damascus where his bravery and 
strength were perfected. He had a high status and the 
respect of the son of Damascus' ruler- He became well 
known for his calm, poHte and pious character. He also 
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bumed with zeal for Islam and Muslims. 

In Nur Ad-Din's time h« was appointed as tlie head 

of Lhc police in Damascus. He succeeded in the new 
oiTice, cleaning up Damascus of criminals and robbers 
and regaining stability and security. The people lived in 
safety and calm under his udmimsiration. Hassan ibn 
Numair, nicknamed *Arqalah, rejoioed in Yusuf Salab 
Ad-Din's office and success, as he said in a poem: 

O robbers of Syria, take your time, 

then 1 will advise with my words^ 

Yusuf Uajj conic to you, whose name is 
like the Prophet Yusuf, insightful and 
handsome. 

That one cul women's hands and this one 

outs off robbers* hands. 

The period he spent in Bgypt was the most miportant 
in forming his heroic and military experience. Shawir 
As-Sa*di revolicd against the Cairo-based Fatimid 
Caliph AU'Adid in 558 A,H* and sent to Damascus to 
ask the aid of Nur Ad-Din Mahinud. He accepted to 
help him. He provided him with troops led by Asad Ad- 
Din Shirkuh, who took his nephew Salah Ad-Din with 
him* Salah Ad«Diii displayed great skills and military 
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genius in Lhc arU of war and fighting. As a result, Ihcy 
triumpbied over the^emy and joined Egypt to Mux Ad- 
Din Mahmud's kingdom in 564 A.H, This wU be 
eacptained in details in the next cliapter. 

To sum up, m his early life and in the second and 
third decades of his youth, Salah Ad-Din was brought 
up on good virtues and noble qualities. He acquired the 
military skills, deep-rooted customSj Islamic zealj and 
Uterajy and finanGiai boldness by means of bis 
compuniOJiship wiih kings and princes. Fhis formed 
his unique, excellent character that changed ihe course 
of history. 

Education 

We mentioned above that Salah Ad-Din spent his 
early years in Ba'albak. Naturally, his place of 
education changed from one city to another. He 
learned how to read and write, memorize the Qur'an 
and the rules of Arabic language as diildren of Muslim 
noblmen used to leani. 

The author of Tabakat Ash-Shqfiyah stilted that 
Salah Ad-Din learned Hadith from At-HaHzh As-Saiafi, 
Ibn *Aufj An-Naisaburi and 'Abdullah ibn Barri. He was 
a jurist, a reciter of Qur'an, and an enthusiastic poet. 
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Historians Ligree that most scholars ciuiic IVoni cast 
amd west, from Satn&rlcand and Cordova, to Damascus 
in order to teach and learn in mosques end schools. 
Certainly, Sttlah Ad-Dia learned Irom most of thera, 
especially *AbduHah ibn Abi 'Asrun, who lectured in 
Al- IJmawt Mosque. He was brought Lo Damascu?^ by 
Nur Ad-Din, who built schools in Damascus and the 
major cities of Syria^^' to teach people and spread 
knowledge, Abi *Asruii occupied ^mh a high position 
that he became the head of judges in Damascus. Salah 
Ad-Dill respected this scholar and took cure of him, 
espedally wh^ he iost his eyesight- 

Salah Ad-Din was very skillful in ridiiig, javelin 
throwing, hunting and military arts because the 
environment in which he Jived excelled in these fields. 
As a resniti he acquired experience and couid lead 
soldiers and wisely solve dilemmas in wiirs. Besidcii, he 
had the basic characteristics to be a great fighter; talent, 
intelligence, heredity, environment, training and ^uca- 
tion. Il rare lo find such characLeiisiics in one peii>Qn. 

<l)Throughoiil the book. Syria and Greater Syria refer to Ihe area 
now covered by Lebtmon. P^ilcRiinc, Jordan, i^t^i.\ Syri;!. Tt was yL 
iiisil Lime known as A^h-SUam, but Ash-Sham Loda^ refers only to 
Damascus, ^editor) 
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Other characteristics that made him a great figure 
were his bteadfast heart and balanced mtelieci wtTen 
others had lost heart and reason. For example, during 
tlic coiiquc;;! of SyniL he was told thiU his brother Taj 
AL'Muluk was kiUed; then he learned of the death of his 
brother Al-Malik Al-Muzhzhafar after the defeat of 
Acre. The latter was one of the best engineers in 
fortifying, safeguarding and organizing castles. How- 
ever, the bad news did iioi affect him in battles. 

In sum^ from the previous glance at Salah Ad-Dm*s 
early lifcj we realize that he was a skilled poUtician, 
experienced leader, a trained fighter and an exalted 
scholar. It was as if destiny waiUed iiiin lo be a 

champion in the Battle of Hattin, to strike terror in the 

hcurLs of the CrusLUicrs, l.o become well kiiawn in the 
East and West^ to set a good example lor future 
generations, and to be recorded among the great figures 
of history. How impossible for mo l hers lo give birth to 
another like Salah Ad-Din with his zeal and bravery, 
the defense of the stronghold of Isluni aud the land of 
the prophets. The poet said: 

Those were my good lathers, ihen bring mt; 
with fathers like them 

When we, O Jarir, arc gathered again in the Meeting. 
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The Begiiming of Salah Ad-Din's Rule 

Egypt during the Fatiniid Rtde 

Shortly before the appearance of Sakb Ad-Din, 

Egypt was ravaged by local rebellions and internal 
struggles among the various parties of the Mamelukes, 
Turk^h, Sudanese and Moroccan,^ ' * Starvation and 
epidemics prevailed aad weakened the strength of the 
people. Assassinations were idotted against vizters and 
caliphs in variuu^^ wa.ys. 

The Fatimid caliph had lost the ability to control the 

country. Power was in the haads of whichever vizier or 
general triumphed. Many massacres and battles broke 
out hec[iiise of the disputes over the vizicrate in the 
Fatimid caliphate, StabiUty was achieved when Tala^i^ 
ibn Ruzzik gained the vizierate in 549 A.H.. Chaos 
broke out again after he was assassinated and his son^ 
Ruzzik ibn Tala'i* took over in 558 (116S CE.), 

Both JMur Ad"Din and the Prankish Crusader King 

( I ) The Mameliikea were white slaves whey were captive^i of war or 
purc;li;i^cd in Ihe sliivc markels of Asia Minor, Persia, central Asiy., 
and eiire where. The^ were p rim arily iraioed as soldiers and d id i \o \ mix 
with the cofnmon people but kept their own diatacteristka. (editor) 
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Ahnaric of Jerusalem (known in Arabic as Al-Aimiri) 

paid particular attention to Egypt Each did his best to 
occupy it in order to strengdien his own power and 
kingdom, but they were alraid of each other. The 
internal dispute over the vizieratc in Egypt was a reason 
for the intervention of both Nur Ad-Dia and Ahnaric 
in Egyptian policy. 

Shawir As-Sa Ws Rebellion 

When Ruzzik ibn Tala'i' was the vizier in the 
Fatimid caliphate, Shawir ibn Mujair As-Sa'di, who 
was the governor over Upper Egypt, rebelled against 
him. He was able to defeat and kill Ruzdk and replaced 
him as the vizier for the Fatitnid Caliph Al-*Adid in the 
month of Muhariam ^5ii A.H. (U63 CX.). 

When Shawii As-Sa,*di and his sons became corrupt, 
Durgham ibn 'Amir Al-Lakhami, one of the generals, 
arranged with the Fa^id caliph to dismiss him. The 
caliph rebelled against Shawir, forcing him to flee. 
Durgham i^laced Shawir As^Sa^di, who then turned to 
Dartiascus seeking the help of Nur Ad-Din Mahmud. 
He pledged to pay the expenses of the campaign over 
Egypt and an annual tribute of one third of the 
Egyptian income. Nur Ad-Din hesitated at first to help 
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him. News came that King Almaric of Jerusalem had 

lU lacked tgypi and oveicomc Duigliam, who then 
aliied with Almaric and paid tribute to him, fearing that 
Shav^'ir would ally with Nur Ad-Di]; againsl him. At 
that. Nut AcL-Din was compelled to cooperate with 
Shawir against Durgham. He sent with him Asad Ad- 
Din Shirkuh, vvha look his nephew Salah Ad-Din with 
him> Asad Ad-Din overcame Durgham, and Shawir 
became the \ i-^ici a^ain. 

However, Shawir did not carry out his promises to 
Nur A<j-Dui. KaLlier, he allied in secret with Lhc King 
of Jerusalem, Asad Ad-Din and Salah Ad-Din were 
then cornpcllcd to fight against Shawir, who sought the 
King of Jerusalem's help. The Syrian army held out 
against the E^^yptian and Crusader army in Bulbais 
from Ramadan until Dkul-Hijjah, 559 AM. (1164 
CJEX Nur Ad"Din seized the opportunity when the 
King ol Jeriiiialem was busy with Egypt and conquered 
Haram and Panias strongholds. Consequently, Jerusa- 
lem's King Alfnaric feared for his kingdom and was 
compelled to st^lik a truce with Asad Ad-Din Shirkuh 
on the condition that the two sides withdraw from 
Egypt. Thus ended the first stiige of the struggle 
between Nur Ad-^Din and the Crusaders (also known 
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as. the Franks) over Egypt, 

Second Stage of the Struggle over Kgypt 

As^ Ad-Din Shirkiih ptotited from going to Egypt 
He explored and studied it thoroughly and made sure 
that Bgypt was the land through whJch. he could 
ovcn>ome the Crusaders* Therefore, he fadlitated the 
matter for Nur Ad-Din and asked his permission to 
oocupy it Nur Ad-Din responded to his r^uest and 
provided hiin with a second expe;dition led by Shiikuh 
and Salah Ad*Dia in ^62 A.H^ When the vizier, Shawir, 
heard that the Syrian army was headed to Egypt, he 
sought the help of his Crusader aiheSj who agreed to 
help him. The two armies i£<3ilfronted each other in 
Muniu in Upper Egypt. The Syrian army was victorious 
over its enemies in 563 AM. This battle proved Salah 
Ad-I>in*s bravery and strength. 

The Syrian army then headed north and conquered 
Alexandria without resistance, Asad Ad-Din appointed 
his nephew Salah Ad-Diu as ruicr over Alexandria. It 
was the first time fof Salah Ad-^Dtn to become a nilef, 
as if destiny had given him the opportunity to 
demonstrate his talents^ skilki, heroism md geniySi As 
soon as Asad Ad-Din had gone to Al-Fustat and Cairo, 
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the Crusadors, with the aid of Byzaotitie troops, 
a Hacked Alexandria and blockaded it by sea and 
land. The besieged people in Alexandria were dose to 

surrendering, but Salah Ad-Din was able to resist the 
enemy until bis uade joined him. The result of this 
stage was that the two sides signed a truce by which 
they withdrew from Egypt, 

Lmt Stage of the Strvfggle oYer Egypt 

Jerusalem's King Almaric broke the truce by not 
withdrawing all his troops from Egypt, inteading to 
occupy it after the Syrian troops had withdrawn. He 
prepared an expedition, occupied the city of Bulbais, 
killed many people^ and then headed to Al-Fustat U> 
occupy it- When vizier Shawir was told that Crusaders 
intended to occupy Al-Fustat, ke set it oa fire for Jifty- 
four days. The Crusaders then headed to Cairo and 
blockaded it* Shawir negotiated with the Crusaders 
until the Syrian troops he had recalled arrived. 

Nut Ad-Din. seized the opportunity again to occupy 
Egypt. Therefore, he sent» for the third time, another 
expedition led by Shirk uh and Salab Ad- Din. When 
they reached Egypt and joined with the Egyptian 
troops, the Crusaders withdrew without fighting. 
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When Shirkuh entered Cairo, Ihe people welcomed 
Mm BDd saw a good omen in him. The Fatimid Caliph 

Al-'Adid brought him iit;ur to him and was generous to 
hun. There was a conspiracy against Shawir As-Sa'di, 
and he was assassinated in 564 Asad Ad-Din 

Shirkuh replaced him as the vizier lor the Faiimid 
caliph, but he lasted for only two months, dying in 564 
A.H. (1169 CEO. 

Analysis and Commentary 

From the foregoing situations with his uncle and the 
battles, we conclude thai Salah Ad-Din had a rare 
character combining bravery, wisdom through trials 
and politics, and experience in the arts of war. It was as 
if destiny had chosen him from his early years to be a 
unique character and a great champion in history. 
Uadoubtediy, the battles in which he participated 
increased his experience, confidence and faiths and 
manifested his rare heroism that dominated m history. 
In the next chapter, we will explain how he was able to 

unify the Muslim countries poiuiciilly and form one 
Islamic iront. This was one of the main factors in the 
triumph over the Crusaders in the Battle of Hattin* 
That victory, wliidi history is stili mentioning, will be 
an example for succeeding generations , 
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Salah Ad-Din in Egypt 

Vizier for die Fatimid Caliph 

When Asad Ad-Din Shirkuh died after ruling for 
two monilis, Salah Ad-Din held three days of 
mourning. The Fatimid Caliph Al-*Adid then chose 
YusLiJ Salah Ad-Din to be tl,j vizier despite his young 
age and despite the presence of senior generals and 
great figures in Egypt at that time. Historians stated 
that the reasons for this seleciion were that the Fatimid 
Caiiph hoped to have mastery over him and that he 
would be an obedient pawn at his beck and call because 
he was young* But destiny determmed something else, 
as we will explain later. 

Salah Ad-Din was thirty-two when he was appointed 

as vizier, and he had acquired great experience in 
warfare with Nur Ad-Din and his imde Shirkuh, who 
were the major reasons for his superiority. 

Salah Ad-Din attempted to satisfy the Egyptian 
people, showered them with much money, and treated 
them kindly lest they might cooperate with the 
Egyptian princes against him* As a result, they loved 
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him and became closer to him. 

Moreover, victories over the Franlcs and the liberation 
of Damieta, Gaza and ' Aqabah from them contributed 
much to his fame. He liberated these cities and 'AqabE:ih 
harbor, which was the gateway to the Red Sea through 
which the Egyptians went to Makkah for Hajj, This 
great victory and the protection o[ the pilgntnage route 
were major factors in the love and confidence between 
him and the Egyptians. Consequently, the Egyptians 
left the Shfah (Shi*ite) sect and joined the Sunni one 
with Salah Ad-Din in order to fight a^aiii^t Allah's 
enemies and theirs* 

Eliding Internal Conspiracies 

We mentioned previously that Salah Ad-Diji took 
ofQce at a young age. Therefore, the men who worked 
under the patronage of the Fatimid Stale envied him, 
regarding him as a foreigner and usurper of their rights. 
Furthermore, they attempted to strengthen the Fati- 
mids' power in Egypt at any cosL They conspired and 
plotted against him in order to get rid of the ambitious 
young vizier. 

The most outstanding plots were those of Najah, the 

cahph's confidaiit; 'Imarah Al-Yamani; and Kaiiz Ad- 



35 



Dawlah. 

The Plot of N^jah 

In 564 A*H,, Najah, who was an influential eutiiich 
in the palace of Al-'Adid, the last Fatamid Caliph^ 
cooperated with a group of Egyptians to ally with the 
Franks agiim^it Salah Ad -Din. 

The eunuch sent a message to the Crusaders asking 
them to iidvftnce on Egypt, He planned that when they 
arrived and Salah Ad-Din fought them, he would 
attack him from behind, thus putting Salah Ad-Din 
between the two armies. After he wrote the message^ he 
put it inside a new shoe niid gave it to a man to carry to 
the Franks. But the shoe fell into the hands of one of 
Salah Ad-Din's followers, who quickly took it to him. 
Salah Ad-Din knew the truth but concealed it from his 
followers and delayed Najah's punishment lest the 
lalLcr's followers and supporters should rise against 
him. He bided his time and lay in wait for him. 

Once, when Najah went out to his own palace 
outside Cairo, Salah Ad-Din sent a group of soldiers to 
kill him. Consequently, the caliph's army of Sudanese 
soldiers, nearly 50,000, pledged to take revenge on 
Salah Ad-Din. The battle between the caliph's 



36 



4 



Sudanese soldiecs and Salah Ad-Din's army lasted for 
two days. Salah Ad- Din defeated them and thus got rid 
of Najah and the Sudanese soldiers who rebelled 
against him. 

Not only the Sudanese conspired against hixa, but 
also the Fatimid princes kindled the fire of war and 
discord in the state. 

Hie Plot of ^Imarah Ai-Vamani 

Among the great conspiracies against Salah Ad-Din 
was the one arranged by the well-known chronicler 
^hamrfiih Al-Yamani, He gathered a large number of 
supporters in Cairo in order to appoint one of Al- 
'Adid's sons* hoping to r^ain tte Fatimid rule and 
expel Salah Ad-E>in, and hLiriicdly sent :i message to the 
Franks in order to cooperate with them to smash his 
rule. Many malidous and hateful men joined with 
*lraarah to get rid of him. 

One of those conspirators, called Zain Ad-Din ibn 
Naja, betrayed theiu to Salah Ad-Din, seeking a reward 
from him, Salah Ad-Din arrested them all and killed 

ihc^m Id make them an exLiinple to everyone who 
plotted evil for the coimtry. The conspiracy was in 569 
A.H. 



The Plot of Kunz Ad-Daw[ah 

Another conspiracy took place in Aswan and Qus in 

570 A.H. Al-Maqrizi wroLc about this plot ia his book 
As^Suluk li-Ma'rifai Dewed Al-Muluki 

In 570 A.H., Kaiiz Ad-Duwlah, the ruler of Aswan, 
gathered the Arabs Sudanese. They proceeded 
straightLiway lo t.'airo inlcndini: lo icgLiin ihc 1 .iLitnid 
rule. He spent much money to achieve ibis purpose. 
Another group joined him and kitted ten princes of 
Salah Ad-Din's followers* A man called Qi>as ibn 
Shadi from the village of Tud attacked Qus and 
plundered its wealth. Sahih Ad -Din prepared a large 
army led hy his brother AJ-Malik Al-'Adil to fight him. 
AI-Malik Al-'Adil killed Qiyas tbn Shadi and dispersed 
ids soidiers. Then he went to Tud Lo iight against Kanz 
Ad-Dawlah, who fled afler a battle that killed most of 
his soldiers. Then he was killed on 7 Safar. Al-Malik 
Al-'Adil went to Cairo on 18 Safar. 

Thus, Salah Ad-Din eradicated the conspiracies and 
got rid of ±e unjust, the aggressor^j plotters and 

schemers. This indicates liia intelligence and interest in 
his subjects' affairs. 

Mutanabi's words lipply to his characteristics: 
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Hardships always come to those who have the 
ability to eadlui:«. them 

JusL as ihe good qualities are to be found 

in l^e honored people, 

A mitior thing may seem great in the eyes 

of a minor persoa 

Just as a great thing serans minor in the 
eyes of a great person. 

Eradicating External Plots 

After Saiah Ad-Din had lakcii the vizierate in Egypt, 
the Fraidts began tq observe his activities carefully and 
followed his news eagerly. They were very fearful of 
hm ia^t the people join their hearts with him and 
libra^te the Holy Land, They prepared and lay in wait 
to eliininate him. 

Hie first attempt was the attack on Damietta. When 
Salah Ad-Din had iirmiy estabhshed his rule, the 
Franks in the Levmit felt endangered. Therefore, they 
senL meii^iagc^ to Spain and Sicily in order to provoke 
upheaval and remind them of fear for Jcrns^^ern. 
Furthermore, they sent a group of priests and monks 
to incite people to re^el and provided them with money, 
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men and weapons. 

Their soldiers soon blockaded Damielta in 564 A.H. 
Saiah Ad-Diii sent to Damietta, via the Nile^ an Eimy 
equipped with Emomimitton and ^i^pons. He asked 
Niir Ad-Din's assistance to drive away the Franks. Nur 
Ad-Din responded by sending a number of expeditions 
to Egypt and by going himself with his own soldiers to 
the Crusader principalities ux the Levant and Palestine* 
When the Franks found expeditions coming to Egypt 
and Nur Ad-Din. entering their countries, they witii- 
drew disappointed. They had stayed fifty days in 
DamicLLa, 

Five years later, in 569 A,H,, Franks fbom Sicily 
attacked Alexandria- Their fleet reached the coast 
carrying fiTteen bandied horses and thirty thousand 
fighters, cavalry and infantry, equipped with weapons, 
provisions, mangonels, siege engines and boats. When 
they reached the shore, they killed seven Muslim 
soldiers, sank some ol' the Muslim ships, and pitched 
thi^ hundred tents. Then they proceeded to Alexan* 
dria. 

Salah Ad-Din was in the city of Faqus at that time. 

When he learjietl un the third day thai Alexandria had 
been surrounded^ he prepared a gre&t army equipped 
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with weiapons aad aimEtimitioas* The encoimter lasted 

until late afternoon on the Tourth day. Salali Ad-Din 
wa£ abl^ to defeat them» sink their ships, kiU many of 
them, md take their baggage and weapons as spoite. 
Thus the hero smashed their blockuUe and broke up 
their troops. The r^aining soldiers v/&at bade to thdbr 
country disappointed. 

To sum up, Salah Ad-Din twice rescued Egypt from 

the aggression of the Franks and destroyed their plots. 
This incUcates that Salah Ad-Din was Uke a sword on 
the Crusaders' necks and like a lion that protects and 
defends Islam md Muslims* 

Setmon in the Nanw of the Abbasld Caliph 

After Salah Ad-Din had eliminated internal and 
external plots and had become tirmly established^ he 
wanted to take other steps on the road to independence, 

Sedng tluit the Egyptians e^ggemted in fallowing 
the I^ophet's family, i e. they followed the Shi*ah sect, 
he began to call them to the Sunni sect, which most of 
the people In the Muslim world follow. Therefore, he 
established two great schoots, the Nasariyah School 
and the Kamiliya School, so that people might follow 
the right The deared change was easy, for Nur 
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l^in urged liim to have the Friday scxmon deUyered in 
the aame of the Abbasid Caliph rather than the 
FtiUmid CalJph (thus ellcclively deposing Lhc Fatimid 
Galiph)* It was not only Nur Ad-Din who urged the 
change, but the whole Islamic world agreed to iL Al- 
'Injad, the khatib (the one who delivers the sermon) for 
Salab Ad-Din, addressed him in verse saying: 

Bring back the caliphate to the Abbasid 

rule And leave the liar until he dies. 

I>o not hesitate to do away with all 

plots and conspiracies as soon as yon 

realize them, 

Salah Ad-Din thought that he should wait for the 
proper time to change the sermon until had 
completed the call to the Si^ni sect and attracted tht 
Egyptians to him. 

When the Fatimid CtUiph became ill, Nur Ad-Din 

nisistcd, and Suhih Ad-Diu gatheied his advisers to ask 
their opinions. In the conndl, a non-Arab scholar 
called Al-Amir Al^'Alim, "the Scholar Prince", asked to 
undertake the task. He went to the mosque and 
delivered the Friday sennoQ m the name of the 
Abbasid Caliph instead of the Fati:nid CaJiph, Salah 
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Ad-Din coniniiiiided his loUowers lo conceal tiial iVom 
the Fatimid Caliph. He said^ "If he regains his health* 
he will recognize it. Tf he dies, we should not tell him 
that bad news." The sermoo m the name of the Abbasid 
Cahph was accepted calmly by the people, without 
struggle, as Ibii Ai-Ailiir mentioned jii his history. Al-^ 
'Adid died in 567 A.H, (1171 CE-), and with his death 
the Fatimid ci-d civdcJ. 

Salah Ad-I>m became the master over Egypt after 

Al->Vdid s death. He held the mourning for three days 

and took care of and honored Al-'Adid's family asd 

tea Led Ihciii kiadty. 

Policy with Nur Ad-Din 

After the death of the Fatmud Caliph, Saiah Ad-Din 

increased his cfforis lo improve his relationship with 
Nur Ad-Din so that the latter would ool think that he 
wanted to seize power. He kept the previous strong 
relationship that had existed at the time of his uncle 
Shirktih and did not forget Nur Ad-Din's favors to hkn 
in his youth. 

A short time later, he ordered the Friday sermon to 

be dehvered in the name of Nur Ad- Din instead of the 
Abbasid Caliph. He also coined in hi$ name m6 gave 
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lum precious ^fts from the treasures of the paidce. He 
was grateful to Nur Ad-Din for his pFevious actions 

aud showed his loyally to him. 

During this time when he ruled Egypt, Mine traitors 

among the artny commanders disobeyed him and 
Infused to live in Egypt. They sowed dissension 

between Salah Ad-Din and Nur Ad-Diii and kindled 

the fires of enmity and hatred. 

They succeeded in some of their low attempts to 
cause some disorders and conflicts. However, wise 
people recognized these attempts and warned against 
enmity between the two sides. The only beneficiary of 
differences and conflicts was the lurking enemy, A short 
time later, good faiths confidence, and sincerity between 
the two sides was restored. Salah Ad^^Din remaned 
loyal and under the rule of Nur Ad-Din until the latter's 
death in 569 A.H, (1173 C.R). 

From the foregoing preview of wqAs achieved by 
Salah Ad-Din in Egypt and plots overcome by him, 
readers can recognize his character and political 
e&pen^Qce^ his Hxmness and organizing of aOairs. 

In this period, Salah Ad- Din was able to remove all 
the obstacles he met and in a short time became the 
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master of Muslims in the Bast and an adept fighter in 
battles of liberation. Divine destiny chose him to 
remove the setbacks that had befallen Muslims during 
the Crusaders' occupation in different times. In the next 
chapter, we will explain huw Salah Ad-Din united the 
Muslim countries under his rule and defeated the 
Franks in the decisive Battle of Hattin and how he 
regained glory for Isiam and Muslims. 

^ That is the Grace of Allah whkh He hentoh^s 
on whom He wills. And Allah is AUSuffideni 
for His creatures* needs^ AU-Kaower ^ . 

(Al-Ma'idah 5;54) 
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Salah Ad-Din in Syria 



Syria after Nur Ad-Din 

After Nur Ad-Din's death, his son Al-Malik As- 

Salili Isnia'il inherited his kingdom. He had not yet 
reached his majority* being only eleven years old. 
Shams Ad-Din ibn Al-Muqadim was his guardian and 
trustee. The princes in Syria vied with one another and 
attempted to weaken, slander and plot against one 
another. The young kmg knew nothing about tiie 
state's affairs. He was a toy in the hand of those princes 
who compiled to usurp the throne for their personal 
purposes* 

Sair AJ"Dia, Al-Malik As-Salih's cousin and the 
ruler of Mosul, seized Nur Ad-Din*s cities in Al-Jazirah 
(the area between the Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers) 
and permitted other princes to rule the cities under their 
control. Some princes resorted to treaties with the 
Crusaders to support them against the other princes. 
Divisions, conflicts and dispute over authority pre- 
vailed in the countries and the conditions worsened. 
Destiny chose Saiah Ad-Din to rescue the countries 
from shameful divisions and hateful differences. 
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Damasci^ SeiHb for Salah Ad'^Din 

Salah Acl-Din knew about the struggles and 
disorders. Howcv&i, he waited lor the proper time in 
which to intervene* He was afraid of the Syrians' anger 
and objection if he intervened at the wrong lime. 
Therefore, he always sent messages to Al-Malik As- 
Salili Isma'i! showing his sincerity and loyalty to him. 
He coined in his name, had the Friday sermon delivered 
in his name, and showed the Syrians that he was taking 
care of the young king^s interests. 

The people of Dnmascus knew ihaL Saif Ad-Dm had 
seized the cities of Ai-Jazirah; that Shams Ad-Din, the 
guardian of the young king, had made a treaty with the 
Cruaaders in Jerusalem; and that Nur Ad-Dm *s princes 
were doing their best to usurp the throne for their own 
interests. Therdore, they sent a measLige to Salah Ad- 
Din asking him to rescue them and hmit the disorder 
and sedition. They aj^ked hun to take charge of their 
country's affairs and protect it from dangers and risks. 

Salah Afl-Dui in Damascus 

Salah Ad-Din was very happy when he received the 
invitation to visit Damascus, for it was a justification to 
intervene in the state's affairs. He went to Damascus 
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without fearing the Franks. Rather, he trusted in Allah, 
in liimself, and in his strength. 

Salah Ad-Din traveled to Busra, whose prince 
welcomed him generously with open arms, then 
arrived in Damascus in Kabi' Al-Awal 570 A,H, 
(1 174 CE.). He lived in his father's honse for a while 
until the castle was surrendered to him. Afterwards, he 
went to it and sei^ied much of its wealth and treasures. 
He did not exploit authority for collecting money, 
accumulating wealth or indulging in worldly pleasures 
and a luxunons life. To the contrary^ he hved a life of 
sufficiency. We will nicnlion in the chapter concerning 
his virtues and characteristics that Salah Ad-Dia died in 
poverty. 

How did Salah Ad-Din spend this wealth and 

treasures? He distributed it among ihc poor and needy 
m order to acoomplish the principles of social justice 
and eliminate ignorance, poverty, and diseases, in 
accordance with Islamic teachings. 

The popular delegations received him by stately 
procession expressing their joy and happiness. They 
pinned their hopes on him that he could unite the 
country, free Jerusaium, and establish the Muslim entity 
in the whole world. 
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Poets exhorted him to jihad and to achieve the 
hoped-for victory. Wajish Al-*Asadi addressed him in 
ver^ saying: 

Victory and success have been accomplished at 
your hand, so try to achieve them more aad 
more. 

By A]]ah» Salah Ad-Din resembles a lioo that 
ravens many preys if it jumps. 

You conqitered Jallaq, which was a fortified 
border, and rebuilt what was ruined. 

It asked your help in a humble way when there 
was no other helper and people decided to run 
awa^. 

You returned life to it as you did in Egypt, and 
regained justice after it had gone away. 

This is the champion who achieved victory for 
Islam and showed its way and humiliated the 

disbelievers anU C-rusaders, 

He rejected people*s praises because he is 

humble, and icluscd worldly pleasures be- 
cause he is asceticw 

If he had not ^lavcd Syriu^ iiioimments would 
have been destroyed and its marks would have 
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disappeared for a long time. 

Nashu Ad-Da wluh Abul-FadI also wrote poetry: 

He came late to Damascus, after they had 

prayed to their Lord* 1 was touched by harm. 

A!l praises and thanks are always to Allah for 
His graces and boimty. 

He also granted us a king whose et a was one of 
His servants, 

Allah put His secret in him, so he became well 

Known in the East and West. 

Salah Ad-Din sat in the House of Justice in 
Damascus to remove injustice, give people their 
riglils, and remove unjust taxes imposed by the rulers* 
Sa'adah ihn 'Abdullah wrote a poem about this: 

You removed injustice from the people of 
Damascus when you came. 

So, you occupied a high rank in the palace and 
put on the crown of honor. 

The subjects' hands reaped the fruits of security 
from its garden. 

After Salah Ad-0in's power had become fmn in 
Damascus, he emphasized in his messages and 
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dialogues that he had come to Damascus to support 

Al-Maiik As-Salih. I' or iiistancej after taking control of 
Damascus, he said to the messenger of Aleppo, "You 
should Icnow that I did not come to Damascus except to 
unite the word of Islam, set matters right, guard the 
public, block the enemies, educate Nur Ad-Din's son, 
and get rid ol' the iiggrcbsors," 

In Horns, Hamah and Aleppo 

After he had conquered Damascus, he stayed a short 

while organizing its affairs and rectifying the evil in it. 
Then he appointed his brother Saif Ad-Din Taghtakin 
as niler over it and went to Horns. He conquered it 
except for the castle. He left his commanders to besiege 
it and protect the city, then marched to Hamah. The 
ruier of Hamah was 'Izz Ad-Din Jurdik, who had been 
one of his lieutenants in the third expedition to E:g> pt- 
He did not surrender to Salah Ad-Din. However, Sulah 
Ad-Din told Jurdik that he had come to protect the city 
from the Franks and retake the cities of Al-Jazirah 
occupied by Saif Ad-Din. the ruler of Mosul. He told 
him also that he would obey the young Al-Malik As- 
Sahh Isrnall. Hamah's ruler was convinced and 
surrendered to him. He also accepted to serve as a 
messenger from Salah Ad-Din to Sa'd Ad-Din 
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Kamashtakin, the ruler of Alqjpo. 

Sa'd Ad-Din wa& the one who had seized Aleppo 
from the original ruler. Shams Ad-Din ibn Ad*Dayah, 
and replaced him. He imprisoned Ibn Ad-Dayah, his 
brothers, and other princes and allied with the 

Ci us>atlcrs to suppoi L him. 

Salah Ad-Din sent his messeng^ Jurdik to the 

usurper Sa'd Ad-Din with the locummendalian tliiit iic 
release the prisoners and Ibn Ad-Dayah, When Jurdik 
reached Aleppo and told him the message, Sa'd Ad-EVin 
imprisoned him with Ibn Ad-Dayah. Undoubtedly, 
Kamashtakin would carry the responsibility for his 
action, for Salah Ad-Din lay in wiiiL to encounter him 
to make him pay for unjustly and hostilely imprisoning 
Ihcm. 

Kamashtakin did not stop at this. He sent a 

messenger to Rashid Ad-Din Siiian, the hciid of the 
Tsmalliya^^^ seel who lived in Misyaf, asking for bis help 

(11 Inuim Al-Gh:i7ali siiys in Ihc iroiUtse Ffuhi'ih Ai-{iiita>uyah 'an 
Miihadi' Al-Isma'Uiyah that their sect belonged oalwardly lo the 
Shi 'ah sect, but inwardly they were pure disbelievers. They 
believed in absolute liceutiovsnevs and removal of hijab. They 
also permitted (he prohibited and denied other religions. However, 
they denied these beliefs if they were ascribed to them. Rather, they 
iisLfibcd ihcm io i^aiiii il Jii'far Afi-Sadiq, 
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and support. RasMd Ad-Din sent a band to kill Salah 
Ad-Din, They followed him into the Jushan camp in the 
west of the Aleppo region and attempted to enter his 
tent, but the soldiers attacked them. 

Another assault took place while he was in *Azaz, a 
village in Aleppo, in 571 A.H,, when some fedayeen 
atLacked his tent. Three men succeeded in eniering his 
tent wearing military iinifonns like those of his guards 
and injured his head. He was nearly kiHcci but was 
saved by his weanng a coat of mail. The Isma'Ui 
fedayeen fought with Sultan Salah Ad-Din's body- 
guards and each aide had injuries. When other soldiers 
joined Salah Ad-Din, the fedayeen ran away. SaMi Ad- 
Din's soldiers pursued ihem and killed some of them, 

Hie sultan planned revenge. When he came back 
from Aleppo the following year, he headed to their 
castle in h^isyaf in the west of Hamah and prepared 
mangonels for them. He killed and clijijIutclI iiiosl of 
them, regained the money and cattle, etc. that they had 
taken, destroyed their homes, and taught them a hard 
lesson. 

When Kama^htakin was disappointed, he asked the 
Crusaders'" support. IJpon this, the Crusaders sent an 
army led by Raymond IIT Salah Ad-Din Hberated 

53 



Aleppo and then went to Horns lo fight against the 
Crusaders. When they knew that Salah Ad-Din was 
coming, they wiihdicw. Sii[iili AJ-Diii then headed to 
Damascus and conquered Ba albak. 

During this period, Sakih Ad-Din faced difnculties 
from the plotting of ^ ^ur Ad-Din's princes agaitist bim^ 

i'vi' lli^ recisons thai ;-.'>l[ow. 

After Salah Ad-Din had conquered several cities in 

Syria, they feared that he would conquer more and seize 
power. Therefore, they asked Saif Ad-Din Ghazi, the 
fuler of Mosul, to support his cousin Al-Malik As- 
Suiih. He prepared soldiers, weapons^ and provisions to 
aid his cousin. 

He arrived in Aleppo and joined ibrccs with Its army 
and headed towards Salah Ad-Din. The latter asked 
thcin Ibr reconciliation in order to prevent bloodshed, 
sedition and disorder that would be in fkvor of the 
Franks. Among his offers was that he hand over all the 
cities he bad conquered on the condition that he 
remains in Damascus as the king's deputy. However, 
they rejected that and asked him to hand over ail the 
cities and return to Egypt. Salah Ad-Din found no 
other aoluUoii but Lo fight them, Tlie Arab poet said; 
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If one does no I find a safe way but the 
way that is full of risfc$ and dangers. 
There is no other choice 

save to walk on this way. 

He made preparations and encountered them neat 
Hamah, defeaiiog them on 9 Ramadan 570 A.Ji. He 
terrorized and horrified them so much that a soldier did 
not Ctirg about his comrade. They fled to Aleppo. Salah 
Ad-Din pursued tht^, seized their provisions as spoils, 
and surrounded them in Aleppo. AHlt ihis Jcfcai. Saif 
Ad-Din went back to Mosul to resume preparations. 
Salali Ad-Din followed hiro and encountered his army 
at Sultan Hill. Salah Ad-Din triumphed over them 

again ^id captured most of Mosul's soldiers and took 
their bEigga^e as spoils. 

Afterwards, Salah Ad-Din went to Baza'ah, and the 
castle fell into his hands. Next he occupied Manbajj 
then he besieged 'Azaz until they surrendered to him 
and he took 'Azaz castle. He then hcLidcd again to 
Aleppo. When he had Aleppo under siege, Nur Ad- 
Din*s young daughter, the sister of Al-Malik As-Salih, 
weal out to meet hiin, Salah Ad-Din welcomed and 
honored her and gave her many precious gifts. He 
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asked her aboul the requests of her subjects. She replied 
that they wanted 'Azaz dty. He granted hei the cttyi 
and then, with due respect and esteem for her father's 
position^ he himself accompanied her back to the walls 
of Aleppo. 

When the blockade intensified, Al-Malik As-S^ih 
consulted his subjects and decided to accept reconcilia- 
tion. He stipulated that only the cities that Saiah Ad- 
Din had conquered were to be under his control. 
According to the agreement, SaJah Ad-Din became the 
ruler over Damascus, Horns, Hamah, Al^Ma'arrah, and 
other sniLill cities and their castles. Al-Malik As-Salih 
controlled only Aleppo and other cities next to it. 

After this reconciUationj Salah Ad-Din returned to 
Egypt in 576 A.H« in order to review and settle its 
affairs. He had hardly arrived in Egypt when he was 
told that Al-Maiik As-Saiih had died. He was only 
nineteen years old. He had decreed by will that his 
cousin *lzz Ad- Din Mas ud, the ruler of Mosul, succeed 
him* When 'Izz Ad-E>in was informed^ he departed 
Mosul immediately to take over the new position in 
Aleppo. As soon as he took ofnce^ his brother 'Imad 
Ad-Din, the ruler of Sanjar, asked to trade places with 
him* '^Izz Ad-Din agreed to liis request and became the 
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filler of Sanjar while *Imad Ad-Din took over Aleppo 
OB 13 Muharram 57S AM, 

At last Salah Ad-Din was able lo subjugate 'Imad 
Ad-Din to his rule whca he conquered Aleppo. The 
people received him joyously on 17 Safar 579 A.H. 

Poets and orators praised Ms actions and dted his 

exploits and immortal heroism. Among the wonderful 
sayings was that of Mohi Ad-^Din ibn Az-Zaki^ 
Damascus' jiidge, who praised Salah Ad-Din in a 
poem saying: 

Your conquest of Aleppo 

with the sword in Safar 

is a good omen of conquering 

Jemsalem in Rajab. 

It is agreed historically that Jerusalem was, in fact, 

conquered in Rajab four years after Aleppo's conquest* 

Among those who praised and congratulated Sultan 
Salah Ad-Din in poetry after Aleppo's conquest was 
Yusuf Al-Bara*i: 

When you conquered Aleppo, it became 
illustrious with joys and l^t prevailing. 

hey gave you the leadership by which you will 
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liave all acclaim and honor over you. 

Abu Taiy An-Najjar praised the status of Aleppo 

saving: 

Aleppo is fee master of Syria, and it increased 
in glory and beauty when Yu^uf came. 

It is the origin of glory. Whoever attained 

the highest of it^ mcr^sed in majesty and glory. 

The place of glory is that: whoever lived 

in it, had all glory, pride and majesty. 

And whoever ruled it. ruled aU 

lands of hills and mountaios* 

To summarize, in this period Salah Ad-Din faced 
three conspiracies: from the lsma*ilis, Franks, and Nui 
Ad-Din's princes. These three powers allied E^ainst him 
ia order to impede Islamic uniLy in Iraqj Syria^ and 
Egypt* However^ he triumphed ovear them with the 
wisdom, power, detenninatioii and acuity that Allah 
grajited to him. 

In Lhe next chapter wc will explain how this hero was 
able to unite the Islamic countries under his leadership 
and truthfully regain the spirit of jihad against the 
enmy Crusaders, 
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- 5 - 

Caimtries United under His Rule 



1, Afiei- the death of Suitaii Nur Ad-JDiiij the liero Salali 

Ad-Din had every opportunity to unite the Muslim 
world under his flag. He couid unite ihem, one after 
the other, because of his military talents and his 
experience m politics and war. In Yemen, the 
various parties were all in continuous conflict und 
fighting against each other dnimg Saiah Ad-Din's 
era- As a result, the country became shattered, torn 
to pieces. The Ha mad mites at San'a and the 
Najahites in Zubaid fought against each other over 
the ruling authority. In addition, there was a false 
propagandist who claimed that he was Ai-Mahdi Al- 
Mmatmhfff-y^ He caused sonae unrest and disrup- 
tion that led to massacres, civil strife, and anarchy in 
Yemen* Salaii Ad -Din was pained to see Muslims 
kilHng and plotting against ope another^ so he sent 
his brother Tufan Shah to Yemen to end the discord 
and strife. He succeeded in joining it to Bgypt and 
Syria under his rule. 

(D Al-MiM AUMuRmhar is "The IMtected One", a ruler who will 
appear upon the earth in the last days and guide people to the right 
path. (Iraosl^ior) 
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Z* Turati Simh went with his ^my via the Nile River 

tmtil the city of Qus. Hien he went by knd to the 
Red Sea coasi and from there sailed to Jeddah and 
Ymen. He was able to seize the Zubaid temtory 
and some other forts. Some historians stated that he 
conquered more than eighty forts and cities in 
Yemen. It serans that the Yemeni people rejoiced at 
Turan Shah's coining, for he would stop the 
disorder and anarchy in which they lived. Some 
Yemenis paved the way for Turan Shah to conquer 
the state without bloodshed, for castle guards sent 
him the keys of the citadels lo spare peoples* blood. 
They desired to Uve in stability,. When he had 
conquered Yemen^ he took counsel with his 
companions in choosing the proper headquarters. 
He decided to take Ta'z dty as headquarters. 

3. Salah Ad-Din appointed his brother Turan Shah as 

ruler over Yemen, and then appidnted his brother 

Taghtakin ibn Ayyub, who remained its ruler until his 
death in 593 A.H* The Ayyubid rule in Yemen 
remained for more than 80 yeaiiSt from 569 to 652 A*H. 

4. The same year in which Yemen was conquered, Salah 

Ad-Din conquered Barqah, Tripoli, and the eastern 
part of Tunisia to Qabis in 569 A,H. 
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5. In 579 Salah Ad-Dincalled his brother Al~Malik 

Al-'Adil to attend the Islamic conference held in 
Damascus for ambassadors of princes in the Muslim 
world. Among the attendees were the Gratid Sheikh 
Saclr Ad-Din; Shihab Ad -Din Bashr, the envoy of 
the Abbasid Caliph An-Nasr Lidimllahi; Ai-Qadi 
Mohi Ad-Din Ash-Shahrazuri; Baha' Ad-Din ibn 
Shaddad, the ambassador of Mosul's ruler; and 
Mu'izz Ad-Din Sinjar, ambassador of Ai-Jazirah*s 
nUer; and many others. Salah Ad-Din endeavored 
to remove all disagreements and conllicis among the 
Muslim priBces and hnplant instead brotherhood 
and reconciliation. All the ambassadors agreed to 
unite except for Mosul's ambassador. He was ihe 
only one who disagreed with and strotigly opposed 
Salah Ad-Din. 

6. When Mosul's ruier refused to imite with the Muslim 

World, Sdltih Ad-Din was obliged to fight him to 
deter and guide him to the right way. When Salah 
Ad-Din besieged the city, its ruler, *Izz Ad-Din, 
submitted and reconciled in the Harrcin Treaty of 
58 i A,H* According to the treaty* 'Izz Ad- Din 
handed over the cities of Shahar Zur, Al-Qarabili, 
and Tafjak, and their surrounding provinces, to 
Salah Ad-Din. On the other hand, Salah Ad-Din 
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handed over Mosul to Izz Ad-Din provided that the 
Friday sermon and coins remained in Satah Ad- 

Din's Hiimc. In addition^ 'Izz Ad-Din was to follow 
Salah Ad-Dia's poiicy* 

Ibn Wasil staled in his book Majraj Af-Kurub fl 
Tawarikh Bani Ayyub that after the Harran Treaty, 
SaJah Ad-Din gathered und^ one banner soldiers 

from Mosul. SEinjLir, Al-Ji^zirali, Arbil. [Inrran, Diar 
Bakr, and otiier places, after ttiey hiid been factions. 

7. One of the matters that Saluh Ad-Din iitidertook was 

to send a message to the Abbasid CaUph Al- 

Mustadt* in Baghdad. Al-Qadi Al-Fadi, Salah Ad- 
Din's vizier, wrote the message in whi£:h he 
reminded them of Salah Ad-Din's feats of jihad 
aiKl his nchiLVcmcnts, such as his figluing against 
the enemy; conquering Egypt, Yemen and North 
Africa; and chan^ng the Friday sermon to be in the 
name of the Abbasid Caliph. Also, he a&kcd the 
Abbasid Caliph to appoint iiim ruler over Egypt, 
Morocco, Yemen, Syria^ and other countries 
uonquL^iL^I laid by him. He also asked that his 
brother or son be appointed al'ter him. The Caliph 
Al-Mustadt* responded to their request by sending 
delegations lo ^pc^ify the states he wanted to rule. 
He also gave presents and robes of honor to the 
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delegation and th^ Sultan's relatives. 

8. From ihe iilbic mentioned, \\c set; llial Salah Ad-Din 

joined numerous stfttes and dties under one banner. 

He ruled many cities and towns» from Ramtah to Ihc 
Nile basin, and from North Africa to Tripoli, and he 
conquered Yemea» Ad^n, Tripoli coast, and a part 
of TunisiLi to Qiibis. in addition lo l:gyp^ Syria, and 
northern Iraq. In these sLate^s and towns, the Friday 
sermon was delivered in his name. The countries 
under his rule were as follows: North Iraq 
(Kurdistan), Greater Syriw, Ycmen^ Egypt, Mor- 
occo, and the coast of North Africa. 

Undoublcdly, Muslim naLious set great hopes on 
Salah Ad-Din and saw A good omen in htm to 
achieve Mttslim unity* Aftet this strong unity, the 
time had come to attack the Crusaders ia Jerusalem 
and expel them in a decisive war that history would 
record and generations would be proud of. 

9* Poets viewed the unity under Salah Ad-Din's rule as 

goodness for the wmnah (nation) and a glory to 
Isiam, because the ummah had suffered so much 
from incompetent rulers. Ibn Sanan explained that 

in a poem saying: 

The nation did not find a good ruler to 
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administer it; every ruler is incompeient and has 
a mind like a child. 

As soon as Salah. Ad-Din came to power, 
corrupttOE was removed and diseases were 

remedied. 

They also believed that the unity of the Muslims' 
word was the starting point to liberate Jerusalem from 
the spiteful and ignoble Crusaders and to make Islam 
triumph* The conquest of Jei:usait;iii would be a step to 
other comiuests because it was the aim, hope, and the 
complete control over Palestine. Al-*Imad Al-Asbahaoi 
praised Salah Ad-Din in a poem: 

With your conquest, Islam became proud, and 
with your victory, days became lightened. 

You provided the world and religion 

with strength and hopes. 

You have to complete the conquest 

by conquering Jerusalem. 

Go ahead in conquering, so that system may 

continue} and be a Muslim in order to make 

Islam triumph. 
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Crusaders' Plots and Wars^.*^ 

What Wcw the Cn»adi»? 

The Crusades were niiliUry campaigns carried out 
by Europe for two centuries. The aim was to liberate 
Jemsafem from the hands of Muslims and to limit the 
Eidvanoe of Mitalims who had begun to invade the rest 
of the world, 

Re^ns for the Crusades 

The most important reasons for the Crusades are a$ 
follows: 

1. The Crusaders hated Islam and Musluns because th^ 

had conquered Jerusalem and other pSaces that had 
been under Christian authority in parts of Asia, 
AMca, and Europe. 

2. Constantinopk was under threat of occupation by the 

MusHm Seljuqs, who had spread closer to it. The 
Byzantine Emperor Alexius Comnenus appealed for 
the help of the Christian countries ag^unst the 
Muslims. 

(t) Most of this dtaptet h taken from Muhamniad Al-*Anisl, Al- 
Himdi As-Saimyah fl Al-Mashriq wa AI-Maghs^^ pp. 19, 39 - 40. 
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3. Christian pilgrims to Jerusalem complained of bad 

treatment From Muslims. Afte^r returning to Buiope, 
they alleged that they had sufTered hardships and 
injustice from Muslims. Among Uie most deter- 
mined who implanted hatred between Christians 
and Muslims was the French monk Peter the 
HermiL 

4. Religious zeal, the desire to liberate Jerusalem from 

Muslims, and forgiveness of sins for those who 
participated in war against Muslims were great 
mohviilors. T his zeal was aroused by the sermoQS of 
priesu, bishops, and the pope in church congrega- 
tions. 

5* The Fatimids in Egypt were inclined to ally with the 

Byzaiuincs lo help Lhcm liberate their lands 
occupied by Seljuq Muslims. 

We should niciuioii licic that Pope Urban 11 
delivered an important speech in the Council of 
Clermont in Franw, They agreed to wage the first 
Crusade in 4SiS A.H, (1095 C.E.)* The speech indicated 
the animosity and enmity for Islam and Muslima, He 
declared, "This war is not to conquer one cily but Lo 
conquer the whole of Asia md to seiK treasures and 
wealth which are innumerable. You have to perform 
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pilgrimage in Jerutiuk'nt and liberate the Holy Land 
from ^bez^ers; you have to take this land because it, 
ai ihc l onih declared, is a land flowing with milk and 
hon&y."ti) 

First Crusade and Occupation of Jerusalem 

In 486 A.H,, the French monk Peter tlie Hermit 
visited Jerusalem. When he returned, he met the pope 
and asked him to call for the Crusades. The pope held a 
couucii in Piucenza in northern lla]y, then the Council 
of Qermont (France) in which they agreed to laundi a 
war. 

The Crusader armies agreed to meet at Constanti- 
nople. When Ihe first contiagenL^ which was exuemely 
disordered and chaotic, cro&sed Asia Minor, the Seljuq 
Qalij Arsalan dcrcali;d them in a big bailie near Nicaea, 
a city close to Constantinople. 

The other coiiLiug^nts, organized by princes and 
feudal lords, came from southern and northern France 

[and th us Ih c y w ere known as F ranks] and from 

southern Italy, They gathered at Constantinople. When 
they crossed Asia Minor, QliIiJ Arsalan intercepted 
them Lind wnr broke cutt between tlie two sides. The 

U> Al-Akhbw Aa-SiUiuiyuh. page t2. 
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Crusaders defeated him and occupied Antioch after a 
siege that lasted for eight months. Afterwards, they 
occupied Jerusalem after a month of siege in 492 A.H, 
(1099 ex.). They did all sorts of deeds in contradiction 
to human mercy and divine religions and committed 
hideous atrodties against the rights of Muslims, They 
killed about seventy thousand Muslims till the blood 
flowed copiously in Al-Aqsa Mosque and the quarters 
and alleys that branched ofT from it. 

Ihn A!-Athir described the resentment ol Islaihtc 
society at that time saying: 

People ran away IVum Syria to Baghdad in the 
company of Al-Qadi Abu Sa'id Al-Harwi in Ramadan, 
He recorded in his message horrible actions and terrible 
crimes that tilled the eyes with tears and hearts became 
llh They offered Friday prayer, asked for help, cried, 
and remembered the killing of Mushms, the capture of 
women and children, the plunder of money. So, th^ 
broke their fasit Uiis day. 

Thereby the Crusaders dwelled in the Syrian lands 

and scL up numerous principalities on the coasts 
extending from the Gulf of Alexandria to Ascalon 
and from the Gulf of *Aqabah Gulf to the north of Ar- 
Ruha (now known as Urufa, Turkey) * 
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Reasons for die Crusaders^ Victory 

The most important reason for the Crusaders' success 
in occupying Jerusalem and the surrounding countries 
was the conflicis, disputes *ind disagreements within the 
Muslim society. The enemy was not able to penetrate 
into the Muslim lands^ dominate the holy places, and 
rule Jerusalem (from which the Prophet ^a^cended to 
the seven heavens) except when they saw the condition 
or \.hc Muslim wnmah with its disputes, weakness and 
decline. They then seized the opportunity and attacked 
the Muslim world, dcshoyed their buildings, and 
regarded the noble people as ignoble ones. 

Therefore, many historians talked about this period 
and the conditions of the Muslim society in the First 

Crusade with examples such as these: 

• While theCrusaders blockaded Jerusalem J Muhammad 
ibn Malikshah fought against liis half-brother Barkiyaruq. 

« The Franks took over Acre while Syrian kings 
fought against each other. 

« The Mushm countries were divided and plotted 
against each other. Some Muslim countries asked 
the Franks for help in fighting other Muslims. 
Other iiis to rians also recorded other comments about 
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this era, such as those ol" Ibn Al-Ailiir and others. 
The cominents prove that the Musiim ummah was the 
reason for this occupation, And Allali did not harm 
them but they harmed their own selves- 
Second Crusade: Prelude to Victory at Hattin 

We meniioned aL jve that ihe declining bialc of the 
Muslim society was a major Tactor in the success of the 
Crusaders in occupying Jcrus;ilcm. I hcrclorc, ihcrc was 
no solution to overcome the Crusaders without a 
comprehensive renaissance and unity. Indications of 
this renaissance started when *Imad Ad-Din Zaiiki 
established a strong state extending from Mosul to 
Ma'ai rnl An-NLrEiian in 521 A.H. imad Ad-Din 
fought the Crusaders in numerous encounters, one of 
the greatest of which wi^s iiv Ar-t^ului, which removed 
its principahty in 539 A,H. 

Such defeats were the main reason for the cbcuhiiion 
of the Crusades and the Second Crusade^ in which King 
Lkjuis V of France and Emperor Conrad III of 
Germany participated. They agreed to kill 'Imad Ad- 
Din Mahmud/^* who governed the western part after 

(I) When *Imad Ad-Din Zanfci died, he left a lot of sons. The two 
eldest were Sail' Ad-Din and Nur Ad-Din Mahmud. The lwo = 
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the death of his father, 'Imad Ad-Din Zanki, because 
they regarded 'Imad Ad-Din as the major threat to the 
Fiauks. The Crusaders headed to Damascus and 
besieged it for a short time, then withdrew. The siege 
was lifted in 543 AJH. Thus, the Second Crusade failed 
The withdrawal revived the Muslim society, raised its 
spirits, and paved the way Lo victory in the liattle of 
Hattin* 



« brothers divided the kingdom Into wo: the eastern part for Saif 

Ad-Din wrtii the capital in Mnsul^ and Lhi^ western piirt lor Nur 
Ad- Din Mithmud with the capital in Altrppo. Nur Acl-I^ln 
Mahmud's kingdom was iKliiicent to Lhe Crusader states. This 
was one of the reasons (bat bd to tlie escalation of the conflict. 
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Salah Ad-Din's Victory in the Battle of Hattin 

Reasons for the Battk 

We mentioned in chapter four that Salah Ad-Din 
established a great united kingdom that included the 

north of \n\q (Kurdistan), Greater Syria, Egypt, 
Yemen, and Barqah, He also prepared an army to 
invade the Franks and regain Jerusalem and other cities 
they occupied. But he waited for the proper time to take 
revenge for the massacres and crimes they had 
comniiUcd in Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque and to 
teach them a lesson they would never forget. 

The time for reUiliatioji came when the lord of 
Kerak, Reginald of ChtiUon (Arabic: Amat), attacked 
a trade caravan loyal to Salali Ad-Din in 582 A.H, 
(11S7 The Principality of Kerak, located between 
Egypt and Syria, had a tnioe with Satah Ad-Din. 
Among the articles of the truce was the permission for 
Muslim caravans to pass safely and peacefully back and 
forth between Egypt and Syria. 

Reginald plundered the caravan's money and 

captured its men. Historians reported that when the 
Muslims* caravan was seized by the lord of Kerak, he 
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despised Islam and the Prophet ^ and said to the 

Muslim caplives, ^'If you believe in M iihiimniad, call 
him to release you and free you from this captivity*" 
When Satah Ad-Din was told that, he was furiom and 
swore to kill him with his own hands. The :>uitan kepi 
his oath, as we will see in the following pages. 

Reginald's attack was the spark that ignited war 
between Salah Ad-Din and Franks. Salah Ad-Din 
waged battles against them and made thejii taste 
sufTenng and hardships. His name became public in 
Europe, and mothers friglucncd Ihcir children with his 
name. However, the hero treated captives, women, and 
children kindly. He was regarded as an object of pride 
for history and an example for generations. 

Battle of Hattin and Conquest of Jerusalem 

Alter this inl.Linoiis attack on the c^travan, Salah Ad- 
Din mustered his armies and broke them into 
contingents to deliver an exemplary punishment to 
the Franks, one and all, and regain the holy city of 
Jerusalem, which was the place from which the Prophet 
^ ascended to the seven heavens mid Lhc birlhplace of 
the prophets. 

During that time, the ruler of Kerak prepared an 
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army to attack the Muslims returoing from Hajj. Salab 
Ad-Din called the people for jihad to protect the 
pilgrims. He camped at Qasr As-Sdamah, near Basra, 
and remained till the pilgrims hsd come in peace and 
safety. The pilgrims then prayed Allah to grant victory 
to SaJah Ad-Din and overcome his enemies who were 
always violating their covenants and breaking treaties. 
Fanaticism and resentment blinded the Franks, and 
enmity and ignorance hardened their hearts. They 
would taste of the same cup. 

After making preparations, Salah Ad-Din consulted 
his advisers regarding the proper Ume ior war. They 
fixed the date on 17 Rabi' Al-Akher 583 A.H. after the 

Jwnu'ah Prayer^ bcLwccii the cries of "AUahu Akbar^ 
and supplications for victory/'* 

(I) Mtulims should know iliis facL and realize that preparations for 
war and achieving iritimph cannot be rcuhzcd only by supplica- 
tions and resort to Allah, but by preparations for financiat 5tn:ngih 
and for battle. Supplications and i^i Living for victory are in the 
battlcUckl. SuIliIi Ad-Diii [intl the righLcoiis caliphs before him 
followed tliia way and did as the Prophet ^ did in Ihc BllIiIcs of 
Badr, Hunain, Al-Ahi^ab, and Uhud- Hq ask«d th« help of Allah in 
the battlefield Sftyin^; "O Ailah, grant me victory as You promised 
me. O Allah, if the enemy defeats this band of Muslims, You will 
not be worshiped in the earth again.** This went together with thcs 
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Salah Ad-Din kiX Damascus and beaded to Ra's Al- 
Maa*, which was used as a center for mustering the 
soldiers. His son Al-Malik Al-Afdal remained in Ra s 
Al-Maa' while he went to Busra, and Muzaffar Ad-Din 
Kubn went to Acre. From Busra, Salah Ad-Din headed 
to the castles of Kerak and Ash-Shubk and then 
returned to Tiberias. He (may Allah have mercy on 
him) spared no effort to keep the Muslim soldiers alert 
and awaken their zeal to fight for the sake of Allah. He 
was always griei'-strickeii, sad, and licavyhc^arted. He 
ate but little. When asked the reason^ he replied, "How 
can mirth and food and sleep be agreeable to me while 
Jerusalem is in the hands of the Crusaders? " His 
companion and friend AKQadi Baha' Ad-Din ibn 
Shaddad described his state during the Crusades saying: 
The oecupation of Jerusalem was a great matter that 

-fintuidal prt;parations. How well a poci expressed this when he 
addressed Salah Ad-Din saying: 

You left generations of friends wbose life stories filled the 
world with basil and perfume. 

Their conquests were righteousness and mercy, and thwr 

policies were justice and good deeds. 

They realized thai religion is not only supplications and 

prayer beada» 

But also reli^on is in prayers and the battlefield. 
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a mountain could not bear,..* He was like a mother 

who is bereaved of her child. He rode from one 
place to anoLhcr urging the pL^ople to jihad and 
wandered about places crying, "Oh for IslamI" and 
his eyes shed tears. The more he looked at Acre and 
the trials that afllictcd the people, the more he urged 
the people to jihad. At that time, he ate nothing. He 
drank medicine given by the doctor, I was told by 
some of his doctors that from Friday until Sunday 
he ate only an insignificant amount because he was 
so interested in the war. 

When the Crusaders were sure that Salah Ad-Din 

was orgiiiiizing a gicai undertaking against Lhem, they 
made preparations and headed to Tiberias. The two 
sides encountered at a place called Hattin. In the 
mormngr the sun was hot like fire. The Muslims took 
control of the water sources to destroy them by thirst. 
The hero Salah Ad-Din seized the opportunity, 
attacked and dispersed them. Tlieir troops withdrew 
to the Horns of Hattin, terrified, thirsty and fearftil- 
The battle ended with a great victory for Salah Ad-Din 
and a hateful defeat for the Crusaders, and none 
escaped. Salah Ad-Dia killed ten thousand persons and 
took captives from them. He also killed the Bishop of 
Acre and seized his cross. It was the most disastrous 
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defeat they had suffered. 

The Muslims advanced onto the mountain summit. 
The remaining Crusaders were the King of Jerusalem 
and one hundred fifty cavalrymen who could not fi^t 
because of their severe thirst, fear and e3diailstion. The 
king and cayaltymen were captured. Reginald, who was 
the reason for the battle, was also captured. Sultan 
Salah Ad-Din consulted his advisers and those of his 
followers who had good opinions in a tent. They 
prostrated to Allah iu gratitude for the victory. 

Then he ordered soldiers to brii^i; the King, Guy of 
Lusignan, and Retinal Lord ofKerakj tg the lent. He 
brou^t water for them. The Idng drank most of the 
cup and gave the rest to Reginald, Then the sultan said, 
"We did not give him wat^ to safeguard him." He 
rebuked Reginald for attacking the Muslim caravan 
and being insolent towards the Prophet ^ . He lailed 
him in order to fulfill his promise and keep his oath. At 
thatj the king became afraid, biu the sultao soothed 
him and cahned him down saying, "It is not usual for 
kings to kill other kings, but he exceeded tlie liinii^i.'Mle 
sent him and his followers to Damascus io honor. 

The battle was a decisive victory for Salah Ad-Din 
over the Crusaders, The usurper Franks were defeated 
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becaiisi; tlie Muylim aniiy was well orgaiii:iod, well 
prepared^ well skilled, and weil 1^ They suqceeded 
mililiirily by choosing the proper site for fighting. 
Therefore, the battle was a fatal blow to the Cru^deis. 

After the victory, Sylah Ad-Din inaiclied to Acre 
harbor. All the people surrendered in 583 AM.^ and the 
Crusaders removed to Tyre. Salah Ad-Din conquered 
other Qiues and castles around Acre, such as Tabaain, 
Sidon, Jubail, and Beirut Then he marched through the 
coast to Ascalon, which he blockaded for fourteen days 
before they surrendered to him. Afterwards^ he 
blockaded Jerusalem and prevented provisions from 
reaching the Crusaders from tl^ coast. He headed to 
Jerusalem after conquering Ramlah, Ad-Darum, 
Betlilcliem, and An-Natrun. 

Al iliai time, a Muslim captive in Jerusalem sent a 
poem addressing him on behalf of Al^Aqsa Mosque: 

Oking who lowered the ciosscii to half-naastj 

Darkness came to occupy Jerusalem. 

All mosques have become pure save me, 

Whose honor is still impure. 

The sultan wanted Jerusalem to be safeguarded, so 

he decided to ctiler it by treaty rather than by force lest 
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he violate its a^aucLiiy or destroy any of its buiktitig:^* In 
doing so, he Imitated 'Ulnar ibn Al-Khattab when he 
conquered it before. He sciu ua envoy to iisk Uiem to 
surrender on the con4ltlotis he stated, He said to them, 

"I believe in the sanctity of Jerusalem as you believe [ 
do not want to blockade of attack the holy place," 
However, the Franks, without patience or considering 
the consequences, refused to surrender. Therefore, 
Sftlah Ad-Din insisted on conquering the city by war 
and resistance. After a week of blockade, the city 
surrendered to ^alah Ad-Din and accepted reconcilia- 
tion on the conditions that they leave within forty days 
and that a man should pay ten dinars, a wonmi five, 
and a boy two dinars as A taflsom. Whoever could not 
pay would be taken captive. 

Jubair composed a poem in praise of Salah Ad^Din 
after the iattcr had conquered Jerusalem: 

The best two conquests for Jerusalem were 

started with the second caliph and ended with 
your conquest. 

The sultan appointed persons to collect the ransom 
from the Crusaders before they evacuated on 27 Rajab 

5K3 A.H.^ the anniversary of the day on which tlie 
Prophet ^ ascended to the seven heavens. The 
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prophecy of Al-Qadi Mubi Ad-Din ibn Az-Zaki of 
Dama^nts came true when he addressed Salah Ad-Din 

Youi conquest of Aleppo with the sword in 
Safar 

is a gpod omm of conq^uedng Jerusalem in 
Rajab, 

The sultan brought Al-Qadi Muhi Ad-Din ibn Az* 

Zaki to deliver the first Friday sermon in Al-Aqm 
Mosque after a century of occupation. This day was a 
memorable one on which the prayer was blessed with 
joy and a large number of people* We present his 
sermon as it was r&corded in the second volume of the 
book Ar-Rawdatani. Among his sayings after the 
introduction were: 

O people, good news will come to you with the 
Grace of Allah, which is the highest goal and the 
highest degree. Surely, Allah has enabled you to 
regain this object of persistent pursuit (Jerusalem) 
after nearly a hundred years of it being in the hands 
of the polytheists and their abuse* Also, Allah has 
enabled you lo purify the house in whicli Allah has 
permitted you to raise and mention and remember 
His name. And He has permitted you to remove all 
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signs and drawings of polytheism that extended on 
its portico aad replace thcin with the pillars of 
monotheism upon which it was based, and with 
piety upon which it was built. It was the residence of 
your father Abraham, the place from which the 
Prophet Muhammad ^ ascended to the seven 
heavens* your first qiblah after the advent of Islam, 
the sent of the messengers and prophets, ihe 
destination of the righteous people. It is in the 
cradle of Islam, the place where the Revelation 
descended, the place where the orders and prohibi- 
tions were revealed, the land in which people will 
gather on the Day of Resurrection, and the holy 
land that was menuoned in the noble Qur'an. It is 
the mosque in which the Prophet ^ led the angels 
near to Allah in prayer, the land in which Allah sent 
His servant, messengers, and His word that He 
bestowed on Mary and a spirit proceeding from 
Him: Jesus, whom Allah honored with His message 
and prophecy. He did not raise him above ihe rank 
of servitude* Allah says: 

^ The Mes^oh will never be proud to reject 
to be a slave to Allah ^ . (An-Nisa' 4:172) 
He also says: 
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^ Surely, in di&beUef me they who say that 

AUak is the Messiah, son of Mary )> . 

(Ai-M'idah 5:17) 

It is the first gibiah, the second mosque that was 
built after the Holy Mosque (in Makkah), and the 
third mosque in rank after the Holy Mosque and the 
Prophet's Mosque. It is abo the only mosque to 
which people should travel to visit after the two holy 
mosques, and the site in which agreements are 
signed. If yon had not been chosen and preferred by 
Allah above other nations, He would not have 
conferred on you this virtue by which no one can 
keep pace with you or compete with you. Allah 
blessed you, as He provided yon with an army that 
was shown miracles like those of the Prophet 
battles like that of Badr, firm wills Uke that of Abu 
Bakr, conquests like those of 'Umar, troops like 

those of 'Uthman, and devastations like those of 
'All, 

You repeated the feats of the Battles of Qadtsiya, 
Yarmuk, and Khaibar, and made attacks like those 
of Khalid ibn Al-Walid. May Allah bless yOur 

efforts, and may He accept your sacrifice of blood 
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and reward you willi Paradise, for ii is the lioiisc of 
those who are happy. You should appreciate this 
gi^ce and thank Him for dioosing this grace for 

you, 

After the great conquest, poets, scholars, writers, 
and €hronickra arrived one after the other Lo deliver 
poems and essays of praise for Salah Ad-Din. For 
example, the poet and scholar Abu Al-lia^saa ibn 'All 
said: 

Allah provided tlm king wjih heavenly soldiers . 

Whoever docs not believe, this conquest is 

evidence. 

This conquest is like those of the Prophet 

It cannot be appreciated by wealth; it is only 
appreciated by dianks. 

Crusader kings who were always strong 
became captives in his hands. 

Jerusalem and other occupied lands cried 
ninety years ago, buL Muslim leaders were 
deaf and blind. 

Now, Sakih Ad-Din responds to their request 
by order from Allah* Who supports those who 
are in need. 
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When Allah enclosed everyoae's record book, 
Salah Ad-Din's record cannot be enclosed 

because of so many good deeds he performed, 

Muhammad ibn Asad Al-Halabi, known as Al- 

J a wan i and head of the Prophet's descendants in Egypt, 
wrote in a poem: 

I cannot believe that Jerusalem was conquered 
and the Crusaders were beaten. 

Their king was chained for the ffrst lime in 
Muslim camps. 

The Levant was conquered and Jerusalem, the 
place in which people will be accounted on the 
Day of Judgment, was liberated. 

O Yusuf As-Seddiq who conquered Jerusalem 
as 'Umar purified it from Crusaders before. 

You spread Islamic teachings as 'Uthman did 

before. 

You supported Muhammad's prophecy as a 
lion. 

Salflh Ad-Din's Treatmeiit of the Crusaders 

We mentioned previously that among the articles 
that were signed between Salah Ad-Din and the 
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Crusaders was that the Franks were to leave Jerusalem 

within forty days and pay a ransom of ten dinars for 
each man, Ave for each woman, and two for each boy* 

Whoever was unuble to pay would be taken captive. 

However, Salah Ad-Din treated them kindly atid 

mercifuily in order to show tlie goodness and forgive- 
ness of Islam to the aggressive, unjust and despotic 
kings, and to make them realize that Islam is the 
religion of mercy and hum^iiy. It did not appear to 
raise a sword over persons, or to kill a dhimmi (non- 
Muslim under its rule), or to unjustly assault people. 

How did Salah Ad-Din treat the captive Crusaders? 

When the sultan saw that a large number of the 
Franks were carrying their aged parents and relatives 
on their backs, he was sorrowful and could not bear to 
see it. He brought money to be distributed among them 
and riding animals to carry theii heavy loads to lands 
that they could not reach without distress. 

He was kind and pitying to women. There was a 
wealthy woman, wife of a Byzantine king, who had 
become u aun and established a place to worship Allah 
alone* Many people gathered around her and followed 
her way* The sultan safeguarded her and her followers* 
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When Queen Sybil asked Salah Ad-Dia*s permission 

to leave with her followers, he addressed her kindly and 
mercifuliy and pitied her unfortunate condition. He 
took her to her husband, who was imprisoned in 
Nablus, and permitted her to be beside him, Lar^e 
numbers of women who were carrying their children in 
their arms followed her. When they aidved to the 
sultan, they addressed him saying, "O Sultan, as you 
see, wc ^oiii^ oul now. Wc arc wives, mothers, and 
daughters to those prisoners. We leave this city forever 
and leave our prisoners who are our guardians and 
protectors. If you kill them, we will lose lile. If you 
release them, you will grant us all favors and ease our 
pains and poverty because we cannot live without a 
guardian/' 

The sultan was moved by their words, so he released 
youths to their mothers, husbands to their wives, and 
fathers to their daughters, and guaranteed to treat the 
remaining prisoners kindly and mercifully. 

Stevenson stated that the sultan left a large number 
without paying ransom. Pool reported that Arnold 
stated that the sultan permitted a day for the disabled 
and poor to go out without paying ransom. Ke also 
permitted clerics and other people with much wealth to 
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take whatever they wantisd, and the Muslims bought 
what they could aot cariy. 

Al-Malik Al-'AJil Lil;>o asked his brother Saiah Ad- 
Din's peimi^ion to exempt seven thousand disabled 
and poor from paying ransom. He exempted ten 
thousand. 

Salah Ad-l>!n*s treatment of the Frank.-, after tlic 
victory at Hatlin was better than the misdeeds they 
dealt to each other, and better than the revengeful and 
spiteful treatment they dealt tixe Muslims in the i^'irst 
Crusade. 

Prince ^Aii related irom the Briiisk historian Mill 
tlmt a number of Christians who left Jerusalem went to 
Christian Antioch and their ailoUneni from the prince 
was nothing biit refusal to host thm and expidsion< 

They hcnded to Muslim uouiUrieSj which welcomed 
them. Prince 'Ali also said: 

Mishud described ihc condilion of those who were 
expelled from Jerusalem and what they met from 
their Christian brethren. They si^ered starvation, 
poverty, ami lack of human respect in Syria. Also, 
Tripoli closed its gales before them..., A woman was 
compelled to throw her child into the sea and cursed 
the Christian people who rd usod to welcome them. 
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The patriarch left with much wealth and luggijgc and 
paid nothing to release Lhe poor captive Crusaders. 
Pool described the patriarch as a man with no 
coQScience. The sultan was asked, "Why did you not 
connscate his wealth and take it to streagtben Muslims^ 
affairs?" He replied, "I prefer to take ten dinars than to 
betray him." Pool commented on this: ^'The Muslim 
sultan taught the Christian cleric the meaniBg of noble 
morals and righteousness/' 

As for the rancorous treatment the Muslims and 
Iskm received in the First Crusade^ we mentioned in 
the previous chapter the cruel massacres, the thousands 
destroyed^ and the blood baths they committed. 
History recorded these cruel actions they committed 
in Jcnisaicm in 492 All. (1099 CEO- Prince ^Ah 
repeated what the British historian Mill reported from 
Mishud's description of that happened when they 
entered Jerusalem: 

Muslims were killed in the streets and inside their 

houses. Sonjc people threw themselves from the 
highest wall to escape from massacres^ Others hid in 
towers, palaces, even in mosques. However, the 
Christians followed them wherever they were..,, 
iniantry and cavalry walked over Muslim corpses 
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and followed the other fugitives who were searching 
for a shelter. 

Prince 'AU also related from Mishud: 

Muslims who were kept alive in order to take their 
wealth were slaughtered. Others were burned alive 
to the extent that some Muslims were obliged to 
throw themselvesi from the rools of houses, others 
were taken from hiding places to public courtyards 
and killed above the other corpses. Muslim women 
wept, children cried, and the scene of the place in 
which the Christ forgave his enemies was full of 
murfers. 

Mill added, ^'There was neither hdp nor pity for 
those who were killed without guilt* Seventy thousand 
innocent persons were killed." 

Have you seen such noble magnanimity and 
forgiveness towards enemies like that of Salah Ad-X>in? 

Have yoii seen the like that horrible cruelty of the 
Crusaders? 

May Allah have mercy on the poet who said: 

When we ruled Jerusalem^ we spread justice. 

When you (Crusaders) ruled it, bloodshed 
spread. 
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You permitted the killing of captives 

Willie we forgave and lavored them. 

This diSerence betweon you mid us is sufficient 
for us. 

Every coiuaincr sprinklo'^ uuLui inside it- 

Hatti declare that the difference between the 

ireatmciil of Muslirns to civiliiin Crusaders and 
Cruaaders to civilian Muslims eighty-eight years 

previous was very obvious. 

Blockade of Acre and Third Crusade 

We mentioned before that the Crusaders left 

Jerusalem, Acre, and other cities lo go to Tyre, in 
Lebanon, under the protection of Muslim troops. In 
spite of accepting peace and a treaty, the Crusaders 
violated their treaties and brol^e their promises. 

They gathered in Tyre and agreed to violate the 
treaty with Salah Ad-Din. They headed to Acre and 
besieged it, depending on their united troops and 
provisions from Europe. The siege i:t:i>aiiridcd in history 
because it lasted for two years, and the two parties 
showed unprecedented bravery and strength. 

The Crusaders marched to Acre on 7 Rajab 585 

ATL (U89 C.E,) and blockiidcd it by land and sea. 
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Muslim troops arrived later and blockaded the 

Crusaders by land. Snhih Ad-Din set up his tent on a 
hill known as Tal Kisan. Skirmishes and confrontations 
contir.Lied and esciilaled between the two sides. S;ii;ih 
Ad-Din sent some soldiers to the edges of his own 
kingdom to urge the people to participate in jihad, 
while EuropCj wjiich bad become bored when they were 
told of the occupation of Jerusalem, sent provisions to 
the Crusaders. 

While the Crusaders blockaded Acre, European 

kings prepared Lhe Third Crusade, espcc:ially after 
they had suffered numerous defeats. The Third Crusade 
was distinguished by the great kings who headed it; lhe 
German Emperoi: Frederick Barbarossa, the French 
King Philip Augustus, and the English King Etichard 
the Lion-Hearted. 

Gennau Campa^n 

The German Emperor and his army, which num- 
bered one hundred thousand soldiers, marched through 
Hungary to Constantinople, This army terrified the 
Byzantine Fmporor haat; IL who refused to lielp or 
guide ihem* The Byzantine Emperor informed Salah 
Ad-Din of the Germans' coming and that he had not 
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helped them. Hie German troops passed across Asia 
Minor. While in the mountains of Armenia, the 
emperor drowned in the Salif River. Thereupon, the 
Cerman army fell into disarray and dispersed. Some 
went back to Germany while others embarked on ships 
to Acre and Tyre led by the late emperor's son 
Frederick., t lie son also died, and only a small number 
of the German army i^ached Aci^, If they had reached 
it in full, the encounter would have been severe between 
the two sides* 

FrendL and Ei^lish Annies 

The French and English armies met in Sicily, where 
they remained for a long time due to disagreements 
between the two anni^ while the Crusaders in Acre 
awaited them. At last the French troops left Sicily, and, 
ten days later, the English followed them< The 
Crusaders in Acre rejoiced at the arrival of the French 
troops to aid them. 

The English King Richard was hit by a itorm that 
blew him to Cyprus, which was controlled by the 
Byzantine Empire. Richard the Lion-Hearted fought 
with the Byzantines and was able to occupy Cyprus, 
where he settled for a while. He then sailed to Acre 
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when the King of Jerusalem, who had been released 
from captivity by Salah Ad-Din, asked his help. 

MusUtn Redstance 

Undoubtedly, the strength of the Crusaders in- 
cieased when the English troops joined them. 
Although he made numerous aUcnipts to save the 
Muslims in Aore, Salah Ad-Din failed to release them. 
The situation became impossible for the besieged 
Muslims, and they were forced to surrender. 

On Friday, 17 Jimiada Ath-Thaniyah 587 A.H. 
(119i CK), while Salah Ad-Din consulted with his 
leaders about the blockaded people, the Crusaders 

occupied Acre and raised their banners above its walls. 

The Muslims were afraid, while the Crusades rejoiced. 

Cruel deeds were repeated in Acre. The Crusaders 
tortured and ^ughtered Acre's people. They ignored 
the good treatment Salah Ad-Din had shown them 
earlier and did not keep their covenants or obligations. 
Pool stated that the English King Ricfuurd the Lion- 
Hcarled killed twenty-seven hundred Musiiins before 
the Muslim and Crusader camps on 23 Rajab 587 AM. 
(16 August 1191). My reader^ return to Pool's writings 
to ifJiow the exact cruelty the Crusaders committed in 
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Acre. He stated that the Crusaders killed sixty thousand 
MusUms ia Acre md Left none but those who owned 
much wealth in order to confiscate it. As usual^ when 
the Crusaders occupied Acre, they ii^dulged in 
l^easum. Mishitd stated that the victorious Crusaders 
enjoyed unprecedented relaAation in Acre since their 
arrival in the Levant. The joys of peace, plentiful food, 
and women who came from the neighboring islands 
made them forget the task they had come for, * 

After the Crusaders' triumph in Acre, their tremcn^ 
dous annies and power, and the support of Europe, 
Latin states in Asia, and others who were flghting 
against Salah Ad-Din, it was expected that they would 
fight the Muslims and regain what they had lost. 
However, in a war that lasted for two years, they could 
not regain any but one city. Salah Ad-I>hi's army 
remained r^si^^luiu, although he lost a few of his troops. 

Among the reasons that impeded the Cmsadm in 

their attempt to conquer other cities was the severity of 
the discord between the English and French kings in 
Stdly. Another and even severer discord was between 
the fugitive King of Jerusalem and Marquis Conrad 
Monte, ruler of Tyre, The English King inclined more 
to the King of Jerusalem, while the French king 
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inclined more lo Tyre's ruler, who was aiipiniig to be 
king over Jemsalon* After they had conqtwred Acre, 
disLtgreements broke out again. Finally, they agreed 
that iUq Kjn$ of Jerusalem would remain Idiig until 
death and would ht succeeded by Conrad Monte, The 
French King then ?iLiddcnly returned to France, while 
the English King Richard was i&d by arrogance to more 
crimes, lie wanted to regain the cities conquered by 
Salah Ad-Din. Many encounters took place between 
the two sides, the greatest df Which was in ArsuF, in 
which the Crusaders overcame the Muslims. They 

regarded it d& tctaliatioB for thti Battle of Hattin. 

End of War 

Confrontations ^fltinued between the two sides. 
The Crusaders c&ttit cldse ta JefUiialem several times, 
once within iwo leagues of it. However, the English 
King could not blockade Jemsalenl b^atise he thought 
there was a pbt agalti&t hinrt, aftd the dercnders of 
Jerusalem in this war were different from the previous 
ones. The results of encounters between the two sides 
came to a draw. The Crusaders could not occupy 
Jerusalm or any additional cities^ Salah Ad-Oin co^M 
not overthrow them on the coast or defeat them by 
driving them into the sea. Therefore, the two sides 
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wanted to negotiate, but they differed in the articles of 
the agreement. At last, they agreed to leconcile ia 
Ratnlah in Sha'ban 588 A.H. (1192 C.E.). The most 
important terms of the agreement were: 

• The Crusaders would remain on the coastline from 
Tyre to Haifa. 

• Christians were permitted lo visit Jerusalem without 
paying a tax. 

• The period of truce would be three years and eight 
months. 

The coastal area in which the Franks dwelled was 

regarded as an extension of ihe previous Kingdom of 
Jerusalem. Acre became the capital of the Kingdom of 

New Jerusalem. 

Richard the Lion-Hearted, who became the most 

famous figure in the Third Crusade, left Acre to 
£ngland after signing the truce* 

Thus, the Third Crusade-in which many people were 
killed, cities were destroyed^ the German Emperor was 
drowned, and France and England lost elite soldiers- 
ended after five years. During those years, the Franks 
achieved nothing but the occupation of Acre. Europe 
was the loser because their losses were much greater 
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than their gains. The Muslims did not have even a span 

in Palestine before the advenL oi Saiah Ad-Din. Now, 
after the Battle of Hattin and the Treaty of Ramlah, 

Palestine came under Muslim control Jiave the narrow 
part between Tyre and Acre. 

Thereby, Salah Ad-Din became one of thu most 
powerful figures because he made princes submit to 
him, expelled Crusaders, regained Jerusalem, restored 
[slam's glory and power, and established a kingdom 
that included North Iraq (Kurdistan), most of the 
Levant, Grciiter Syria, Egypt, Palestine, Yemen, and 
Barqah. He achieved all this in a short time. 
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SaUh Ad-Din's End 

L There is liisLorical evidence that Salah Ad-Din did not 

resort to reconciliation and treaty voluntarily. He 
was compelled by the boredom and disobedience of 
his soldiers. Salah Ad-Din wanted to continue the 
jihad in order to make the word of Allah supreme 
and to purify Palestine and the Syriaa cities. He was 
afraid that the Crusaders were causing disorder and 
corruption in the cities they ruled. Also, he was 
afraid that Lhcy would unite again and attack the 
Muslim world and dominate it, 

AI-Qadi Ibn Shaddad stated in his book An-Nawadir 

By Allah! Reconciliatioo was not what he desired. 
He told me in a conversation concerning reconcilia- 
tion, "I do not want to reconcile with them because 
they might unite again and encounter us in order to 
regain their cities, and every one of them would take a 
city and rule it." 

Nevertheless, the two sides accepted the Treaty of 
Ramlah after long and ruinous wars that destroyed 
everything. The result of war was dissatisfactory for 
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both sides. They longed for stability and calmness in 
order to complete their cultural progress and 
construction activity. In his book M-Siduq, Al- 
Maqrizi described the magnitude of joy the 
Crusaders and Muslims felt after the dcclaralion 
of the treaty: "The day of the treaty was a 
memorable day, as joy prevailed on the two sides 
after a long limc of war." 

Whatever the case, Salah Ad-Din declared, "The 

treaty has gone into effect. So. whoever wills to 
enter our cities from theirs should do so. Whoever 
wills to enter their cities from ours should do so," 
After the declaration of peace, trade and economic 
activity began to flourish and Muslims went to 
Yaffa seeking provisions and trade. The situation in 
Palestine returned to normal and people were happy 
to have salety and stability. 

In addition, the sultan opened the door wide for 
Christians to visit Jerusalem, When the English 
King Richard the Lion-Hearted knew of the large 
numbers of Christian visitors, he was afraid that 
Salah Ad -Din would be annoyed. So, he asked the 
sultan to reduce the number of visitors and 
suggested that Christian pilgrims not be permitted 
to visit save with Richard's permission. But Salah 
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Ad-Din rejected that and declared, "Those visitot^ 

come from distant cities to visit the holy place, so I 
have 110 right to prevent them," He wiis ulso very 
generous to Christian visitors and provided them 

with food and talked, with ihem. 

Saiah Ad-Din taught Western and Eastern kings 

Itissons about tolerance, forgiveness, good treatment 
and moral deeds. This all took place before ihe 
departure of Richard the Lion-Hearted to England. 

May Almighty Alhih hnve mercy on Salah Ad -Din 
and raise him to the highest ranks of Paradise, 

1. Atler the Treaty of Ramlah, Salah Ad-^Dm weiu to 

Jerusalem to investigate its condition, reorganize its 
affairs, open schookj set up a hospital, and arrange 
the administration. He wanted to perform Hajj, but 
the princes advised him not to go test the Crusaders 
kit! him. 

He accepted their advice and went to the coastline to 

inspect the castles imd forts and rebuild what the 
Crusaders had destroyed. He marched from Jerusa- 
lem to Nablus, Bisan, Tiberias, Beirut, and 
Damascus on 26 SiiawwaL People welcomed him 
and closed their shops to receive him. That was not 
strange, for he protected their country, spread 
justicCj and eliminated sedition and rebeUions* 
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After arriving in Damascus, he started to reorganize 
the stale's alTuirs, diiiLnbutc wcalih to the deserving 
people, permit soldiers to visit their cauntries, and 
listened to people's complaints to mete justice. 
Damascus was a pleasant and comfortable place 
where he practiced hunting with his brother Al-'Adil 
and his children. He Found refreshment after severe 
exha List] oil of Jate nights and long days of fatigue. 
Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad staled that Salah Ad-Din's 
happiness in Damascus made him forget the idea of 
living in Egypt He reciilk'd Ibii Shaddad to live with 
him in Damascus, Ibn Shaddad stated, "When i 
entered his room, he welcomed me, embraced me 
and wept. May Ailah have mercy on him/* 

He remained so till 14 Safar 589 A,H., when he went 
out to receive the pil^mni returaiiig froni Makkah. 
He was moved when he met pilgrims, as he hoped to 
be one of them. But it was not written for him* 

3. After returning from seeing the pilgrims, he was 

struck down u iih ycUow feven The ilhiess wursciied 
till the doctors despaired of curing him. When his 
illness was announced, the people became afraid and 
sorrowful. 

Many people gathered around Damascus^s Citadel 
to inquire about his health while others prayed 
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Allah to cure him. Only Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad and 
Ai-Qadi Al-Fadl vverc permitted to visit him, and 
the^ remained with him throughout his ilhim. 

On the sixth day, Al-Qadi Tbn Shaddad was present 
wh^ servants brought the sultan cold water to 
drink after taking medicine, but he felt it was very 
hot. When they brought other water, he complained 
of cold and sajd, "BxtoUed be Aliah, none can alter 
water i" He was not angry. Ibn Shaddad added, 
"Al-Qadi Al-FadI and I went out and wept/' Al- 
Qadi Ai-Fadl said, '*We vail never the like of 
those noble morals. By Allah, if such a thing took 
place with anodier king, he would strike the servant 
with tlw cup." 

Ai-Qadi Ibn Shaddad stated: 

On the tenth day of his illness, he was injected 

twice, by which he ^iomcwhal improved ant! drank 
barley water. The people were very happy that 
day. When we were told that his legs started to 

sweat, we thanked Allah a lot. When we were loki 
also that sweat spread over his body, we were 
pleased. On the eleventii day, 26 Safar, wh^ we 
asked aboiK his health, wc were told that he was 
sweating profusely until it dampened th^s bed and 
thm the mat and floor. The doctors could do 
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nothing for him> 

When Ai-Malik Al-Afdal Nur Ad-Dm 'Ali, Salah 
Ad-Din^s eldest son, ascertained that there was no 

hope of recovery and ilial his father vvas suffering 
the agony of deaths he made the people swear that 
the nde would remain with his father while he yet 
lived and that iL would go to him (Nur Ad-Dia) 
after his father's death. The text of the oath by 
which he swore, as Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad reported in 
An-Nawadii- Aa-Suitaniyahf was ab ibliows: 

Now my will is sincere. I will be loyal to the king 
dui ing his life. 1 will defend his state and spend my 
wealth and time for that sake. My sword and 
soldiers arc at his disposal. Then his son AI-Afdal 
Nur Ad-Din 'Ali will be his successor and heir. By 
Allah, I will obey him, defend the state with my 
self, wealth and sword, and carry out his orders 
and proliibitions. My inner self and outward 
appearance are equal. AUah is the Best Witn^s> 

4, During the night of Wednesday, 27 Safar, which was 

the twelfth day of his illness^ Salah Ad<-Din*s health 
declined more and ii^ iell into a coma. A reciter was 
brought to read some verses of the Qur'an. When 
the reciter reached the words meaning ^ there is m 
god but He^ in Htm is my tyust Salali Ad-Din's 
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face radiated and brightened. Then his soul returned 

to CrcLiioi' alter the Subh (fajrj Prayer on 27 
Safar 5%9 AM. 

5, Salali Ad-Dm's deadi was a great shock for all the 

Muslims. Al-Qadi Ibn Slmddad was an eyewitness 
and described the people's sadness: 

It was a day of sadness. Muslims had not been 
aniiclCLt by such a sliock since the loiirtli Rightly- 
Guided Caliph^s death. Gloom aad meiaachol^ 
prevailed in the citadel, the nation, and the world 
on that day. By Allah, I heard some people hoped to 
sacrifice themseives for him. I did not hear anything 
like that serious sacrifice before. I felt that if that 
sacrifice were Jiccepted, he would be saved. His sons 
went out and cried In the streets, people were 
horrified by the scene. This state went on until after 
the Zhuhr Prayer. He was buried (may Allah honor 
Us soul and light his grave) before the ''Asr Prayer. 
His son Al-Ma!ik Azh-Zhafir started to take 

patience from the people who were so grief-stricken 

with sorrow. 

6* He was escorted to his liiitil resting-place before the 

*Asr Prayer in a coffin enshniuded with clothes 

brought by Al-Qadi Al-Fadl When people saw the 
coffln, they wept profusely and lamentalioni; spread 
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over the site till one imagined thai there was one 
voice. was buried (may Allah be mercilul to him) 
in the Citadel of Damasciis, Three years later, his 
son At-Ma]ik Al 1 adi boiiglii ;i house next to A!- 
Umawai Mosque owned by a righteous man and 
prepared tt as a tomb. He transferred his mortal 
remains to it on *Ashura' Day (10 Muhanani) with 
a lar^e assembly of officials and sat in mourning in 
Al-Umawai Mosque for three days. 

The day Saiuh Ad-Din died, the Muslim nation lost 
one of the greatest figures in history, one who has a 
high status, respect, and glory in people's hearts. 
How seldom do mothers give birth to such a one as 
Saiah Ad-'Din with his character and attributes: 
noble, sacrificing, righteous, and a fighter May 
Allah honor liim in the Hereafter, li^liLen his grave, 
and raise his rank in Paradise. 

7, Salah Ad-Din (may Allah have mercy on himj was 

fifty-seven years old at his death. His estate was 
forty-^even dirhiims and one dinar. He left no land, 
no garden, no farm, nor any property, 

8- After his death, numerous poets elegized him. They 

praised his noble attributes, such as the magnmiimity 
that made people love hitn. u nd made h ni i a n c x; f mple 
for generations and a symbol for defending Muslim 
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holy places and regaining the occupied territories. 

Among these poems is one by 'Imad Al-Asbahaiii: 

Divisions dominated the kingdom, time be- 
came bad as its good things went away. 

Where is he whom we obeyed-aod to Allah is 

his obedience? 

By Allah, where is An-Nasir Al-Malik who has 
good will and dedicated his actions for the sake 
of Allah? 

Where is he whose leadership over us is stiil 
hoped for and his authority is feared? 

Where is he whose graces honored time and 
whose favors gifted nobles? 

Where is he whose bravery frightened and 

humiliated Crusaders? 

He suffered hardships for the sake of jihad and 
rejected worldly pleasures, 

Do not think that one person died; rather^ all 

people died at that time. 

He always supported Islam in order to occupy 
a high rank in Paradise, 

He was king and advocate for Islam, 
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He used Lo be kind, merciful and charitable to 
orphans and widows. 

The fortified borderline cities became without 
brave soldiers, and jihad became no lotiier like 
your jihad. 

0 gloom of Islam, fear filled every bdicver*s 

hc^arL 

His era lasted for a short time, as years passed 

as if houi's. 

May Allah be pleased with him. Praise be to 
the Lord of ilie Throne. 
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Reasons for Victory over the Crusaders 

We mentioned previously lhat Saiah Ad- Din 
defeated the Crusaders in the decisive Battle of 
IliUrin. The result of victory was the liberation of 
Jerusaleiti irom the rancorous Crusaders after they 
had ravaged, oppressed and corrupted it for nearly 
one hundred years. History recorded their defeat 
and the thousands of killed^ captured and injured 
fighters. 

There were reasons for and groundwork Lo thiii 
victory* We will study the important reasons and 
groundwork that played a vital role in this success* 

We should not forget that the real reason for triumph 

w as no I a re sul t of tactics or pi ans, rather, i t w as a res ult 

of following the way of the Prophet ^ at the Battles 

of Badr and Ahzab and at the opening of Makkah, 

And it was the result of following the way of the aobie 

Compamons at the Battles of Qadisiyah and Yarmuk* 

So, it goes without saying that Saiah Ad-Din triumphed. 

It was natural that Allah enabled him to drive out the 

enemies because he followed the ways and approaches 



of the Prophet ^ and the Companions. Almighty 
AUah declares: 

'pSi^^ \^ i^^t ^i^^ 

^ Kerf(y, help those whahclp His (Cause). 

Truly, Allah is AU-Stror\g, All~Mif^hty. Those 
(Mmtim ruleirs) who, if We give them power in the 
leatdf (they) order for Iqmat'^'Sah fi.e, to offer 
prayei's pafecHy-thc ffn- lompulsory congregaHonat 
prayers) J, to pay the ZakaJ, and they enjoin Al- 
Mat'f (Le, Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam 
ordei\s one to do}, and forbid Al-Munkftv (i.e., 
dishelief, polytheism and all tliat hlam has forbid- 
den). And with Aliah rests the end of (alt) meOters 
(of creatures j ^ .(AMlajj 22:40 - 41) 

When the Muslim ummah in every time and place 
follows the guidance and meaning of this verse, 
prei^K the means of victoiy, and strives tnjthfully 
to achieve it, Allah will surely aid them and make them 
acliieve their aims of victoryj honor, glory, and 
superiority. Allah the Almighty declares: 

^ .^^f ij^i i^x ijf } 
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<^ ^//oA AadT promised those amoitg you who beSeve, 
and do righteous good deeds, that He will certainly 

girant tfu'm succemon to ( the presattt mlersj in the 
eartkf as He granted it to those before ihem, ami that 
He wiU grant them the authority to practise their 
reUgion, thai yrhich He has chosen for them (i.e. 
Islam), And He wiU surely give them in exchange a 
safe security after their fear (provided) they 
(believeva) worship Me ami do not associate anyt/ting 
(in worship) wiihme ^ . (Afl-Nur 24:55) 

TJie secret of und reasQus for this tnuinpli are these: 

Fear of Allah and Avoiding ttie Proliibited 

Piety and fear of Allah, good belief in Allah, seeking 

protection with Him, avoiding the prohibited and 
carrying out His orders were the first steps to victory 
and signs of good news. For if the spit iiual power is 
deeply rooted in the army's hearts, it mcreases their 
strength and removes their weaknesses and defects. 
Moreover, Almighty Allah will not abandon the 
truthful army that depends on Him and enforces His 
orders. In addition, if Muslim soldiers need financial 
support and earthly means, Allah will provide them 
with heavenly soldiers, cast terror into their enemy's 
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hearts, and bring them victory from where they do not 
expect it. Almighty Allah declares: 

<^ {RemciuberJ when your Lord inspired the angels^ 
Verityt $ am with you, so keep firm those who have 
believed, I wiU cast terror into the hearts of those who 
have disbelieved, so strike them over the neckSy and 
smite over all their fingers and toes,^^ This is because 
they defied and disobeyed AUah and His Messenger^ 
And whoever defies and disobeys Allah and His 
Messenger f then verily ^ A Hah is Severe in punishment ^ * 
(Al-Anfal 8:12-13). 

He also declares: 

^Ailah made it only as glad tidings t and that your 
hearts be at rest therewith. And there is no victory 

except by the help of AUalu Verily ^ AUah is All- 
Mighty, All-Wise > . (Al-Anfal 10) 

Salah Ad- Din was very careful to avoid the 
prohibited and restrain aboHimations. After becommg 
the vizier of Egypt, he prevented all aspects of manifest 
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dissipation and shamelcssness. These aspects were 
conspicuous in Flgyptian society especially during 
festivals and fe^ts, such as the Nairuz l^east in Lhe 
Fatamid era. Al-Maqrizi stated in his book, Khutut, 
that evil deeds were openly pcrfonned and abomina- 
tions were common on this feast. On that day, the 
"Nairuz ?riuce" rode accompanied by a lot oi' people. 
He collected a ta?: imposed upon the nobles on that 
day. Dissolute men and women gathered under the 
Pearl Palace^ watched by the Fatimid Caliph, Voices 
were loud, wine was drunk in the streets, and water and 
wine were sprinkled on the people. If a respectful man 
went out of his house, bis clothes would be sprinkled 
and dirtied. 

As for piety and ritual deeds, Al-Qadi Baha* Ad-Din 

wrote about the religious side of Salah Ad-Din's life: 

He, may Allah have mercy on him, was of a 
humble heart, tearful. When the Qur'aii was recited, 
he listened carefully and wept. He always dignified 
the religiotis rituals. He hated philosophers and 
those of the heretical Mu'aUi! sect and deviants 
from Islamic Law, When he heard of any heretical 
demnt in his kingdom, he ordered him to be killed. 

He supported monotheism and fought against 
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heretics. He used to pray the five daily prayers in 
their fixed time. He was always atcompanied by a 
private imam who led liim in prayer the whole day. 
If the imam was absent, a righteous man would lead 
him in prayer. He also used to pray the Sunnah 
prayers. He was also accustomed to praying a 
number of rak*ahs in the last part of the night, and if 
he did not wake up, he would pray them before ihe 
Subh (Fajr) Prayer. 

In his book Ai-Rawdatain fi Akhbar Ad-Dawlatain, 
Abu Shamah stated that he saw him offering prayer 
during his fmal illness. He stopped only in the last three 
days when his mental capa<^ity disappeared, if the time 
of the prayer came while he was traveling, he stopped 
and prayed. 

He recommended his children and the governors 
whom he appointed to be righteous, pious, obedient to 
Allah's orders, protectors of people's rights^ and just. 

Pool reported from Muslim historians that he once said 
to his son Azh-Zhabir: 

t recommend you to fe^ir Allah, because it is the key 
to every good thing, and to enlbrcc Allah's orders, 
because it is the way to salvation. Be wary of spilling 

blood, as blood does not rest. I recommend you to 
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protect and care for your subjects' affairs, as you are 
my guardian and Allah's guardian over them. 

Those were Salah Ad-Din's attributes and charac- 
teristics? Is it logical or reasonable for Allah to abandon 
him in the worst conditions or leave him in the most 
difficult situation? 

Al-Qadi ibn Shaddad reported: 

Wliun he was told thai the enemy had defeated the 
Muslims, he prostrated and prayed, "O AUj^h, niy 
worldly means have been exhausted, so I have failed 
to iichieve victory for Your religion. Nothing 
remains but Your aid, holding fast to Your rope, 
and depending on Your grace. You are sufficient for 
me, as Yon are the best trustee." I saw him weeping 
so mucli m prayer that his tears fell on his beard, 
then on the carpet. I could not hear what he said. 
On this diiy he wuj^ told that Muslims had 
triumphed over their enemies. He used to Tight on 
Friday in order to get the blessings of the 
siipplicaiitms of tlic ones giving the seiioons in the 
mosques, lor maybe their prayers would be 
answered. 

He followed the course of the Riglitly Guided 
Caliphs before him when they ordered their soldiers 
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to fear Allah, tlie armies to avoid the prohibited, and 
the wmnah to follow Islamic teachings. For instance^ 
'Umar ibn Al-Khattab wrote to Sa^d ibn Abi Waqqas 
when he went to conquer Persia: 

I coininand you to I'tar Allah whatever the case may 
be, as fear of Aliah is the best preparation for the 
enemy and the strongest device in war I order you 
and those who arc with you to avoid disobedience 
and committing the prohibited, as committing the 
prohibited is the key to the enemy's mastery over us. 
Muslims triumphed by obedieiiue and submission to 
Allah and their enemies* disobedience to Allah, 
Obedience to Allah is our strength, as they are more 
than us in number tind preparation. So, if we 
become equal in committing sins, they will over- 
come us by their strength. You should realize that 
the angels record your actions, both bad and good, 
so you should feel shy. Do not say» "Our enemy is 
more di.sohi.'dicnl than us, so Allah's wniib uill not 
afflict us, even if we are wrong/^ Allah may give 
others mastery over you, as He did with the 

Children of [sraeL When they committed the 
prohibited, J ie gave the Magians power over them. 
Ask Allah to help you and give you triumph over 
your enemi^. I ask Him that» for you and me. 
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To 5um up, the Muslim ummah cannot overcome its 

enemy save by fear of Allah, trusting in Him, seeking 
shelter and protection with Allah, applying His Law, 
following His orders and avoiding His prohibitions, 
Tim is the way to victory, perpetuity, and life. 

Full Preparation and Extensive Concern 

Historians agree that Salah Ad-Din was very 
interested in liberating Jerusalem. His compamon Al- 
Qadi Baha' Ad-Din described Salah Ad-Din's condi- 
tion when he urged the Mushms to fight and called 
them to jihad against the Cnisadei^: 

The occupation of Jerusalem was a great matter that 
a mountain could not bear.... He was like a mother 
who is bereaved of her child. He rode from one 
place to another urging the people to jihad and 
wandered about places crying, ^'Oh for Islanm^' and 
his eyes shed tears. The more he looked at Acre and 
the trials that afflicted the people, the more he urged 
the people to jihad. At that time^ he ate nothing. He 
drank medicine given by the doctor. I was told by 
some of his doctors that from Friday until Sunday 
he ate only an insignificant amount because be was 
so interested in the war* 

Because of his jihad and desire to make Allah's word 
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supreme^ he left his chiidien aod wife for a ioag lime in 
order to liberate Jerusalem from the claws of the wicked 
Ciasaders and cruel invaders. 

His interest in military and financial preparations 
was equal to his iateresi in spiritual aui:L moral 
preparations. For example, he set up a department 
for the armj whose members moved from camp to 
camp in order to oversee the safety of the horses, the 

number of soldiers, the working cundilion of weapons, 
the soldiers' clothings and their conditions. He was also 
concerned with the weapons industry, building ships 
and manuiacturing explosives, mines, mangoaeds^ and 
gtiier military tools* 

He was also interested in the navy, so he set up a 
special department to manage its revenues and their 
application, and to oversee fleet affairs. The head of the 
fleet was known as the Emir of the Sea or the Emir of 
the Water/'* 

After this great interest and full preparations, he 
attacked Ms eneoiies with steadfast faith and truthful 
will and drove them out. This was the reason for 
defeaLing the enemy and rc^ainin^ the dignity and 
honor of Isiam, 

CD Prof. Jamal Ad-Dui Ar-Kum;idi. Sulali Ad-Dm, p. 57. 
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Political Unity cif Muslim Countries 

We mentioiKi.1 previously llial al ter the death of the 
Fatimid Caliph in 567 A.H,, Salah Ad-Din ruled over 
Egypt- He expanded his kingdom by conquering 
southern Egypt (Nubiaj* Vemea* and Hejaz. The Red 
Sea and its surroundings came under his controL We 
also mentioned that when Nur Ad-Din, the ruler of 
Syrian cities, died, disorder and divisions broke out in 
Syria* So, Salah Ad-Din joined DiimascuSj Aleppo and 
other cities to his kingdom^ thereby establishing a 
united Muslim nation that ittduded northern Iraq, 
Kurdistau, Gre*iLcr Syria, Yemen, Egypt, BarqaJi, and 
othen. 

Undoubtedly, the establishment of this union and 
the strengthening of its foundations played a vital role 
in liberating Jerusalem from the hands of the Crusaders 
after a century of occupation. Certainly^ when the 
Muslim t;DunLrics are united Islaaiidy and politically 
and are led by a believing leader, an experienced hero, a 
brave iind trained rufer, and a truthful prince, victory 
Will be achieved and the banner of islam will be raised 
in all the Muslim lands. 

The champion Salah Ad^Din coiUd do all that and 
liberate Al-Aqsa Mosque- the first qiblab for Muslin^^ 
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the third mosque in rank after the two ho\y mosques m 
Arabia, the birthplace of Jesus (peace be upon hiin), 
and the place Crom which the Prophet Mulianimad ^ 
ascended to the faeavens-from the wicked infidels 
and Crusaders. 

Aiming to Make AiUh's Word Supreme 

According to Islamic Law, before going to war, a 

fighter should in lend to fight for Allah's sake only, not 
for the sake of spoils, reputation, zealotry, or 

hypocrisy. Almighty Allah says: 

^ Those wilKf believe f fight ki the Came &f Athh, und 
thasewha dishelievejight in the cause ofTt^hut ( Satrntf 
e#cj > . (An-Nisa' 4:76) 

Also, the Prophet ^ was asked about a man who 
fights because he is hrave, or zealous, or a hypocrite. 
Which one fights for the sake of Allah? The Prophet ^ 
replied, "The one who lights lor niuk iiti ihc word of 
Allah supreme is the one who fights ibr the sake of 
Allah." (Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 

Based on this purpose to make the word of Allah 
supreme, Salah Ad-Din waged wars against the 
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Crusaders. Al-Qadi Baha' Ad-Din ibn Shaddad 
m:;orded in his book An-Nawadir As-Sidtmiyah a 
story that assures tliat Salah Ad-Din fought in the 
cause of Allah and to make the word ol Allah supreme. 
He wrote: 

I relate what 1 hearc from him, in Dhul-Qa'dah 584 
A,H., he gave a leave to the Egyptian soldiers* The 
Egyptian soldiers under his brolher Al-Malik Al- 
'Adil returned to their country, Salah Ad-Din 
accompanied him to see them off after the 'Eid 
Prayer in Jerusalem. Il happened that he went to 
Ascalon and &aw him off from there. He intended to 
return through the coast to inspect the coastal cities, 
then to Acre to arrange affairs there. His compa- 
nions advised him not to do so because the 
Crusaders might resist them in Tyre after the 
departure of the Egyptian soldiers. It was a great 
risk. He did not care fc^ that and saw off his brother 
and soldiers in Asctilon. Then niaahed ilirough 
the coast to Acre. It was winter and ihc sea was very 
rough with waves hke mountains. While 1 was 
contemplating that landscape, he looked at inc and 
said» "I would like to tell you something. If AJlah 
aids me to conquer the remaining parts of this coast, 
1 will divide the gilics (lo be ruled by my sonsj, make 
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, my will, take leave of you, and sail to follow ihe 
Crusaders in the islands so as to eliminate all the 
disbelievers or to die as a martyr." 

These words made me happy, I said to Salah Ad- 
Din, '^Vou should not risk yourself and the soldiers, 
for soldiers are the protectors of Islam," Saluli Ad- 
Din replied, "1 ask you for a legal opinion. Which of 
the two deaths is the more honorable?" I replied, 
"To die in the cause of Allah/' He said, ^'My 
purpose is to die for the cause of Allah," 

What a pure purpose it is! What a brave and hold 
self it is! May the m^^^ of Allah be upon him* O Allah, 
You know that he did his best to achieve victory for 
Your religion. He also fought for the sake of Your 
mercy* O Allah, grant him Your mercy. 

We mentioned previously that he always asked 
Allah's hetp in the battlefield. He prayed, "O Allah, 
my worldly means to support Your rehgion have been 
exhausted, so nothing remains but Your aid, holding 
fast to Your rope, and depending on Your grace. You 
are sufQdent for me, as You are the best trustee." 

Olhci ovidctice that confirms that he fought to make 
the word of Allah supreme was his noble attitudes and 
treatment of his enemies. All historians. Western and 



121 



Eastern, Orienalists and Muslims^ recorded Ihese 
attitudes and deeds. Among them were his distributing 
money and nding animals to the aged, poor, and ill of 
the Crusa4ers» and hia ^x^pting ransom to release 
captives. In addition^ other deeds will be mentioned in 
the next chapter. 

Hatti stated in this respectj '^The difTerence between 
the treatment of Muslims to dvilian Crusaders and 
Cmsaders to civilian Muslims eighty-eight years 
previous was very obvious." We mentioned earher a 
lot about his good and noble treatment of women, 
chiidren, the aged, and the captive Crusaders in the 
section "Salah Ad-Din's Treatment of the Cnisad^s*', 

Liberation the Issue of Islam and Muslims 

According to Islamic Law, if the Mushms' land is 
occupied, all Muslims must unite to liberate the occupied 
laud from the claws of enemies and disbelievers. If they 
neglect to do so, divine and historical rcspomibiltty will 
fall upon the whole Muslim ummah from West to East 
Ahnlghty Allah declares: 

- < <i? ^i; ^ -gj 

^ ff mofoA not forth. Be wiU pmish you with 
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^mt^ tormeut ami wiU repime you by another people, 
and you cannot harm Him at ail, and AUah is Abb to do 
aUtha^s^ , (AHaubah 9:39J 

4 p::^ p^i^x iji^i ^Liij > 

^March Jortii, whether you ate Hght ( bernj* healthy , 
yasa^ and weakhy) or heavy (being Hi, old md 
poor), strive hard with your wealth and yottr Uves in 
the Cause qf AUah. This w better for you, ^ you hut 
Icnew ^ . {At-Taubab 9:41) 

Based on this pnnciple, Salah Ad-Din gathered ail 
the Mushms of various races and languages under the 
banner of Islamic unity in order Lo stop the wicked 
Crusaders who cruelly profaned Jeru&alenii which is the 
birthplace of Jesus (peace be upon hinij and the place 
from which the Prophet ^ ascended to the seven 
heavens, 

why did not the Muslims attack as one man? After 

they had comu under the banner of Islam, they were 
loving, mercilul, and sympathetic like a whole body 
that aches when one limb aches because of sleeplessness 
and fever. 

Why not? After Islam had gathered all the Muslims 
of different races, tongues, and colors, there was no 
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preference ol' Arab over non-ArLib or of wWtes over 
blacks^ only prefeieoce by one's piety* 

Why not ? They are children of one belief^ one 
religion, one Qur an, monotheism. 

Why not? Every span iu which the nttme of Allah is 
motioned is possessed by than, every building upon 

which the banner of Islam flutters is theirs, A poet said; 

My only homeland is Islam, 

whether in Syria or the Nile Valley, 

The land in which the name of 

Allah h inentioned is my hdtndand. 

Why not ? Every one of Salah Ad-Dm's soldiers 
hoped to be martyred for the cause of Allah. A martyr 
in his last breath would repeat a poem saying: 

I tlo not care as long as I am killed in the 
fold of Islam; by any way 1 will be killed. 
Or he would repeat, "I liasteued to You, 
my Lord/' or "By the Lord of the Ka'bah, 
I have won." 

Thus, every Muslim who believed in Allah as his 
Lord, in Islam as his religion, and in Muhamnoad ^ as 
his Prophet and Mt;ssengcr, regardless of his race or 
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tongue, had joined Salaii Ad-Din\ Army. That is 
because the is^ue for which ihpy fought, boldly defied 
death, and were martyred was Islam and Muslims all 
over the world. 
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-10- 

Palestine Yesterday and Today 

While reviewing the reasons for victory over the 
Crusaders, we should not forget to touch on the causes 
of fail\]re, disgrace, humiliation, and defeat nowadays 
in wars with Jews in Palestine. You can say "shameful 
defeat*' that afflicted Muslims in the twentieth century. 
Defeat before whom? Before the most hum i Mated 
nation in history* before those whom Allah trans- 
formed into monkeys and pigs, before those who were 
afflicted by Allah's curse and wrath, before those who 
are well known for perfidy, cowardice, betrayal, 
meajmess, lowness, and cunning throughout history, 

Wc mentioned in the previous chapter the secret 
beliind the Muslims* victory. We will study in this 
chapter the reasons for failure and defeat that afflicted 
the Muslim nation in its war aguinst the Jews from 1948 
CE, until the publishing of this book,^'^ The reasons for 
failure, in my viewpoint, are the following points; 

1- Decline in the Moral and Spiritual Side 

Among the reasons for victory in the Battle of 
Hatttn was the elevation of the moral and spiritual 

(1) This book was first published in 1974 by Dar Al-Salam, Cairo. 
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side of Muslims. Jn conUrast, the reason for defeat in 

wais against Jews nowadays is Ihc decline of the 
spiritual and moral side of Muilians, which has 
disintegrated all sections of the ummah and has 
affected all the armies thy.t took part in the war and 
struggled in liie battles of jihad. We heard that some 
soldiers in the front lines drank alcohol and others 
enjoyed whores while the enemies monitored them 
atxd saw their spiritual decUne and moral dissolu- 
tion. 

We heard also that radio stations broadcast cries 
to stimulate the warriors such as, "Strike and kill the 
enemy ! Arti&ts support you ! The singer so-and-so is 
with you ! The actress so-tmd-so is beside you I " But 
as for Allah, fear of Hun* and asking for divine help, 
none of that was taken into account. 

We heard also that before the war, some Arab 
leaders distributed thousands of photos of artists, 

^gers, aad actrebsey to the soldiers sialioned in the 
front line» encouraging their dissolution and 
increasing their decline. 

We also heard that official magazines were 
distributed among the warriors a month before the 

1967 war. They impudently and shamelessly called 
to disbelief and polytheism to the extent that an 
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atheist journalist wrote an article in an official 
magazine under the title "Tlie Way lo Shape a New 
Arab Man". He wrote: 

The Arab world asked for Allah's help... searched 
for original values in Islam and Christianity. „ 
asked assistance of feudal and capitalistic systems 
and olbcr welt-knovvn syslcin^i in the Medieval 
Ages. However, this was in vain.... The only way 
to set up a civilization for the Arab is to establish a 
new socialist system m the Arab man. 

The man whom the journalist wants is, the one 

who believes that Allah, religions, feudalism, 
capitahsm, colonialism, and other values that were 
common in previous societies are just mummified 
puppets in history museums." 

It was so sad that the magazine Al-Mu'alim Al- 
'Arabi published a poem by an atheist poet who sold 
his religion, honort and conscience to Satan,^^^ He 
declared barefaced atheism, wanton licentiousness, 
and misguiding principles in his poem. He wrote: 

It walked with no feet, no road . 
It is Palestine for which 1 sing . 

C 1 ) Salih 'Adimah, "AVm/mc/ Ai-'Arusah Ad-da'ah" ("Song oi ihe 
Missing Bride"), Al-Mu'alim Al-'Arabi, issue no. 5, Oct. 1965, p. 54. 
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It asks people whether they prayed or 
worshiped. 1 hated those people and 
their worship. 

Prayer is not useful to them, because 

Allah died along with the idols. 

If they were afflicted with problems, 

they would ask the help ot the Unseen. 

Those who ask tlie help of tht; Unseen 

are weaker; stronger are those who 

Ught bravely. 

Then he added: 

Those people alleged patience and excuse, 

so I disbelieve in the Lord of patience. 

The remarkable thing about the matter is that the 
magazine's editor alleged that it is the only educational 
magazine and tt was established in order to implant the 
seeds of faith, murals and knowledge in teachers and 
students. However, it published such a poem ±at 

showed hatred, wickedness, and niiMicc loi the beliefs of 
the wnmak and the messages of the Prophet 4^ I is it 
reasonable for fighters in such condition to triumph 
over their enemies? Is it reasonable that Allah would 
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help them? 

Is not iheir condition like that of Abu Jahi (the curse 
of Allah be upon him) when Abu Sufyan sent him to 
return with his army und informed him that his caravan 
was safe? However, he was stubborn and said, ^'By 
Allah, we will not return until we arrive in Badr and 
stay there three days, sharing food, slaughtering 
sacriiiceSt drinking wine, playing music, and the Arabs 
praising our actions." 

Did not 'Umaf ihn AI-Khattab (may Allah be 
pleased with himj describe the obvious way to acliieve 
victory and overcome the enemy? Did he not order his 
army's commander, Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, when he was 
going to conquer Persia: 

I command you to fcai- Allah whatever the case may 
be, as fear of Allah is the best preparation for the 
enemy and the strongest device in war. I order you 
and those who are with you to avoid disobedience 
and committing the prohibited, as committing the 
prohibited is the key to the enemy's mastery over us, 
Muslims Iriumphed by obedience and submission to 
Allah and their enemies' disobedience to Allah, 
Obedience to Allah is our strengtli, as they are more 
than us in number and preparaLon. So, if we 
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becoint; equiil in cointiiiLliiig sins, they will over- 
come us by Uieir strengtiL 

This is concerning cammitting sins and prohibilionsH 
What about those who deny the existence of Allah and 
openly call to atheism and deny the prindples of 
religion and ntiorals? 

This importiuil fnct should he rc^dizcci by the Muslim 
umnuth in general aad Arab nations m particular if they 
want to attain honor and triumph* Almighty Allah 
say«: 

4 Veriiy, Allah mil help those who help His ( Cause) , 
Truly, AUah U AO^Strof^, AU-Mighty}. (Al-Hajj 

22:40) 

^ (f you h^lp (in the came of) Aliuh, He will hefy 
yoUf and make your foQtholdfiM'm ^. (Mtihammad 

47:7) 

7r Differences^ Quarrels and Oiisputes 
Amoi^ the reasons for wriory in the Battle of Hattin 

was the political unity under one rule, in contrast, the 
reasons for defeat in wais with Jews are difference, 
quarrels and disputes. 
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We have heard a lot of bickering, abuses, accusa- 
tions and imults among kings and heads of Muslim 
governments that were transmitted to all people. They 
exchange accusations of betrayal and agents, while their 
enemies attentively observe these accusations and, 
undQiibtecily, they lejaice al these disputes, quarrels 
and hatred while then: own iinmicial and spiritual 
strength increases more and more. Tn addition, they 
urgp Jews all over the world to immigrate to Palestine. 
They work day and night in order to carry out thdr 
plans to expand from ihe Nile to the Euphrates. 

The differences afflicting recent Arab governments 
are the result of forsaking Islam. The princjpies of those 
rulers, derived from the East and West, have caused 
rebellion among the people and aroused the anger of 
t)ie other governments that did not follow these 
principles, thoughts, and beliefs. The result was 
differences in approaches and ways, and conflicts in 
beliefs and thoughts. One party follows Washington j 
another follows London, another follows Moscow, and 
yet onoth^ follows fieljing. One party is called righd^ 
another is called leftist. Thus, the Arab Muslim ummah 
is divided into parties, sects, states and cities, rebels and 
governors, conservatives and progressives. So, it is 
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impos^ble to unite their word or gather them under one 
banner, as they have abandoiieti Islamic Law and 
rejected to follow it. The Qiir*an warns us: 

^ And verily, this is My Straight Path, so foUow it, 

and follow not (other) paths , for they wiH separate 
you away from His Path ^ , (Al-An'am 6:153) 

. \ % ^ 

^.^^and do not dispute, (with one another) iest you lose 

courage und your strength depart.,. f.{A\-Aiii id 8:45) 

Is it reasonable to thumph over the enemy with the help 

of Allah in these circumstances? 

3- Interest in Word but Not in Deed 

Among the reasons for victory in the Battle of Hattin 
was the full preparation and great iiiteret^t in the issue 
of liberating Jerusalem. In contrast, the reason for 

defeat and failiiic in the lace ol Ihc Jews now i^ that the 
interest in liberation is limited to words^ boasting, and 
imposture. 

Since the Falesdnian issue came to existence, we have 
heard a lot of zealous speeches and enthusiastic words 
dehvered before the masses in order to arouse iheir 
emotions. They navely believe their words with cheers 
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and applause. Thereafter^ no positive actions or 

military preparations are taken. Allah the Most Higii 
says; 

^ O you who believe I Why do you say that which you 
do not do? Most haiefulh is in the Si^ht of Allah that 
you say that which you do not do ^ . (As-Saff 61:1-2) 

The poet also says: 

All alleged that he has a relation with Laila; 
however, Laila rejects their allegations. 

The Palestinian issue gets worse and worse. The 

more we solve one probJem, the more wc fall into 
another. Every day Israel increases in strength, power, 
preparations, and accuracy. The reason is that the 
Mushm ummah cannot carry the responsibility and is 
stricken by despair and desperation. We hear from time 
to lime new?i about reconciiiatioa, "Roger's Project" 
and others. For instance, some Arab states have 
adopLcd projects for major countries ^11 at once. In 
addition, there are serious plans to eliminate Fedayeen 
and contest the Palestinian issue at its core. Undoubt- 
edly > it serves Israel and will be a first plan to achieve 
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tliE^ ex|>m&iQa and imperi^U^ni they seek. 

From the birth of the State of Israel till this day, 
most Arab rulers have neglected the Palestinian issue 
and imve not sacrificed for it. If they were interested in 
it. they would close hrothels, dance lialls, and bars, as 
Oe Gaulle did after taking power during World War U, 
antl Ihcy would forbid the broadcaiil ;Hid televising of 
dissolute songs, impudent dramas and insolent dance. 
Also, they would prepare youths religiously and 
morally and prevent all aspects of dissolution, 
effeminacy, and decadence. 

Is it reasonable for the Muslims, while ihcy have lost 
their concern and preparations and indulge in pleasures 
and dissolution, to be aided by Allah in the battle of 
destiny? 

4- Wrong Aim of War 

Among the reasons for victory in the Battle of ilattin 
was that Muslima were fighting to make ^e word of 
Allah supreme. In contrast, the reason for failure and 
defeat nowadaj^ is that fighting is for tiw ^ke of 
fanaticism, party spirit, whims. Western thoughts, and 
novel principles tliat are unrelated to Islam. Some 
rulers hme delivered speech^ in winch they urged 
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people to fight without even mentionitig tlie name of 

Allah or Tsliini in their statements. Rather, they 
declared bared ignorance and unjust fanaticism in 
order to arouse them to fight. 

In 1948, the call to fight was in the name of 
nationalism. 

In 1956^ the call to light was in the name of 
nationalism. 

In 1967, the call to Hght was in the name of 
levoltttionary principles. 

In 1973, the ctill lo fight was in the name of dignity, 
honor, challenge, and steadfastness of Arabs. 

^ £S I Mfj p ^ >, 4 > 

^hey tire but aames which hate mmed^yau tmd 
yom fath4!rs~far which Allah has sent down no 
authority. They foUaw but a guess and that which 
they themselves deme, whefeas there has sittely came 
to them the Gmdance from their Lord I ^ . (An-Najm 
53:23) 

In additioti, we have heard and read recently about 
atheist slogans and misguiding names. Their aim is to 
turn Muslims away from resistance against the enemy 
and from liberating the occupied territories. In 
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addition^ some mercenary writers have been sent Ottt- 
ia our war against Israel-to skinni^ with religioa and 
attack the nature of Allah, Islam, and the messengers. 
For instance, an educated agent, Madim Al-Bitar, wrote 
in his book Min An-Naksak ila Ath-Thawrah (From 
Setback to Revolation); 

The world will find salvation through rebels. 
Without them, our culture and civilization will be 
over—. Those rebels are th^& best of the earth and 
responsible for Allah because ! am convinced there 
is no Allah now. But, we should create him. 

Would we triumph througli those rebels against 
Allah, His Laws, His messages, and His prophets? Ox 
would we go from one setback to find other setbacks^ 
and iiom one collapse to find other collapses? 

Do we expect any good of theta? Do they achieve 
victory when they rebel against Allah, noble values, and 
Islm? Will they be fedayeen and champions in the 
future? 

Palestine will not be liberated by those atheist rebels. 

Palestine will not be liberated by those who deny 
religion and disbelieve in Allah. 

Palestine will not be hberated by those £rivolouB 
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criniiniilsi who Ibllow the way orabomiiiaUoii and wine. 

Professor Dr, Yusuf Al-Qaradawi wrote: 

1 am sure that Israel will not depart and Palestine 
will not be liberated save by those true believers who 
kneel, prostrate, enjoin good iind Forbid evil, 
preserve Allah's Laws^ and fight in the cause of 
Allah while tbteir hearts and bodies are purified. 
Tlio.sc arc llie real soldiers whom none caa challenge 
oi persist before wheo the caller cries, ^'O wind of 
Paradise, come to us! 0 victory of Allah, come 
quickly! O men of the Qur'an, cany out the 
teachings of the Qur'anI " 

Those arc they who revoh at^iiinst nuucrial 
thoughts, reject the language of auniberj^^ ^nd do 
not care for what the cfuemy has tn num,bers; rather^ 
they trust in what they themselves have, Tlieir 
horizons go beyond the earth to the heavens and 
from the world of martyrdom to the unseen world* 
They believe that if they lose people's support ihcy 
will gain Allah's help . ^ ...and Aliah is Saffkknt as 
a WaU (Protector)^ and A&ih is SuJJidmt as a 
Heiper^, [An 4:45) and Allah's soldiers are 
with them , ^AnU none can know the hosts of your 
Lord hut He^ . (Al-Muddaththir 74:31), Those are 
tlie ones who will liberate Palestine from the Jews. 
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Their Liiiu is only to make the Word oi" AiUiii 
supreme. Their UtJe is Islam, their distinguishing 
mark is to worship Allah, and their ciy is ^^Ailahu 

Akhar ! Allah is the greatest 

The Prophet ^ referred to those fighters sayings 

^Muslims will fight against Jews before the Day of 
Judgment. They uilf irhimph over them to the extent 
Uuti they will hide behind iHea md rocks^ The rocks 
and trees will pronounce and call out, "(9 Muslim I O 
servant of Allah I This is a Jew hidden behind me; 
corhe mid kill him ^ (Mushm) . Hiose Muslims who 
will kill Jews and liberate Palestine are not called 
Jordanians, Syriaus, Palestinians, or even Arabs 
because they forsake these names and call them- 
selves *^Muslims". The banner of those people to 
whom tlie rocks and trcL^s will cull \s li;lam, and their 
aim is to worship Allah abne. This is the real fighter 
of whom the ummah is m need, as he will destroy the 
Israeli kingdom and kill Jews. Allah s Messenger ^ 
foretold us that it is the Muslim whose heart is full 
of faith and trust in Allah and who abandons 
worldly pleasures lor the sLike of Lhc Hereafter. He is 
not the ^'geographical^' Muslim who inii^ted Islam 
as he inherited a name and surname from his 
parents, and for whom the word "Maslim" is only a 
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title on the birth certificate. The real Muslim is a 
slave of Allah, not a slave to appetites^ women, 
alcohol, not a slave to the world and money* not a 
slave to the principles of the lews. Such a slave 
caniioL be victorious, nor liberate Llie land, nor raise 
the banner of our umnuik. Rather, he achieves 
setbacks and losses,^ 

In 1948, the Jews tasted afllicdons when a group of 
true Muslims called the Muslim Brothers resisted them. 
Although they were only two hundred fighters and had 
few means and were betrayed by others, they performed 
wonders. They went out to war intending to be 
martyred in the cause of Allah and searching for 
death. A Jew told a Ciipkiretl ofllcer of the nuijahidin, 
Ma*ruf Al-Khudari, "We do not fear any force except 
of those volunteers." The officer asked him what they 
feared from them. The Jew replied, "We have come 
from several lands to live in this land, but they have 
come to die." 

During the latest 10 Ramadan War (6 October 1973, 
known in the United Slates as the Yom Kippur War), 
there were believing officers and Muslim soldiers in the 
S>ritiii Auny who proved their bravery and heroism, 
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caused losses to the enemy, and achieved some victories 
for their jiatioa. They fought to make the word of AlUih 
supreme, cling to noble momls, fuU manhood, and lofty 

Islamic manners. 

Thus, faith in Allah, making His word supreme, 

sacrificing lor H is cause, and waging war in liie name of 
Islam aie the first step towards triumph. 

Is it reasonable for Muslims in today's deteriorated 
conditions to have any gain from their en^y or to be 
aided by Allah in a decisive war? 

5- Just an Arab issue 

Among the reasons for victory in the Battle of Hattin 
was that the issue of liberating Palestine was made an 
Islamic issue. In contrast, one of the reasons for failure 
and defeat at the present time is the return to making 
the Paiesunian issue purely an Arab and national issue. 
Announcers and reporters in the mass media and the 
press call for Arab nationahsm and declare that onJy 
Arabs are responsible for liberating Palestine and 
struggling against the Jews. 

Do these statements not ignore the hundred 

million Muslims all over the world? Do not non-Arab 
Muslims believe in Al-Aqsa Mosque as the third holy 

141 



mosqLie, the In st of the two qihfahs, and the place from 
which the Prophet ^ ascended to the sevea heavens? 
Yet they believe that striving in the ca^use of AUah is the 
best struggle and the uo blest airtt. 

Fighting against the Jews in the natiie of nationalism 
and Arabism is a betrayal of Islam^ Muslims^ and the 
Palestinian issue, A betrayal of lalam because they have 
dianged fighting in the name of Islam into fighting in 
the imaz of Arab nationalism. A betmyal of MusUin$ 
because they have changed Islamic brotherhood iiuo 
Arab brotherhood. Almighty AUah say^; 



^ Truly I Tfrn^yoitr reUgion ( ummah) is omreiigion^ . 

(Al-Anbiya' 21:92) 

The preceding two verses refer to the true link 

among Muslims, which is Islam. Islam prefers this link 
above any hnk of blood, race, color, lango^e^ or 

history. 

Have you seen anything like that betrayal throu^out 

MusUlii history? 
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Have you hcAwi ;my[]iing like thai betrayal and 
denial of Islamic broiheriiood in Muslims* wars 
against enemies? 

It was a betrayal (or ihe PalesUnian issue because the 
callers for fighting in the name of Arab natioDalism 
turned hod- Arab Muslims away trom the i^^sue. In 
addition, they made them feel unjustly that the issue 
was related lo Arabs, not to the Muslims as a whole. Is 
it reasonable-after these reactions and divisions among 
Muslims, which were caused by those who call for 
fighting in the name of Arab Nationalism instead of 
Islam^for all Muslims to unite and fight for the sake of 
liberating the Holy Lund? 

Have Muslims known a relation other than that of 
Islam, faith, and the Qur'an throughout their glorious 
history? 

The poet was Lraihful when he said: 

A caller supports his ally in order to 
make him one of the nobles in a tribe. 
Surely, 1 have no father but Islamj while 
people are proud of Qais or Tamim*^^ , 

Cl) Qais and Tamizn two famous tribes during tbe pFO-lslamec 
period (tratisktor) 
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Sheikh Muhammad Nimr Ai-Khatib stated in his book, 

Al-iman Tariquna ila Ati-iSasr (FailJi Is Our Way to 
Victory): 

Arab leadens have been persevering for a long 
time in making the Palestinian problem as purely an 
Arab issue* I do not know what the reason behind 
this is.... 

I do not know why the Arabs ignore other 
Muslims who amount to seven hundred niillion and 
live in the best and richest land, and own the black 
and white gold* 

1 do not know why they do that in spite of the 
fact that all nations strive to make friends with 
others and ask their help. 

What I understand from this action is that they 
want to satisfy the Christians who live in the Arab 
World. However, does this disturb our Christian 
citizens when we save our brothers, Jesus' birth- 
place, and the Church of the Resurrection in 
Palestme? Does this disturb them if non-Arab 
Muslims participate with us in liberating the Holy 
Land? 

The cause of the separation between Islam and 
Arabism concerning war against the Jews is that the 
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world today no Ibnger believes in or caJh for war in the 
nanie of religion. Moreover, if we regard the Palestinian 
issue as an Islamic one, they will accuse m of 
backwardness and reaction. Here a qiit^ytioii arises: 
Did they forget that Israel was e&tablislied on religious 
bases? And that their propaganda abroad is in the name 
of Judaism? 

The Jewi^ Wiezmann wrote in his memoirs:^^^ 

I met the British Foreign Minister Lord fialfour 
who asked me on the spot, "Why did you not 
accept to establish your new sLaLc in Uganda?" I 
replied, "Surely, Zionism is a political and national 
movement; however, we cannot ignore the spiri- 
tual side, r am sure tfuii if we ignore the spiritual 
side, we cannot achieve the pohtical and national 
dream," 

The Jewish Herzi said in the Basel Conference held 

in 1897, "Returning to Zionism should be preceded by 
returning to Judaism." 

BenGunon wrote a message to President De GauJIe 

( I } For this and the followiog quotations from Ziomst leaders, 
rrfcrcnccs were not ijjchided in the text and (he originat could not 

be traced. These arc, there lyre, leLrauslated froni the Ara-bit 
translation. (cdiLor) 



145 



telling him, "The secret of survival after the two defeats 
by the Bahylonians and Romans and the enduring 
hatred of Christians that has encompassed us for a 
thousand years hes in our spiritual belief in the Holy 

Book." 

The Jewish leaders have decreed this oath that 

should be taken by every Jew when he comes of age: "O 
Israel, this is my oath, I swear to be loyal to God, the 

Toidb, ihc Jewish people^ and the Jewish State." 

Ben Gurion also declared in the Twenty-fifth 

Conference for Inteniatioiiiil Zionism (25 December 
1960), "Every Jew should immigrate to Israel. Every 
Jew who lives outside of Israel since its formation is 
warned that he is a transgressor of the teachings of the 
Torah^ and that Jew disbelieves daily in Judaism*^ 

Influences of spiritual values on Jewish people have 
attained the following: 

• The name of the state is Israel. 

• Whoever works on Saturday is stoned. 

• Civil marriages are not recognized by the state. 

• Restaurants that prepare non-Kosher food are 
closed* 

• Every Jew should choose for himself a name from 
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the Torah. 

A short time later, Neseem, the Grand Rabbi in 
Israel, wanted to make the Talmud ihc Law for Israel. 
Bdore him, the Minister of Social AfTairs in the racist 
country attempted to acknowledge the Torah as the 
Law for Israel, 

The last news we heard is that a large party did not 
vote for Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir, on the plea 
that Judaism decrees that women should not hold the 
reins of power 

Is it true, or logical, or just to let our enemy occupy 
our [and in the name of religion, and unite in the name 
of religion, and s0t up th&r state on religious bases, 
while we- the ones who invite to the Truth, the ones 
concemed with the matter-are embarrassed and 
ashamed to incorporate Islam, which is tho Law of 
Allah, in the reckoning of battle, or to fight our enemy 
in the name of Islam, by which we live and in whose 
fold we die? And even those who are interested in the 
Palestinian issue confine the issue only to Arabs mid 
ignore six hundred million non-Arab Muslims, 

Is it reasonable for Muslims, while they fight in the 



O) Al^Hmaditb Magazioe, Issue no. SS7, 9 I 'ebruary 1968, 
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tiame of Arab nationalism, to gain anything over their 
enemy or to be aided by Allah in the decisive war? 

This was a brief comparison of the Palestinian wars 
yesterday and today* Those who have a sound mind 
should consider it, learn from it, and follow the best 
way to hberate the Holy Land irom the claws of the 
Jews and to achieve the promised triumph, if they want 
to have tlie honor for their generation and gciierationii 
to come. 

The only way to salvation and a return to honor is 
Islam, as it is the way to victory: 

^And Allah has full power and contrui over His 

Affair St 'W-*' ff*^** know not^ , (Y usuf 12;21) 
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Salah Ad-Din's Characteristics 



In the previous chapters we reviewed the siagcs of 
Salah Ad-DiTi*s life from birth to death. It is 
recommen<iable here to review his principal character- 
istics - such as his worship, personal morals^ and nobk 
merits - that immarulized his iiame in history. 

Th6 followmg are die Most disUoguished chaxactenstics 
and morals: 

¥l0ty and Worship 

Undoubtedly, piety, worship, fear of Allah, good 
faith and trust in Him are the first and best 
charactedstics that distinguish a Muslim. For adhering 
to Allah, relating lo Him, and asking everything of Him 
motivate the Mushni tp be a brave champion. This 
virtue, which is a kind of faith and worslup, was a 
distinguished characteristic ol Salah Ad-Din. His friend 
Al-<}adi Boha' Ad-Din, known as Ibn Shaddad, ^ted 
in his book Sirat Sutah Ad- Din: 

He (may Allah have mercy on him) had good 
belief and remembered Allah much. He took this 
belief through studying with great scholars and 
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jurists* For example, Sheikh Qutb Ad-Din An- 

Naisaburi compiled for him comprehensive infor- 
mation and titles about the subject of belief. He 
took great care to teach it to his small children in 
order for them to menionze it. I saw him while he 
was teaching them it and they were redting it to him* 

As for prayer, he used lo offer prayer at its fixed 
time and in oongregatioa. He also regularly offered 
the fixed and unfixed Sunnah prayers and he used to 
awaken lo pray during the night or would pray 
before the dawn prayer.... I saw him praying on his 
feet in Ms final illness. He did not stop praying 
except in the la^^l three days when he lost his mental 
faculties, if the time of prayer came while he was 
traveling, he would get down to pray* 

As for zakah, he died without possessing even the 
minimum amount of property to be liable for it. As 
for charily lo iUc poor and needy, he spent his 
wealth on them. His legacy was forty-seven dirhams 
and one jurm (a piece the ^ze of a date stone) of 
gold. Me behind no property, neither a house, 
nor land, nor garden, nor orchard, nor village, nor 
farm, nor any type of wealth. 

As for fasting Ramadan, he missed some days of 
Ramadan because of illness. However, he started to 
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fast them in Jerusalem in the year in which he died. 
His doctor blamed him because he made up for 

these days, but he replied. "I do not know my 
destiny/^ It seems that he felt death neai to him. 

As for Hajj, he kcpl intending and iiisisluig on 
performing it, especially in the year in which he died. 
However, the time was not right, as he had no 
money and limiled tiine. He intendt^d to pciibrm it 
in the next year, but Allah decreed his death. All 
pcL^ple agreed upon this. 

He used to read and listen to the Holy Qur'an 
and chose the best reader who had to be well vei^ 

in the Qur an, He hud a suhmissivo and humble 
heart and often cried, I le also listened to the hadith 
of the Prophet When he was told aJx)ut a highly 
educated Sheikh, he called him to teach him and 
recite what he had memorized- He permitted others 
to attend and listen to what he recited. 

He always dignilied the religious rituals. He 
hated philosophers and ttose of the heretical 
Mu'attil sect and deviants from Islamic Law, When 
he heard of any heretical deviant in his kingdom^ he 
pn^er^ htyn to be killed. 

He also trusted in Allah, depended on Hnn, 
turned to Him in repentance, and submitted to 
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Htm. When Muslims were defeated, he used to 
pray suppUpa te Allah wliile pr ostrating saying, "O 

Allah, my worldly means have bean exhausted, so 
I have failed to achieve victory for Your religion. 
Nothing iwiains but Your aid, holding fast to Your 
rope, and depending on Your grace. You are 
sufficient for me, as You are the best trustee.*^ 

Al-Qadi Baha' Ad^Kn adds, 

"I saw hia tears falling on his b^rd, then on ibe 
carpet, but t could not hear what he said/' It was the 
same day that he was told that the Muslims had 
been victorious. 

Moreover, he loved jihad so much that it occupied 
all his heart, fcc;Ungs and senses. He used to fight on 
Friday in order to get the blessings of the 
supplications of the ones giving the sermons in the 
mq^ques, for maybe tbeij: prayers would be 
answered. 

Justice and Mercy 

Al-Qadi Baha' Ad-Din reported: 

He (may Allah be merciful to him) was just, 
merciful, kind, and a supporter of the weak. He 
used to judge among all dasses of sodety-young, 
old, rich, poor, etc-every Monday and Thursday in 



152 



a public council attended by jurists, judges and 
scholars. He was accustom cd lo doing ihal whether 
traveling or in residence. He cared for the plaintiffs 
and endeavored to solve their problems. 

He was so just that he stood beside his adversary in 

court without embarrassment or pride, as justice should 
be followed. A trader named 'Umai Al-Khallati 
accused Salah Ad-Din of taking one of bis slaves, 
called SunquT, and unjustly taking his wealth. When the 
trader brought his suit against him to the judge, Al* 
Qadi Ibn Shaddad, Salah Ad-Din was palicnt and 
satisfied to be the defendant The two adversaries 
broui^hi thcii witnesses and evidence. At last, it was 
confirmed that the trader had accused Salah Ad-Din 
falsely. However, when he was able to, Salah Ad-Din 
gave the Iradei a gift and a sum of money in order to 
prove his generosity and forgiveness. 

He also took care of the interests of his subjects and 
removed some of the taxes and duties imposed on them. 
Ibn Jubair stated that among Saluli Ad-Din*s virtues 
that will be exemplary forever was that he removed 
some types of taxes and duties imposed on people, 
including sales taxes and the duties on drinking water 
from the Nile* 
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There was a lax of seven and a half dinars imposed 
upon every pilgrim oa his way to the Hejaz for the 
aherations in Makkah and Madinah and to help the 
people there. The Fatimids went to extremes in 
collecting the tax, and whoever was unable to pay it 
was punished severely. However, Salah Ad-Uiu 
removed these taxes from pilgrims who were poor and 
compensated the people of Hejaz vvilli uu equiil subsidy 
instead* So, Allah sav&i ttiose believers and pilgrims 
from troubles under the rule of the just Suhan Salah Ad- 
Din. 

Courage and Perseveiraiioe 

He was excniplnry in bravery, as friends and foes 
acknowledged. This hero was not like those heutenanta, 
kings, and generals who sit on the throne and do 
nothing but issue orders to their soldiers lo wage wax 
against others. If the soldiers triumph, they will be the 
champioii^i, and if ihcy arc defeated, they are safe in 
their headquarters. Salah Ad-Pin was not like those 
kings and generals because he was accustomed to being 
in the first line of the army and sharing with the soldiers 
the risks and crises of war* 

For example, his distinguished bravery was mani- 
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feted when he occupied Kawkab Fortress in AM, 
He permitted the Bgypiian soldiers under his brother 
Al-Malik Al-'Adil Lake a rest leave. He accompanied 
them to Ascalon and bid them farewell there before 
going to inspect the coastal cities until Acre. His 
advisers disa^eed with him about this plan because 
there would not be enough bodyguards to accompany 
him in his visits al'ter the Egyptian soldiers had 
departed* Besides, a large number of Crusaders li\ed 
in Tyre* Thereloic iliey ^nul Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad 
advised him not to do sq and told him it w^as a great 
risk. However, he did not care and marched to Acre 
alter the departure of Uie Egyptian army without 
fearing the enemy. 

It was winter and the sea was rough> Salah Ad-Din 
was accompanied by Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad* He looked 
at the rough waves tlien turned to Ibu Shaddad and 
said, "£f Allah aids me to conquer the remaining parts 
of this coast, 1 will divide ihe cities (to he ruled by iny 
sons), make my will, take leave of you, and sail to 
follow the Crusaden in the islands so as to eliminate all 
the disbehevm or to die as a martyr." 

He was calm, had a strong will, and was able lo 
endure hardships and sufferings. Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad 
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related: 

During the Crusaders^ blockade of Acre, more than 
seventy Crusader ships arrived at Acre in one nig^t. 
He counted them from after 'Asr Prayer to sionset 
Nevertheless, he did not feel fear, but raUier, more 
strength... J have never seen him fearing an enemy 
because of his (enemy's) large number or his great 
power* 

In a battle with the Crusaders in Acre, the Muslims 
were defeated and their standard fell. However, Salah 
Ad-Din remained steadfast with a small group and 
withdrew to the mountain in order to gather and 
encoin-age die soldiers to continue ngJuiu^. He kept 
doing so until he achieved victory. 

In another incident while he was stationed in Acre, 
on a rainy, stormy day, Salah Ad-Din's tent fell down 
on him, nearly killing him. It did nothing but increase 
his appetite for jihad. This indicates his high moral 
spirits^ strong trust in Allah, aad unique bravery. 

Al-Qadi Baha' Ad -Din elaborated on hi^ sacrifice and 
love of jihad in the cause of Allah: 

He was so fond of jihad that it occupied all of his 
time, speech and life. He took interest only in his 
soldiers, ammunitions, and people who were 
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interested in jihad. He departed his family, sons, 
and homeland for jihad in the cause of Allah. He 
was content to live under the shade of a tent that is 
susceptible to wind and storm. He led the army, 
organized the soldiers, and fought against the 
enemies several times in spite of illness. 

When Ibn Shaddad wondered at this, Salah Ad-Din 
replied, ^'When I start fighting illness is removed." 

The following incident^ which was reported by Ibn 
Shaddad, also shows his patience and satisfaction. 

Sakih Ad-Din had a son named Isma'il. When he was 
told that his son had died^ he endured, was patient, and 
sacriftced lum in anticipation of Allah's reward in the 
Hereafter. His eyes only filled with tears. Ibn Shaddad 
said, "Consider this patience and sacrifice, and the 
noble purpose- O AJiahj as Vou inspired and guided 
him to patience and sacrifice, I pray You to reward 
him, O You, the Most Merciful." 

Understanding and Forgiven^ 

Among his nobk traits wer« understanding and 

forgiveness. He alwiiys met ill treatment with good and 
rudeness with patience, For example, Ibn Shaddad 

( L ) ArhNamidir As-Suitamyah^ p. 50. 
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reported that people crowded together so much that 
some of them Lrod on the hem of his garBieni or the 
carpet upon which he sat in onier to ofler their 
complainls. However, he took care of their comptaints 
and fujfjlled their needs and demands. Although some 
plaintiffs spoke rudely to him, he accepted their words. 

One day, Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad rode his mule and 
passed by him. It was a rainy day and the mule 
splattered Salah Ad-Din*s clothes with mud. iiowever, 
he did not permit Ibn Shaddad to retire shyly into a 
corner and smiled at him in order to remove his 
embarrassment. 

Ibn Shaddad was an eyewitness to the following 
incident that indicates Salah Ad-Din*s understanding 
atid forgivenesEi. During the struggle between Salah Ad- 
Din and Richard Uxe Lion-Hearted over Yaffa, some of 
Salah Ad-Din's soldiers disobeyed his orders and spoke 
rudeiy to him. Thereupon, he left them angrily* When 
other soldiers saw him, tJiey imagined that he had killed 
the others because of what they had anid and dons. He 
returned to headquarters and met with the princes, each 
of whom felt afraid and thought ih;u he was hated. 
Even Ibn Shaddad himself, despite his high status in the 
eyes of Salah Ad-Din» said. feared to enter upon him 
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lest he call me/' But when Ibn Shaddad entered upon 

hinij he asked him to gather the princes to eat some 
fruits that had just arrived rroni Damascus, Whea the 
princes attended, still afraid, they found Salab Ad-Din 
happy* which made them feel composed and sale in 
their hearts. They left willing to fight as if nothing had 
happened. 

Historians also recorded that a man complained to 
him when he was tired. Salah Ad-Din told him to wait a 
little while, but the man refused to wait and read the 
content of the complaint lo Salab Ad- Din, who listened 
carefully to him. After he had finished, Salah Ad-Din 
told him that there was no inkwell to sign his 
complaint* The man hastened and brought an inkwell 
to Salah Ad-Din, He was not angry and quietly signed 
the complaint. 

His understanding was not limited to his followers, 

subjects, and soldiers, but it albo applied to Ixis enemy. 
We mentioned in the seventh chapter examples 
indicating his pardon and undcrsLundirkg, and you 
may return to it to know more. 

Chivalry and Magnanimity 

Historians agree that Salah Ad-Din's chividiy, 
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magnaiumity, and good treatment of the enemy were 

unprecedented in the history of wars and conquests. 

Prince 'AH reported from the En^ish historian Mill 

that a number of Christians who left Jerusalem went to 
Christian Antioch. They were not welcomed, but rather 
expelled, by the prince of Antioch. They headed instead 
to Muslim GOijntiies, which welcomed them. Prince 'Ail 
also adds Mishud^s description of the condition of 
those who were expelled from Jerusalem and what lliey 
met from their Christian brethren. They suffered 
starvation, poverty, and lack of human respect in 
Syria, and Tripoh closed its gates before them, A 
woman was compelled to throw her child into the sea 
and cursed the Christian people who refused Utem 
hospitality or shelter* 

Sultan Salah Ad-Din was told that the patriarch was 
leaving with his money and treasures without paying 
ransom for the Crusaders' poor and needy. Pool 
described him as a man who had no conscience or 
feeling. When Salah Ad- Din was asked why he had not 
confiscated the patriarch's wealth to aid the Muslims, 
he repUed, "I prefer to take ten dinars than to betray 
him/' Pool commented on the situation saying, ^'The 
Muslim sultan taught the Christian cleric the meanmg 



of noble morals and iighteousnes&.*' 

Al^di tbn Shaddad related: 

Once we were walking together near the enemy 
lines. A Muslim soldier brought a Crusader woman 
weeping and bteaLing her chest. Salah Ad-Din diked 
about her problem and learned that she had lost her 
young daughter. Upon that, he took pity and shed 
tears. He ordered the soldiers to search lor the one 
who bought her and pay her price and bring her 
back. In less than an hour they brought the young 
giri and the mother ran to her. She covered her face 
with dust and while people were looking at her and 
crying. She looked to the sky but she did not know 
what to say. She carried her daughter and they 
helped her back to her camp. 

AUQadi Ibn Shaddad also related the following 
story showing his pardon and chivalry: 

When the EngUsh King Richard ihe Lion-Hearted, 
. the mortal enemy of Salah Ad-Din, fell ill, Salah 
Ad-Din asked about his health and sent fruits and 
ice to him. The Crusaders, who were hungry and 
poverty-stricken, were astonished at this noble 
chivalry and mercy from their enemies. 

Historians agree that Saiah Ad-Din did not exploit 
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their weakness to force them to embrace Islam. Arnold 

says in his book Ad-Da'wah ila Ai-islani thai "Itiige 
numbers of Crusaders embraced Islam because of 
merciful treatment," 

If we compare the Crusaders' fanatic hatred of Islam 
and the Islamic chivalrous love of Christianity and 
ChristianSi we find a big difference between the two. The 
reason is that their attack on the Islamic world was full 
of fanaticism and hatred. They used to aUack-without 
mercy, conscience or humanity-those who contradicted 
them m religion, and Ihey transgressed against all 
people, young or old, man or woman, soldier or civilian. 

The Crubudcr fanaticism and cruelty sttirlcd in Al- 
Aqsa Mosque Massacre in which they killed seventy 
thousand women, children, and disabled Muslims. In 
contrast, when Salah Ad-Din recovered Jerusalem, he 
prevented aggression against the Cmsaders, accepted 
their surrender and granted them safety. In addition, 
they left Jerusalem to Tyr^ xmder the protection of 
Muslim soldiers. 

We have explained in details his magnanimity and 

forgiveness in chiiptcr seven under the heading ^'Salah 
Ad-Din's Treatment of the Crusaders". If you want to 
know more, retum to it to learn the wide difference 
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between our chivalry and their fanaticism/ ' 

Criticism of Salah Ad-Din 

Modem historiiios have criticized Salah Ad-Din's 
policy, his merciful treatment of the Crusaders, and his 
exaggerated magaaaimity towards Islam's enemies* 
Their criticism can be summarized in the following 

points; 

1, Salah Ad-Din should have reciprocated the treatment 

of the Crusaders, killing thcii captives as they did 
ours. Almighty Allah says: 

. < c^E; %. % > 

^he reeampensB for m evil is an evil Uke thereof^ . 
{Ash-Shura 42 : 40) . 

^Tkm whoever transgresses the prohibitum against 
you, you transgress likewise t^ainst him^ ,(A1- 
Baqarah2:194) 

2, He permitted the Crusader captives to settle in Tyre. 

Ihis encouraged ihem to wage the Third Crusade, 

(i )To le^arn more abouL the niilui^nce of Islamic niiigiianimity in 
sprefuiiog Mam amoug ihe Crusaders, see Call to Islam by T. W. 
Arnold. 
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aided from Europe with provisions and supplies, 
with the result that they occupied Acre. 

3. Disorders that followed the Battle of Hattin caused 

great confusion and Josses in Mushm countri^, as they 
hindered the ad vatice of Islamic ooBquesta west and east. 

These are the most important criticisms that were 
made of Salah Ad-Din. However, other historians have 
defended him and justified his merciful treatment and 
noble magnanimity as actions that were based on 
Islamic principles and law. They added that as long as 
Islam permitted the Islamic ruler to choose between 
forgiveness and ransom and between, killir.g and 
enslavement for captives, he could dg whichever of 
the two was better for the public interest of Islam and 
Muslims. AhiughLy Allah says: 

. ^ UJ^1 i5tr J;: £i t i$ > 

^Thereafter (is the time) eithsr far genentsity or 
ransom, until the war Utys down its barden ^, 

(Muhammad 47:4) 

Howev^, Salah Ad-Din did kill a group of nearly 
two hundred captives tTeniplars and Hospitallers] who 
were activists, agitators, and the roots of all evils 

because they sowed dissension among the Muslims and 
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broke covenants. They were also followed by the 
public were hostUe to Muslims, and injured them 
with their religious fanaticism/ 

We mcotioned previously that Salah Ad-Din 
captured the ruler of Kerak, Reginald of Chtillon, 
after the victory in Hattin and killed him lo fulfill his 
oath because the latter had mistreated Muslims and 

dared the Prophet Muiiaiiuiiad 

From the foregoing, we realize that Salah Ad-Din 
was strict when suictness wa^i needed, and tolerant 
when magnanimity was needed, A poet said: 

It is disapproved to be wcaii ia a 

siLLiulion thai needs you to be strong 

Or to be strong in a situation 

that needs you to be forgiving. 

As for permitting the Cru^adera lo scUlc ia Tyre, he 
did that after he had covenanted aad mad^ a treaty with 
them. Howe^, they broke the treaties and violated the 
covenants. He might have thought that they would 
appredate his prt^ous merc£fiil treatment of them, 
remain gmtcfui, and live with Muslims in peace and 
Stability. But, as^ tbe Arab poet said : 



ti) Hayat StM A^Din, by Ahmad Al-Bayaii, p. 16Z 
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Mai) cannot get all he hopes. 

The wind blows opposite to ships. 

It was beLier Tor Salah Ad-Din to distribute them 
anaong the Muslim cities so as to brBdk up their vmty 
and to leave them under Muslim observance . 

As for the eriticism that Salah Ad-Din's magnani- 
mity caused disordm, losses and troubles, we men- 
tioned previously that his magnanimity was based upon 
Islamic principles, and he was nghl in his decisions. Did 
he realize the Unseen and know that the Crusaders in 
Europe Luiti Tyre would wage a third war against him? 
Jf he had recognized the Unseen, he should have taken 
precautions and been prepared* The poet says: 

The past actions passed, and the future is the 
Unseen. 

You recognize only the tinae in which you are now* 

Finally, he was not infallible like prophets because 
he was just a man. Imam Malik said, "Anyone is Uabk 
to do right or wrong, save the one who h buried in this 
grave ( meaning Muhammad^ The diligent has 
one reward in case he does wrong, and two rewards in 
case he does right, ThercforCj Salah Ad-Din will be 
rewarded in either case. 
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Lore of Poetry and JUterature 

Salah Ad-Din was a man who h^d an integrate<l 
personality. He loved jihad and he devoted most of his 
time to it, but he also did not forget his portioii of 

lawlal enjoyment. Ibn Shaddad reported Lhiil Sakh Ad- 
Dia was sociable, bad noble morals, i^jas jokiiig, 
memori/CLl Arab genealogy and their wars, knew their 
biogiaplues ajid concerns, preserved iheir horses' 
pedigiL^es, and knew mythical and legendary stories. 

Among this qualities that indicated his unique 
character and intelligence was his appreciation of good 
poetry and his lepeating it in his cQuncils, Ibn Khalikan 
stated in his history that Salah Ad-Din knew how to 

discriminate between bad poeLiy diid good. Foe Is 
always went to him in order to recite their new 
poems. He also was accustomed to lepeLiUng a poet's 
saying: 

I dreamed of my beloved while 1 was - 
afraid of my adversaries, and morning 
was about to dawn. 

I felt so happy that 1 nearly woke those 
asleep beside me, and my love was just 
about to be disclosed lo others. 
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1 woke up wishing my hopes would 

come true. Unfortunately^ my happiness 

changed into sadjiess. 

The author of Wajiyai Ai-A 'yon stated that he was 
pleased with Ibn An-Miinajim*s saying: 

People dyed their white 

hair because il became ugly. 

But uglier is when the roots come out white* 

When youths died, the hair blaekmed from 

Al-'Itnad Al-Katib stated that some of Salah Ad- 

Din^s friends wrote two verses: 

You are absent from us with your 
body, but you are close to my heart, 

1 have never seen you witli my eyes, 

but T saw you with my heart. 

The author of Rawdalaiu stated that Salah Ad-i>ia 
was fond of Usama Ibn Munkiz*s poetry. He 

memorized lots ol poems and usijd to repeat them on 
OGcaslons* He also memorized stirring poetry. Histor** 
ians rcfTL^] tcci lhat when S;ilah Ad-Din was Lold that his 
brother Turan Shah had died, he was very grieved and 
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expressed his feeling by reciting elegiac verses. Al-'lmad 
said that he also used to write verses expressing his 
good news in his messages Lo iriends. Among the verses is ; 

Before, looking at you was not enough. 

Today, I am satisfied to hear about yotu 
Al-'Irnad Al-Katib aim reported tliat Salah Ad-Din 
was abo fond of literature and writerSp He was 
accustomed to mccLing wilh poets to listen to their 
new wrks. For c^mmple, he held an audienoe after the 
conquest of Jerusalem and Ustened to their new poems. 

We have mentioned some of these poenas in chapter 
seven. He had a good appreciation of poetry and 
criticized poema delivered to him. Ahmad ibn Nafadah 
wrote vOTses to Al- Im^d inviting him to vidt Damascus 
during its famous apricot season. He said at the 
beginnuig of it; 

When he invited people to taste delicious 
apricote, they came from all over Damascus. 

Al-'Imad reported thai when he offered the verses to 
the sultan, the laUer asked blm what he had written In 

reply. He recited what he had said: 

Let's go to taste delicious apricots 
and meet at the dining table, 
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Apricots seemed among leaves of 
trees like golden balls in silver covers. 

Al-'Imad added that when he recited this verse to 

Salah Atl-Din, he said, "The simile between leaves and 
silver is not good, as leaves are green white silver is 
white. There is no similarity between the two<" Al- 
'Imad modified it to: 

Api'icots secmcU tuiiong leaves of 

trees as silver covered with emerald . 

1 he poet corrected Uie verse and 

the simile, Uic sultan was right. 

Asceticism and Generosity 

He abstained from worldly pleasures and adorn- 

menu. Hib followers built a wonderful house for him in 
Damascus, but he did not care for it and said, "We will 
not live in this house forever. This house is not suitable 
for one who asks ibr death. We are here m the service of 
Allah the Most High." 

He was not conceited with supreme power, sover- 
eignty or authority. Among his sayings was, "Money 

and dust ate equal in my sight," He (may Allah have 



(1) HayiJt Salah Ad^Ditt, by Ahmad Al-fiayali, p, 214. 
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mercy on him) left no money, cstiUe or palace. We 
mecitioned at the beginning of tbe chapter under the 
section "Piety and Worship'' that Al-Qadi Baha' Ad- 
Din^ nicknamed Iba Shaddad, said about his faith and 
worship; 

As for zakaha he died without possessing even the 
minimum amount of proj^rty to be liable for it. As 

for charity lo tlic poor and needy, he spent his 
wealth on them. His legacy was forty-seven dirhams 
and one jurm (a piece the size of a date stone) of 
gold. He left behind no property, neit]it:i- a house, 
nor land, nor garden, nor orchard, nor village, nor 
farm, nor any type of wealth. 

Have you soca or read about great leaders or ascetic 
mlers ia history Uke that sultan? He is the sultan who 
sold worldly pleasures for the sake of ihc Heieafter 
became the pleasure of the Hereafter is better than 

amassing wealth. 

As for generosity, he did not prevent money from the 

beggars or needy. Ibn Shaddad said: 

When he intended to head to Damascus* delegations 
gathered m his house in Jerusalem. There was not 
enough money hi the treasury* J talked to iiim about 
that. He sold objects from the treasury and 
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distributed their price to the delegations,.,. He was 
generous at all Limes, whether in hardship or relief. 
Treasurers concealed some money from him for 
unexpected events.... I heard him in a speech say, "It 
is possible to find people who regard money as 
dust.^^ It seems that he intended himself. 

He also was generous to scholars and Sufis (mystics) 
and recommended his men to be generous to them. 

Once* a man who was a scholar and mysUc passed 
through. The man departed after meeting with the 
sultan. Many days laler, the sultan a.skcd about him 
and was told that he had traveled. His face showed 
signs of rebuke, and he said, "How did he travel 
without any charity given to iiim?" He oommanded his 
clerk, who knew him, to send a message asking him to 
return to meet the sultan. The man came and met Salah 
Ad^Din, who wekomed him and talked with him and 
received him as a guest for several days. He gave hira 
gifts* money, a riding animal^ and clothes for his family 
and neighbors. The man left very happy. 

When Salah Ad-Din knew that wealth would come, 

he distributed it to the needy and the lighters before it 
reached him. If a lighter's horse was injured in battle, 
he would replace it with another. He had no specific 
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horse for himself; rather, he used to donate his own 

horses to his soldiers or promised them gilts to 
people until he had given away as many as ten thousand 
horses. He also used to wear clothes made of linen, 
Qotton or wooi> If he found someone in need of it» he 
would donate it to hun/*^ 

The motive for this generosity was that he regarded 

himself ii^ just a soldier of Islam invited to struggle 
against the enemies* Besides, he always beheved that he 
was liable to die at any time, so why should money be 
stored while there were people in need of it? Another 
motive was that he did not indine to worldly pleasures 
or issue orders or send cnva^^s whiie he sat in liis palace 
among servants and retainers. He was unlike other 
kings. Rather, he was a brave fighter and intrepid 
champion and speal most of his time in wars. If he 
wanted to relax^ he slept on the ground or sat under the 
shade of a teiiL He was always happy and relaxed when 
Muslims were glorified, dignified, unified and strong. 
Was this generous champion to be blamed? 

Activity and Interest in Jihad 

He was always fond of jihad and concerned about it. 



(15 Salah Ad-Din, ty Fmt Jamal Ad-Din Ar-Rainadi* p. 9*. 
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He could not eat or sleep or be tranquil until he had 

hberated the Muslim lands from tyrants, despots, 
and Crusaders. To elaborate on his interest in jihad and 
his enduring the responsibility for liberation, we touch 
on his observers and companions^ sayings about him. 

ibii Shaddad said: 

The occupation of Jerusalem was a great matter that 

a inount;ii]i coiik[ iiol bear ... He was like a mother 
who is bereaved of her child. He rode from one 
place to another urging the people to jihad and 
wandered about places crying, "Oh for Isliim \ " and 
his eyes shed tears. The more he looked at Acre and 
the trials that afflicted the people, the more he ui^ed 
the people to jihad. At that time, he ate nothing. He 
drank medicine given by the doctor. I was told by 
some of his doctors that from Friday until Sunday 
he ate only an insignificant amount because he was 
so interested in the war. 

Allah is the greatest ! This is the real interest ia jihad. 

Allah IS the greatest ! This is the real sacrifice for the 

cause of Allah. 

Allah is the greatest ! This is the real racing for the 
sake of Uberaiion and islam. 

If Salah Ad-Din had no positions other than these, it 
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wolild suffice him* Ibn Shaddad proceeded to say: 

He was madly in love with jiliad. ihc isaut; of jihad 
preoccupied him so much that he always talked 
about it in every council He was interested only in 
his soldiers, means* and people who remind and 
advise him. He left his children, wife, and homeland. 
He was satisfied to live under the shade of a tent 
that was liable to be destroyed by the wind. Once, 
the wind destroyed his tent while he was outside it. 
However, this oniy increased his appetite for jihad 
and his peiiicverance. 

Another proof of his continuing effort, permanent 
endeavors, and perlect race to make the word of Allah 
supreme was his conversation with Ibn Shaddad: 

wouid like to tell you something. 11 Allah aids me 
to conquer the remaining parts of this coast, 1 will 
divide the cities (to be ruled by my sons), make my 
will, take leave of you, and sail lo follow the 
Crusaders in the islands so as to eliminate all the 
disbelievers or to die as a martyr." 

These words made me happy, I said to Salah Ad- 
Din, "You should not risk yourself and the soldiers, 

for soldiers arc the prolijclois of Islain." Salah Ad- 
Din replied^ "I ask you for a legal opinion. Which of 
the two deaths is the more honorable?" I replied, 
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*'To die in the cnuse of Allah." He said, "My 
inirpose is to die for the cause of Allah." 

What a pure purpose it is ! What a brave and bold 
self it is ] May the mer^ of Allah be upoa him, O 
Allah, You know that he did his best to achieve 
victory for Your religion, lie also fought for the 
sake of Your mercy. O Allah, grant him Your 
mercy/ 

The foregoing are the noblest characteristics and 
glorious qualities with which Salah Ad-Diti was 
endowed* Our current rulers are in even greater need 
of such characteristics, for with them they could 
promote their nations to ihc highest level in order to 
set up the Islamic State and they could also triumph 
over Israel and regain the honor and digniiy of this 
ummah. This is not hard for Allah. 

The Muslim ummah is in urgent need of a hero who 
has sm;h qualities as had Salah Ad-Din: i.e.f worship 
iind piety, justice and mercy, biavory mid patience, 
understanding and pardon, chivalry and magnanimity, 
asceticism and generosity, and activity and struggle. 
Whenever these qualities ate fulfilled in a ruler or 
leader, the Muslims will achieve great triumph and 

An-Ntmadir As-Sultofiiyah, by Al-Qadi Ibn Shaddad, p. 18- 
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invincible glory and establish the fulme of' the Islamic 
State. 

O Allah, our desires have become different, so 
we ask You to bestow U5 with a great ruler with 

whom You will bt; satisfied- 

A ruler who regains the glory of Islam and 
looks after it» and You will look after him. 
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Reforms Achieved by Salah Ad-Din 

Wc mentioned in the previous chapLcis that Salah 
Ad-Din spent most of his life in destructive wars against 
the Crusaders. Undoubtedly, these wars hindered him 
from establishing comprehensive reforms and major 
projects. However, he did order some construction and 
relonns that succeeding generations admired. 

In this chapter, we will cite the most important reforms 
and projects in order to be broader in writing about his 
biography and to appreciate him as he deserves. We 
contine these reforms to the following matters: 

Construction Improvements 

The most important improvement was Cairo*s walL 
After most of the wall had collapsed and become a 
passageway through which people entered and exited 
Cairo easily, he rebuilt the walL He appointed At- 
Tawashi Baha* Ad-0in Qaraqus construction stiper- 
visor. The wall was 29.302 cubits long and surrounded 
the whole of Cairo, which at that time contained the 
dties of Al-Fustat, which had been founded by 'Amr 
ibn Al-'As; Al-'Askar, which had been founded by 
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Salih ibn 'Ali Al-*Abbasi; aud Al-Qahirah (Cairo), 
which had been founded by Jawhar As-SaqilU. The wall 

was ly protect Cako Irom a^ressors. 

He also built Qala'at A!-Jabal (Mountain Citadel) to 

increase the proieclion of the city from enemies. \'el, he 
did not complete it because of his thorough engagement 
with wars in various parts. The citadel is regarded as 
one of the best-fortified antiquities of Egyptian history 
and has been renewed through the ages. 

He also built Qala'at Sina* (Sinai Citadel) in the 
Sinai Peninsula llfly-sc^ cn kiloiiiclcri; northeast of Suez 
City, la the southern part of the dtadel he built two 
mosques and a cistern for drinking water. Upon the 
gate of the cistern was written: 'In the Name of Allah, 
the All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful. Bl^singg and 
peace of Allah be upon the Prophet Muhammad, 
May Allah immortdize the name of the King An-Nasr 
Salah Arl-Din, King of Muslims and Islam, the 
Successor of the Commander of the Believers. This 
cistern was established by the King *Ali ibn An-Nasir 
Ai-'Adil Al-Muzhiar. It was buili in Sha'ban 590 A,H.** 

Professor Na*um Shuqair stated in his book, Tarikh 

Sina wa Al- Arab: 



119 



He passed through the citadel and the two mosques 

and saw the large principal gate of the citadel in the 
northwcstmi side. Above that gate, there was a 
large square Arabic marker stone upon which was 
wiitlcn the nijme t.>[ S:Lla]i Ad-Din und: "In the 
Name of Allah, ihe Ail- Merciful, the Ever-Merciful, 
All blessings and peace of AUah be upon the 
Prophet MTihammaci, () AlU^h, immortalize the 
name of the King Ati-Nasir Saiah Ad-Din, the 
Sultan of Islam and Muslims. Yusuf ibn Al-'Adil 
An-Nasr, Jumada Al Awwal 583 A.H." 

He was not only interested in military fortifications, 
hut he also was interested in building in Giza and Ar~ 
Rudah Island, setting up meters to measiu^ the Nile 
river depth, and digging canals. He also constructed 
hospitals such as the Marstan Hospital, which was a 
large charitable building in Cairo. He appointed an 
educated man lo supervise the hospital and manage the 
stores of medicines, and he trained him how to dispense 
different types of medicines to the patients. There were 
also beds ready to receive patients and a separate ward 
for women. In addition, he devoted compartments with 
iron bars on the windows for the insane and appointed 
a supervisor to answer their needs. 
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In Salat Ad-Din's day, Giza and Ar-Rudah were 
among the most important cities in the country. Ibn 
Jubair says i0 his book of journeys: 

In Giza, there W£S a great inarlcet held on every 
Sunday. There was also an island on which there 
were good buildings and pJaces for ent^rtspiment, 
separating Giza and Cairo, AlsOj they wer« 
separated by a gulf in the Nile River in which 
there was a great mosque \hsX held the Friday 
Jum'uah Prayers. Beside the mosque, there was the 
Nile meter by which they knew the rise and fall of 
the Niie water. The Nile meter had in it precious 
stones and marble, ete. 

Sdah Ad-I^hi regarded ^ypft as the main source for 
his land and marine forces. Therefore, he built ships 
and rebuilt the fleet, and established a department for 
the navy managed by Al-^Adil. Alexandria and 
Damietla were the most important seaports in Egypt, 
whereas Al-Fustat and Qus were the most hnportant 
Nile ports, with warships stationed in them to 
encounter any marine attack. The aim was to make 
the banner and word of Islam supreme. 

. Turning his attention to Alexandria, Saiah Ad-Dln 
found that to Fmnka ^ere attracted to it, and he 
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feared for it He thus rebuilt its walls and towers. He 
also buiU an insane asylum like the one he had bmit in 
Cairo* The author of Subh Al-A*sha said; 

Wlien the sultan coiiqueied Egypt, he took 
posse^on of the palace in which there was a hall 
built by Al-'Aziz ibn Al-Mti*iz in 384 He 
assigned the hall to be an insane asylum. In 
addition, he established a great building for 
strangers and fordgners and pledged to build 
bridges and canals to improve the conditions of 
farmers. 

Eihicatioiial Reform 

Salali Ad-Dia loved knowledge and encouraged 
scholars. He did not s^iai^ money or effort for the 
sake of reviving tlie cultural movement in the country. 
Therefore, he established many schools and brought 
writers, poets, scholars, and those who were firmly 
grounded in knowledge and arts of culture. There was 
the kuttab system estabhshal in which boys would go 

to a kuttab al an early age in order to Icliiii the Qur'an 
and traditions of the Prophet ^ from a sheikh. They 
also learned Arabic calligraphy and did their best to be 
good al iu la addiliou, they learned the principles of 
Btatlimatifs, memorized poetry and Arabic prov^bs, 
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and learned how to oiler the congregational prayer and 
niacnm of supplicaUon. 

When a boy became a young man, if lie wished to 
complete his education, he woxdd travel to one of the 

seats of knowledge in Egypt, Syria, Mosul, Baghdad, or 
Makkah, They went to learn the rational and 
traditional sciences, and manners of recitation of the 
Qur'an, which was one of the most important subjects 
studied in det^ in mosques and schools. They also 
learned interpretation of the Quran frorn different 
scholars and in differ^t ways. 

Mosques played a vital role in the flourishing 

oidtural movement in Salah Ad-Din's era, and th^ 
teemed with people pr^iying and seeking knowledge. 
Most of them became i>kiiled in different sciences^ such 
as reading the Qur'ao, interpretation of the Qur*an, 
syntaxj morphology, metrics, and prosody. 

The most famous mosques in Cairo were 'Amr ibn 
Al-*Afi) Al-Azhar, Ai-Aqmar, Al-Hakim Biamrillah, 
and Al**Hus5ain> In Ale^tandna, Al-'Attarin Mosque 
played a great role in spreading Islamic culture and 
other sdmces. All over Bgypt* mosques spread and 
developed knowledge among the people. 
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Mosques in Syria played the same role. The most 
important was Damascus's Mosque with which ibn 
Jiibair was fascinated when be visited Damascus* 
Damascus was the center for knowledge and scholars 
came ftom everywhere. There was Dar Ai-Hikmah 
(House ol Ivnowlcdgo) in Tripoli, which received large 
numbers of students. It made the cultural movement 
flourish along with Dar Al-Hikmah in Bgypt. 

The various schools in Egypt and Syria, as well as 
the ^hools that were established in Jerusalem after its 
Uberation in 583 A.H., taught the tour juristic schools 
on a large scale. Salah Ad-Din built the first school for 
teaching Hanafi jurisprudeacej As-Siyufiyah School, 
and endowed it with the income of thirty-two shop and 
showered its teacliers with money. The sc1?.oq1 remained 
to teadi students till the end of the Crusades, 

He also established As-Salihiyiih School for teaching 
Shafi^ jurisprudence, which he himself followed* Thus 
he took care of its affairs and commended it to be great 
and wide. He also endowed a bath beside it, a baking 
oven in front of it, and numerous shops. In addition, he 
ctitiowcd Jazirah Al-Fil (Elephanl Island) that was in 
the Nile outside Cairo^ as Al-Maqrizi stated in 41^ 
Khutat. 
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Salah Ad-Din built Jerusalem School after liberating 
the city in 583 A.H. and appointed Al-Qadi Baha' Ad- 
Din Ibn Shaddad as a teacher Large numbers of 
students came to Jerusalem to be taught by Ibn 
Shaddad, who became widely known. 

He ordered the organization of study io all the 
schook he established, which taught various sdentiSc 
and religious subjects. The teachers at these schools 
were divided into two groups. The 6xst group was the 
wcU-versed and educate! teachers. The second group 
was the repeaters who repeated the le&sons given by the 
wdl-v^^ teachers so that liiey were weU understood, 
A repeater spent much time to teach those who did not 
understand. He used to sit beside the well-versed 
teacher until he ended ihe lecture, then took hh place 
and repeated the ksspn agw* Undoubtedly, thi^ 
system resembles the system of universities and fairer 
insiituies nowadays where the lecturer completes the 
lecture given by the professor. 

It is clear that the subjects studied in the schools 
agreed with Nur Ad-Din's ways, which aimed at 
restoring and spreading Sunni doctrine. He aimed to 
eradicate the roots of the Fatirmd beliefs and the 
Bataniyah sect and to support people to fight against 
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the Franks who defiled and corrupted tho countries. 
At that time, the book marJcet w&i brisk aiid active. 

In EgypL, Lhcro wai^ a book luarket on Uic east side of 
*Amr ibB AI-'As Mosque, as wejl ia other book majkeis 
that sold precious and valued books. In Damascus also, 
there was a laxge book maikpt that ^atained mau> 
varied books. 

Economic Rtform 

The nation was wealthy in Sateb Ad-Om's time 
because there were abundant resources and provisisus 
in these staUss, These resources wejre collected from: 

1. riie Fadmid's treasures in Egypt after it came under 
hi& power, 

2, Tribute {jizyah) that he took i^Qxn non-Muslims, 
3* Ransoms that he took for captives, 

4. Spoils from wars, 

5, Land taxes from the lands thai the Muslims had 

conquered peacefully by treaty* 

Salab Ad-Dia used tp spend the wealth in useful 
prc^jccis, such as jihad, building fortresses and citadels, 
building improvements, and )^ every aseful service. 

To avoid famines resulting from wars» Salah Ad-Din 
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looked after agriculture and means of irrigattcn in 
order to produce all kinds of delightful plants. Egypt 
and Syria cooperated in exchanging agricultural 
products and eiihajicing economic iiuercsts and in 
providing armies with their needs. In addition, they 
ibvght Logctlici against llie betraying Crusaders and 
provided tlie Muslim troops with supphes and food* 

He was also interested in tradcj with Egypt as the 
connecting link between the East and West. Also, many 
European cities, such as Venice and Pisa in Italy, 
developed owing to iliis trade. Venetians set up 
a commercial market, called Al-Aik Market, in AkiKr 
andria.. 

He also took care of commercial markets, improved 

and widened ihera, and increased Llidr luimher in Egypt 
and Syria. As a result, the economy flourished and 
production increased. The traveler Ibn Jubaii passed 
through some of these markets in 51^ A.H- and 
admired them. He wrote about Aleppo: 

It is very beautiful and wonderfuL As for the 
markets, they are big and wide, orderly connected, 
and long. Each ol tlie various product,^ and 
industries Is in its own section of the market and 
all the industries are present All the markets are 
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roofed with wood, which shades the dwellers* Every 
market catches the eye and halts the hurned. Most 

shops are made of beauUfuUy carved wood. 

In his book Safir Namah, Nusir Khasiu described 
Tripoli in Syria in Salah Ad-Din's era: 

It was a beautiftil city, Siurrounded by farms and 
orchards of si^arcane, bitter oranges, bananas, and 
lemons. There were spinning mills of four or five or 
six floors. The streets and markets are so beautiful 
and clean that you think every market is a decorated 
palace. In die middle of the city there is a great, 
bcauliful ornate mosque. Over the yard of the 
mosque, there is a large dome with a dstem made of 
marble under it In the middle of the yard, there is a 
fountain made of yeUow copper. In the market, 
there is a drinking fountain with five taps to meet 
people's needs. There is also a factory for paper. 
However, when this city was conquered, it was 
destroyed, its people were killed, and the hbrary^ 
school, and paper factory became ash. 

Prom the foregoing, it becomes dear that Salah Ad- 
Din was interested in cities* construcdon and commer- 
cial markets. We conclude also that there was a paper 
factory in Tripoli, as Nasir Khasni said. This was one 



of Salah Ad-I>iii*s achievements. The Crusades were 
the means by which the ^per industry was transmitted 

to Europe, where the first factory was founded in 
Belgium in 1189 C.E, England did not have a paper 
industry until the sixteenth century. 

Among the important manufacturing industries in 

which Salah Ad-Din was interested were weapons, 
textiles^ fabrics^ brocaded silk dothing, horse saddles;, 
and glass. In addition, pottery making and shipbuilding 
were strong in his era. There were other industries, as 
well, by which the economy flourished and production 
increased. 

Sod&l Refonn 

Social life in Salah Ad-Din's era was distinguished 
by seriousness, jihad and resistance against the Franks, 
and contention with the enemy. There were no signs of 
sho wing off, f ais e pride » and ex^aggera te d 1 a vish 
expenditure. 

He was the ideal for soldiers and sut^ects in that he 
wore ordinary clothes, ate poor food, and sat humbly . 
Al-'Imad Al Asfahani described his clothes and 
company saying: '*Hc only wore lawful clothes such 
as linen, cotton, and wool ^en someone sat with him^ 
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he did noi feci that he was the suitaii, for he was 
humble*" 

He was a sportsman who practiced riding and 
playing bait and encouraged them, He used to ride 
with his men after Zkuh pruyer to watch polo matches 
until 'Asr prayer. He used to play with his retinue and 
some of his companions. Hunting was the favorite 
hobby in the sight of the people. They went out in 
groups and as individuals to hunt birds, fish, geese, and 
rabbils, using hounds and hawks in their hunting. 

This fact indicates his preparations to fight bravely 
against the enemy. Among his great reforms in the 
society was the abolishment of aspects of decadence 
and insolence that dominated in tiie Fa timid era, 
especially during festivals and feasts such as the 
Nairuz feast. If we wdnt to know the extent of this 
decadence in the Egyptian society, let us see what Al- 
Maqrizi stated in his book Al^Khutut: 

During the Nairuz festival, evil acts abounded. 
Abomination was committed openly on this day. A 

man known as the Nairuz Prince used io ride about 
and ask the nobles to pay a "tax" for the poor, and 
he was contented with a small gift. Dissolute men 

and women gathered under the Pearl Palace to be 
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watched by iht caliph. Voices became loud, wine 
was druttk In the street, and people sprinkled each 
other with water and wine or with water mixed with 
filth- If a good mtm went out from his house on this 
day^ he was sprinklad with water and his clothes 
were dlf ded. 

Salah Ad^Din put an end to these dissolute 
behavidfd mi abvloul actions and enabled the people 
to hve pux^ and clean lives and to follow the noble 
principles and f ^Ungd df Islam. 

He also put atl end to heresies and inoovauons in 
religion that took phm duHng occasions and feaats. 
For example, the Day of 'Ashura' (10 Muhanam) had 
become a day of grief and sdffow on which people used 
to weep atid cry. Work bfoke down, hiarkcts stopped, 
people were disturbed jtist as if they had lost their most 
beloved. He eliminated the^e bad habits and false 
innovations and turned *Ashura' from a day of sorrow 
and grief to a day of joy and happiness and generous 
spending. People made sweets atid candy, put on new 
clothes^ and ate the most delicious food on. this day. 
Undoubtedly, Salah Ad^Din's actions were in agree- 
ment with the principles and teachings of Islam, for 
spending generously on the family on the day of 
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'Ashura' was one of the traditions of iie Prophet ^} ' 

Salah Ad-EHn was also very generous io his subjects. 
He did not fear poverty, for he regarded money the 
same as dust. We mentioned before that his legacy was 
only foriy-seven dirhams und a piece of gc^ld the size of 
a date stone. He did not leave house, land, garden, or 
farm. 

If he did not take wealth for himself or his family and 

lelaiives, then to whom did he distribute wealth? He 
distributed it to improvement projects, military equip- 
ment and ammunition, and to the poor and needy. He 
wanted to achieve social sohdarity, strength for the 
state, and a high standard of living for individuals. 

Among his achievements was the abolishment of 
most taxes that were a heavy burden on the society, 
such as the tax imposed on pilgrims by the prince of 
Makkah, who ordered pilgrims to pay a tax before 
entering Jcddah, Salah Ad-Din removed this lax and 
compensated the prince with eight thousand ardebs^^^ of 

(1) At-Tabarani and Baihaqi recorded from Abu Sa'id that the 
Ptophet ^ said^ " WhoevM' spends generously on his fanuly upoti Uiat 

day (Dayof*Ashura'), Allah will provide him din ing the whole year." 
(1) An ardeb is a large measure equal to 24 sa'a. A sa'a is equal to 
3.5 kilograms. 
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wlieatj slipulal-ing that it should be distributed among 
tiie people of Malckah. He tkus mnoved hardships 
from the pilgrims and helped the people of Makkah 
with the tax, 

Salah Ad-Din had goodwill, insiskd on peace in the 
commumty, the unity of Muslims, aiid the prohibition 
of injustice. This is s^ti m his advice to his son Al- 
Malik Azh-Zhahir, who was appointed as ruler over 
Aleppo. Ibn Shaddad r^rted that he advised his son 
thus: 

I tajommwid you to fear Allah because it is the 

key to every good dung, ^nd to irnforce Allah's 
orders because it is the way to salvation. Avoid 
entering in a war, as war does not stop. I 
recommend you to protect ^liui look after the 
subjects' affairs, as you are Allah's guardian over 
thmi, I recommend you to keep your relation with 
princes and nobles in ovdcr ia achieve what you 
want. Do not bear a grudge against anyone, as 
death afflicts everyone. Give all people thdr rights 
equally and juylly. lor if you hax unjtist to ihem, 
Allah does not forgive you save if ihey forgive you. 
M for AUah's rights. He will forgive you if you 
repent, as He is the Forgiver. 
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To sam up, Salah Ad-Din was inteiesLed in sadal 
reform and moral advancement so that noble char- 
acteristics and good habits would predominale in the 
Musdm society. 

Seligiois Refonn 

We mentioned above that Salah Ad- Dm was 
distinguished with faiths wo^Wp, fear of Allah, tmst 
in Him, and rctuge with Him. Ai-Q^idi Uaha' Ad-Din 
Stated: ^'He was faithful and truthful in belief, and 
mentioned Allah a lot. His belief and faith were 
acquired from learned sheikhs and great." Whoever 
was raised upon such education and truthful, straight 
behavior should support and enhance religious reform, 
contct adulteration and deviation, remove the dark- 
ness of disbehef, and call for adherence to Islam. 

Based on this heedful concept and steadfast beUef, he 
started to break the shackles oi heresies and remove the 
rules of atheism in every Muslim country. After 
consulting scholars and jurists, Salah Ad-Din killed 
those who called for principles and rules that disagreed 
with Islamic Law, Al-Qadi Baha' Ad-Din said: 

He always dignified the rehgioas rituals. He hated 
philosophers and those of the heretical Mu'attil sect 
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and deviants from Islamic Law. When lie heard of 
any heretical deviant in his kingdom, he ordered 
him to be killed. 

When he became vizier for the Fatimid Caliph Al- 
Adid, he grieved about the false beliefs and deviant 
sects dominating the Egyptian people. Snch perverted 
beliefs disagreed with the Suaiiah of the Prophet ^ and 
his Companions. For example, such sects beheved that 
the imamate (leadership) is not in the hands of the 
public. People have no right to choose their imam 
because the imamate is a pillar of the religion. A 
prophet had no permission to give the right to the 
public to participate in it. The Messenger mtist choose 
an imam for the MusliiTis before liis dearli, and the 
imam must be infalhble and sinless. The Prophet chose 
*Ali ibn Abi Talib as an imam after him, but Abu Bakr 
and 'Umar usurped the imamate from him. Further- 
more, exaggerators believed that those imams are either 
humans distinguished with divine characteristics or that 
divinity is incarnated in them. Others said tiie imamate 
ended with one who did not die; rather he remains 
hidden and will appear at the end of time to spread 
justice in the world. In the Fathnid era, a group of 
exaggerating Shi'ah and isma'iliya regarded the 
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FaUmid Caliph A[-Hakim Biamrillah as God when, in 
40S A*H., Hamzah ibn "All declared that the caliph had 
become God. In addition j he publishtjd a book in which 
he stated, "Divinity was incarnated in Adam* then 
returned to *Ali ibn Abi Talth. and Ali's soul returned 
to Ai-'Aziz, then to his son Al-Hakim who became God 
in their sight through their belief in incarnation " The 
incarnation belief of Al-Batamyah sects was started by 
Hamzah ibn 'All, 

It goes without saying that after his appoin ment as 
vizier in Egypt, Salah Ad-Din had to struggle against 
those false sects and do his best to eradicate their beliefs 
and replace thetn with the Sunni sect, which is the 
sound belief of Islam, A few months later, he opened 
schools throughout the country, the most famous of 
whicli were An-Naairiyah School and Ktjmiliyah 
School He ordered all levels of society to join the 
community of schools to study the true religion^ the 
correct Islam, and to understand the doctrine of those 
who followed the Sunnah of the Prophet ^ and his 
ConipaniouSj which was uncorrupted or free of 
deviation. 

The most important factor that helped Salah Ad-Din 
to change the false beliefs in the society was that the 
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Egyptian people loved and trusted him. They loved him 

when he triumphed over the Franks ia Dainietia and 
Gaza and oooupied A^abah, which wa& the Red Sea 
gate for Egyptian and non-Egyptian pilprims. This 
great vicLory and ^eguaiding the way ol piigrims was 
one of the most important factors that prompted the 
Egyptian iiociety to leave the Slii ah sci:i and join the 
Smini doctrine* They also joined Salah Ad-Din's side to 
fight againsL Allah's eneii^y and their eiiemy. 

Egyptians who today follow the Sunni doctrine om 
a di:bi of gratilude Lo Salah Ad-Din, 
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FhulWord 



This was a brief study of the tife of tht^ great hero 
and unforgettable man, Saiah Ad-Din. The chapters 
dealt with his forgiveness and firmness, bravery and 
caution, worship aad conquests^ strength and magna- 
nimity, sacxifioe and jihad. 

We have also shown how he was able to join the 
fragmented forces under his guided leadership and 
reunite all the coLmtries under one Islamic state. This 
strong united state was able to stand up to the Franks 
and even all of the West. He was also able to restrict the 
Crusaders within the bounds of Acre and Yaila, M^ny 
years after his death, the Islamic forces defeated^ the 
Crusaders and expelled them from all of the Muslim 
lands. 

We mentioned also that Salah Ad-Din's kingdom 
expanded to include northern Iraq^ Kurdistan^ Greater 
Syria, Yemen, Egypt, and Barqah* 

After this complete Islamic raity, the Muslim world 
rejoiced from one end to the other and was optimistic 
that it would be victorious. A short tune later, Muslim 
troops under the hero Salah Ad-Din defcaUxl the 
Crusaders and regained Jerusalem in the historic iiattle 
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of Hattin, which generations have remembered- 

History repeats itself today. The Muslim countries 
were divided into parts and cut into small states after 
the fall of the Ottoman Caliphate because of the 
conspiracies of Jews and imperiahsts. They differed and 
divided while the Jews settled in the Holy Land and 
occupied Jerusalem- the First qihiah for Muslims and 
third mosque in rank-and they increase daily in 
number and iitrccigth. 

The circumstances of the Muslim world with the 
Jews now are the same circumstances with the 
Crusaders in the past: the same division, the same 
strife, the same hatred oi' Islam. But how and why did 
Muslims triumph over Crusaders in the past? 

# They triumphed in Iht: past because they fought in 

the Palestinian war in the name of Islam. Tod ay , 
they fight in the name of false slogans for which 
Allah has sent no authority, 

• They triumphed in the past because they carried 

out the rules and teachings of Islam. Today, they 
judge with rules and laws other than those of Allah, 
the laws of the West and East, 

m They triumphed in the past because they set up a great 
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and united Islamic state* Today, they are divided 

into riglit and left camps. 

They triumphed in the past because they trusted in Allah's 

promise and depended on Him, Today^ they depend 
on forces of aggression and injustice^ such as 
communism and capitalism. 

It is more proper for Arab and Muslim leaders and 

heads of govcmnicnt to imitate the successful leader 
Salah Ad-Din and follow his ways and principles, 
such as his firm faith, faithful determination, 
surpassing bravery^ costly sacrifice, right applica- 
tion, and true piety. They also need to study Islamic 
history and the life of the Prophet ^ in order to 
realize how their brave forefathers were able to 
triumph in the Battles of Badr, Qadisiyah^ Al- 
Yarmuk, Hattin, and 'Ain Jallut. 

They also need to review the principles of Islamic 
Law and the teachings of the Qur'an in order to 
realize that Allah s law contains the elements of 
truth, good and beauty; the elements of comprehen- 
siveness, renewal and continuity; the elements of 
strength, triumph and civilization; and rules of 
justice, equality and peace. 

Almighty Allah says: 
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\ Do they then seek the judgement of (the Days of) 

Ignorance? And who is better in jxidf^ement than A Hah 
far a people who have firm Faith ^ . (Al-Ma'icUh 5:50) 

May Allah be merciful to Salah Ad-Din, for he 
delivered the message and liilliiled his role, made the 
glory of the Muslim ummah come true, united and 
strengthened the Muiiiims, and liberated Jerusalem 
from the claws of the Crusaders and hateful imperial- 
ism. 

Therefore, it is not strange if Salah Ad-Din occupies 

such a high status in the West and East. His name is 
remembered by millions of people* History also relates 
his good life, noble morals, rare bravery, ideal chivalry, 
and continuing strife. 

What we can do now is to pray for him as his friend 
Ibn Shaddad prayed: "O Allah, You know that he did 
his best to achieve triumph for Your religion, and 
fought for the sake Your mercy, so, Allah favor him 
with Your mercy*" 

We also ask Allah to giant the Mushms a person 
similar to Salah Ad-Din in order to liberate Palestine 

and punfy Al-Aqsa Mosque from the claws of the 
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criminal Jews and all types of unjust conspirators. And 
that is not difUcul! for Allah. On thai dLiy the believers 
will rejoice at the victory given by Allah, Wiio gives 
victory to whom He pleases, and He is the Ever- 
Mighty, the Ever-Merciful. 

The poet also asked Allah saying: 

O Allah, our ways have be^me different, so, bestow 
on us a ruler with whom You are pleased, 

A ruler who is able to regain the glory and strength 
of Islam and care for his subjects, and You care for 

him. 

Finally, all praise to Allah the Lord of the all the 

wyrlds. 
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Praise 

By 

The Distinguished Foet Professor 
'Abdul-Jabhar Ar-Rahbi 

To the outstacding schoiar and vittupus Professor 
Wullah Nasih 'Ulwan: 

AsSaiamu 'aiaikmt m mhmaiu Ailahi wa barakatu- 

fm. Peace iind mercy ajitl bJossings of Allah be on yi)ii. 

How arc you, Professor *Ulwaji7 I was honors 

when 1 visited you m the company of our iricndj 
brother* and dUtiaguished, great, ingetuons author. 
Professor * Abdullah At-Tantawy (May Allah preserve 
iiim and make hioi a tjeas;urc for Arabs and Islam and a 
generous supporter for hia brothers, friends, and 
admirers,) Von were very generous when you gave me 
your matchless book about the Muslim king, the 
defend^^r uiid llgliter m the cause of Allah who elevated 
the reUgton and puriiicd the Muslim lands from the 
filth of idols and the imperialist enemies, the just king 
Salah Ad-Dia Al-Ayyubi» 

I have read the book, learned its valuable lessons and 
our history, filled with heroics, truthful jib*idj right- 
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eousness, and piety. So, I was inspired to write the 
foUowiiig poetic verses that express my deep thanks for 

jour valuable gift, hoping to have yuur upproviil and 

satisfaction, 

Salah Ad-Bin 

'Abdullah, may Allah reward you for what you 
have written with your unique pen* 

The book you wrote iibout Salah Ad-Din is a 
conquest* a triumph achieved by time-honored glory. 

In it you have defended a ^eat champion and 
the glorious Islamic history. 

You have also defended other great leaders 
who died long ago. 

Those leaders faithfully, sincerely cherish^ 
and supported the nation of the Qur^an, 

They also spread among people a just religion 

i\vdi contained just laws 

And set up an Islamic state based oix sincerity, 

morals, and correct juslict:. 

And they were promoted, because of their 

jihad, to a high degree of honor that history 
will long remember. 



204 



And they liberated homelands and defeated the 

eacmies, 

Damietta, Gaza, and Hattin Battles are 

evidence of their jihad. 

They could defeat and kill European kings. 
'Imad Ad-Din defeated his enemies in Goian. 

Nnr Ad-Din attacked theni in Acre and Yaffa 
like a roar of thunder. 

And Salah Ad-Din triumphed and liberated 
the&e cities. 

He was well known for justice that will be 
exemplary forever, 

He was a just, righteous and mcrciiul lcadt;r of 
whom all ages are proud. 

"Abdullah, I send congratulations udoriicd 
\^th flowers' scent like the beautiful bride. 

It is sent Uuthiuliy, sincerely, and voluntarily, 

lask the Lord of Mercy to reward you with thebest 

Finally, I hope you accept my sincere greetings. 

With my best wishes^ 
*Abdul-Jabbar Ar-Rahbi 
6 March 1975 

205 



References 

Ibn Athir, Ai-Kamil fi Al-Tarikh 
Ibn Khalikan, Wafayat AUAyan 
ibn Jubair* RUiiat ibn Jubair 

Abu Shamali, Kiiab Ar-Rawdatain fi Akhbar Ad- 
Dawlatam 

Ibn Shaddad, An-Nawadir As'Sultaniyuii 

Ai-Mahasin Al-Yusufiyaft 
Abu Al-Mahasin, An-Nujum Az-Zahirah fi Muiuk 

Misr wa Ai-Qahirait 
Yaqut Al-Hamawi, Mujam Al-Buldm 
Al-Maqrizi, As-Suiuk ii Ma'rifat Diwai Ai-Muiuk 
Jamal Ad-Din Ai-Ramadi, Saiah Ad-Din Al-Ayyubi 
Ahmad Baiyli, Hayat Salah Ad-Din 
Ahmad Ahmad Badawi, Salah Ad-Din bairn Shura' 

*Asrihi wa Kultabih 
Sa*id 'Abdul Fattah *Ashur, An-Nasir Salah Ad-Din 
*Abdul *Aziz Sayyid Al-Ahl, Ayyam Salah Ad-Din 
Muhauiinad Al- Arusi, Al-Hurub An'Salibiyuii Jl 

Al-Mashriq wa Al-Magknb 
Hassan Ibraliim Hassan, Tarikh Ai-hiam As-Siyasi 



206 



Muhammad ^AMnUah 'Anan, Mawaqif Hasimah fi 

MuhaiiHTiad Al-Ghazali, AhTaasub Wu A('Tasaniuli 
bairn Al'Masihiyah wa Ai-lsUm 
Muhammad Nimr Ai-Kiiatibj Ai-Iman Tariqm 
An-^Nasr 

Ytisuf Al-Qaradawii Bars An^Nakbah Ath-Thaniyah 
T. W. Ainuld, Dawah iia Aihlwn , 



207 



Books Published in Engli^ by Dar Al-S&lam 

L Child Education in Islam, by Abdullah Nasih Ulwan, 

translated by Dr, Ghali and Dr. El-Klmtib 
2. Jo^ of Belief^ by Abdullah Nasih Ul wan,. translated by Dr. 

Ghali 

3 » Human Rights ;iiu] Racifil HiFicriminatioti in J^Jam, by 
Abdul-Aziz Al-Khijyji, translnicd by Khalifa Ezzat 

4. Islam and Sex, by Abduilah Nasih Ulwan, translated by 
Kbalifa Bzzat 

5. Saiah Ad>Din Al-Ayyubi (Saladin), by^ Abdullah Nasih 
Uiwan, translated by Klialifa Ezzat 

6. Polygaiiiy in Iskim, by AbdviUah Nd^jih Ulwan, iranslaicd by 
M. Ash-Shahat Al-Gindi 

7. The EKcerpt in Purifying the Soul by Sa'eed Hawwa^ 
translated by Ibrahim Ma'nif (in press) 

S. Islam and Love^ by Abdullah Nasih Ulwan, translated by 
Khalifa Ezzat 

9. Islam Ihc I-aw of Life, hy Abdullah Nasih Ulwan, translated 
by Khiilifii Ezzal 

10. Freedom of Belief in Islam, by Abduliah Nasih Ulwan, 
translated by Khalifa £sat 

11. Fortification of the Muslim, by Al-Qahtani, translated by 
Khalifa Ezzat 

12. Ttivocatioiis hom ihc Qur .ui ^[id buaimh, by AKjahtinij 
translaLt^d by KhaliTa Ezzat 

13. Allah, by Sa'eed Hawwa, translated hy Khalifa Ezzat 

14. Ar-jRasdl (the Messenger), by Sa'eed Hawwa, translated by 
Khalifa Ezzat. (tn press) 

15. Al-Ialam, by Sa*eed Hawwa (in press) 



208 



I 



Talking about the lives of our great figures in history, 
leaders in jihad, and men in the tleld of rcformalion is the 
best talk a.nd the most beloved remembrance because ihey 
were the guiding lights for people. Stihih Ad-Din was one of 
those who guided people to the right path. 

One may aak why the author preferred Salah Ad-Din's 
biography over other figures. The answer is ihal Saluh Ad- 
Din's life is connected with the manifest victory and 
liberation of Jerusalem from Crusaders^ 

When I show the present generation Ihe secret of and 
reasons for victory at the Battle of Hatliii, 1 draw the 
Muslim's attention to the right path in liberating Jerusalem 
from criminal Jews, unjust Zionism, and those who support 
them in the Eas( and West. 

Readers will find in book chapters how such victory was 
achieved by a Kurdish m;^n, not an Arab; how he unified the 
Muslim ummah under his guiding leadership; how he 
convinced the people to follow the Islamic Shari'ah; how 
he fought in the name of Islam and to make Allah's word 
supreme; and how he treated the enemies with good manner?^ 
and noble morals. 

Readers will also find the noblest qualities by which he 
was distinguished and the most important reforms he 
achieved. In brief, he will (Ind who Salah Ad-Din was. 




